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Dear Members of the Jonesboro City Council, 

We are the founders and administrators of King's Ranch., A Home 
for Children in Need. The vision for King's Ranch began in 2004 when God 
opened our eyes to a tremendous need in our community. As city officials, 
you may be aware of the vast number of children who are victims of abuse, 
neglect and abandonment in OUT city and surrounding region. The number of 
children in these heartbreaking circumstances is only growing by the day. 
According to the Arkansas Department of Human Services, in 2007 there 
were 864 new cases of child abuse or neglect investigated in Craighead 
County alone, and 2,722 new cases in our region. Something must be done 
to help these hurting children. We desire. to use our already established 
ranch to provide a safe haven for the chi'1dren who do DOt have severe 
behavioral problems, but just need a safe place to call home. In this packet 
you will find important information to help you make an informed decision 
regarding the conditional use permit we seek to make the vision of King's 
Ranch a reality. 

Thank you for your valuable time and consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Eddie and Lee Cooper 
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Our Vision and Ministry 

Four years ago, through our involvement with Huntington Mission Church and the foster care system; 
God began to open our eyes to a serious problem in our community and surrounding region. Hundreds of 
children are suffering from abuse, neglect, and abandonment right here under our noseso The foster care 
system is stretched to their maximum capacity with more children that need homes than there are available. 
As we watched in horror, God began to whisper to our hearts to build a place for the children to live where 
they could be loved and cared for, taught and trained, and most importantly introduced to the true source of 
love - Jesus! We are convinced that HE is the only one who can truly rescue them and heal their broken 
hearts. He has invited us to join him and we have answered yes! 

In January of 2007, King's Ranch was incorporated as a tax-exempt, non profit, non denominational 
Christian organization that is privately funded. Children, 12 years of age and younger, who have suffered 
abuse, neglect, or abandonment are received lit the ranch. Our purpose is to restore their childhood and 
share with them and others the hope that comes from a personal relationship with Jesus Christ The ranch is 
seeking licensure by the Department of Human Resources. 

The ranch currently has one house that six to eight precious children will caH horne bopefully by the end 
of 2008. They wiU have a wonderful Christian couple to care for them as house parents. This couple will 
give each child consistent love, discipline and direction, and seek to lead each child to a saving knowledge 
ofChrist. 

Spiritual training wiU be a main focus at King's Ranch. Daily home devotions and prayer, scripture 
memory, participation in a local bible-believing church, and seeing Christnved oul in the daily lives of the 
staff will all work together to provide this training. We also believe that successful restoration and healing 
of the family cannot occur unless the parents \mow Christ as their personal Savior as weI L Our main goal 
here at the ranch is to inlroduce the children and their fiunilies to Jesus! lndividual and family Christian 
counseling will be provided foc the children by trained ranch staff. 

We will provide learning opportunities and educational services for the cbildreD to teach them 
responsibility and build self-esteem. Many children who come to the ranch wiil be several grade levels 
behind. Our goal will be to give them the individual attention they will need to bring them back to grade 
level and beyond. The rancb will provide a variety of recreational activities such as hiking, fishing. 
hmseback riding, sports, and camping. 

The children must be 12 years of age or younger at the time of acceptance, however, they may remain as 
long as necessary, up to the age of 18. The ranch will not accept children with severe behavioral problems 
or problems that would affect the well being of the other children or the surrounding community. If 
possible, the successful restoration of each family will be our intenLion.. 

God gave us EKodus 3:7-8 as the theme verse for King's Ranch.. It says this, "'...1 have heard them 
crying oUL.and I am concerned about their suffering...so I have corne down to rescue them:' We believe 
that God has called us to join Him in rescuing lhe hurting children in Jonesboro and the surrounding region. 
We have surrendered our lives to Him to use for this purpose. . 
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NOYL HOUSTON P A. HOUSTON LAW FIRM, P.A. TELEPHONE (870) 9)5·) 730 

AITORNEYS AT LA W TELEfAX (870) 93S.{)006 

A PROFESSIONAL ASSOCLATION
 
923 UNION
 

P.O. BOX 3076
 
JONESBORO. ARKANSAS 72403
 

April 9, 2008 

HAND	 DELIVERED 
Ms. Donna Jackson 
City Clerk 
City	 Hall 
515 W. Washington Ave. 
Jonesboro, AR 72401 

Re:	 Appeal of Denial of Conditional Use Application 
No. CU-08-01 on behalf of King's Ranch 

Dear	 Ms. Jackson: 

I represent Dr. and Mrs. Eddie Cooper and King l s Ranch with 
regard to the appeal of the denial of their conditional use 
application for King/s Ranch, a tax exempt, nonprofit l 

nondenominational, privately funded, Christian organization. 
Please consider this as their request to appeal the denial of 
such application. 

Dr ..Cooper is an orthopedic surgeon, and Lee Cooper is a 
registered nurse practitioner. Through thei r iovolvement with 
foster children in the communitYI they recognized a great need 
for providing additional homes for children that are victims of 
abuse, neg lect or abandonment. The application is for the 
purpose of creating a home for these children in an existing 
4, 900 square foot brick home located on a 10.57 acre tract 
adjacent and contiguous to the 59.17 acre tract upon which the 
Coopers and their four children, aged 7 through 14 1 reside. 
The site is zoned Rl, and conditional use approval is required 
for more than five unrelated persons to reside in the home. 

Dr. and Mrs. Cooper's concept for the Christian children's home 
in the wooded ranch-like setting is described in their 
statement accompanying the conditional use application, a copy 
of which is attached hereto. Essentially, they desire to 
provide a Christ centered family environment to nurture and 
cultivate values that will help children succeed in life. 

The Metropolitan Area Planning Commission denied the 
condi tional use appl ica tion of the Coopers at its March 11, 
2008 I meet lng. The minutes of such meeting reflect the basis 



for the motion to deny the application was that the proposed 
site "is not the area to place this horne". Although Section 
14.24.03(c) of the Jonesboro Municipal Code requires the 
planning commission to provide reasons for the denial of an 
application within 15 days from the decision, the Coopers have 
received no communication from MAPC providing a reason for the 
denial other than the minutes of the 3/11/08 meeting. 

The MAPC denial of the conditional use application for the 
reason the proposed si te is not an appropriate area for the 
home is arbitrary, capricious, and inappropriate for the 
following reasons: 

1. The need for a facility for abused, neglected and 
abandoned children in Jonesboro is not disputed, even by 
opponents to the application; 

2. Careful planning has been done by Dr. and Mrs. Cooper 
to ensure the success of King's Ranch at the proposed location. 
It is modeled after Watersprings Ranch, a highly successful 
Christian children's home in Texarkana, Arkansas, which is 
located in a Rl residential area, and which has proven to be an 
asset, not a detriment, to the community, according to 
Texarkana's mayor; 

3. The MAPC staff considered the site of the proposed 
conditional use in light of the surrounding area and found it 
would not be a detriment to the surrounding neighborhoods if 
limited to not more than eight children in the home and subject 
to further conditions enumerated in its report. Such 
condi tions were accepted by the Coopers, and the Coopers are 
open to consideration of any additional requirements the 
council may desire; 

4. Dr. and Mrs. Cooper sensed God's call to create the 
home at the proposed site, adjacent to their own home. 
Implicit with that calling is the responsibility to conduct 
King's Ranch In a manner that will be compatible with the 
neighborhood and that will not be a detriment to their own 
family or the lives or property of their friends and neighbors 
in the surrounding area. 

5. Careful screening, policies and supervision address 
safety concerns. An in-depth screening process will ensure 
children with severe emotional or behavioral problems will not 
be accepted at King's Ranch. If such problems develop with a 
child, the child will be placed in an appropriate facility for 
children with such problems or returned to the child's 
guardian. King's Ranch is not for problem children, but it is 
for victims of parental abuse, neglect and abandonment. 
Private funding ensures the Coopers will not be required to 
accept children that are not appropriate for King's Ranch. 
Children will be supervised at all times by in-house "parents" 



that share a like calling and will not be permitted to roam 
unattended. Watersprings Ranch has been in existence for years 
in Texarkana, and it has not adversely affected the safety or 
well-being of neighboring homes: 

6. Property values will not be adversely affected in 
adjoining neighborhoods as the proposed site is 10.57 acre site 
with an existing, attractive, 4,900 square foot home that is 
entirely compatible wi th surrounding neighborhoods. It joins 
the Coopers 59.17 acre residential site and grounds. It is not 
a detention or rehabilitation facility. No barracks or 
dormitory is involved. No signs will be erected, and no 
traffic problems will be created. Also, the Watersprings Ranch 
experience has demonstrated no adverse effect upon property 
values in the area; and 

7. Dr. and Mrs. Cooper are called to provide this needed 
ministry for abused, neglected and abandoned children at this 
location, and not another location. 

Dr. and Mrs. Cooper respectfully state the decision of MAPC 
denying their conditional use application in spite of the 
findings and reconunendations of the MAPC staff, and policies 
and procedures to ensure King's Ranch will not adversely 
impact the safety or property or surrounding neighborhoods, is 
arbi trary, capricious and inappropriate, and they respectfully 
request that the council approve their application. 

A request for placement of the appeal on the council's agenda 
will· follow by separate letter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. & Mrs. Eddie Cooper and King's Ranch 

J1""./~-i-=-~_By 

~Attorney for 
The Coopers & King's Ranch 

Cc:	 Mr. Phillip Crego 
City Attorney 

Mr. Otis T. Spriggs
 
Planning & Zoning Director
 

Dr. & Mrs. Eddie Cooper 
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I CITY OF JONESBORO 

CONDITIONAL USE APPUCATION 

I Case Number c,U. Q B - 0 I MAPC Deadline o 1-/'1-08 
Date Submitted --IoO~..!..t_--.,.;/~ro~-_O=......;8=-__ MAPC Meeting Date 

I OWNER/APPLICANT INFORMATION 

I Property Owner Ki 09 I S Ranch (pend.) King's RanchApplicant 
Add~s 2816 Dav Drive Address 2908 Dav Drive 
Phone ~ 935-67BB Phone
 
Signature A~~i;E" Signature
 

f .... . 
PARCEL INFORMATION 

I 2816 Day Drive (Tract A on Drawing Only)AddresslLocation 
--:;;~.....-------------::----:--=----:--~----------

Current Zoning ~-1 Existing Land Use Residential 
North R-1 East ---.R..---I....---SO-u-th--....R..--r....---W-est---.R..--r...--Adjacent Zoning 

REQUESTED CONDITIONAL USE 

Describe the proposed use, explain why it is appropriate for this location, and describe any precautions 
to be taken to minimize adverse impacts on neighboring properties. 

Christian Children's home for abused or negrected ~hildren (peaceful). 
Th~s multi-acredl wooded tract is isolated and will be near fippndenhsl~ 

home. Existing structure will be used and is consistent with existing 
homes l.n area. 

GENERAL SUBMlTTAL lNPORMAnON 

• 

• 

• 

Submit a narrative letter explaining your request along with ten (0) copies of an accurate site 
plan drawn at a scale that clearly iJIuSlIates the requested use, the subject property, and 
surrounding properties, streets and easements, etc. 
Provide confirmation receipts to our office that adjoining owners ofall properties within 200' of 
subject property have been notified. 
Pay $100.00 fee. 

Planning Deparlmenl. P.G. Box 1845, Jonesboro, AR 72403-1845 - (870) 932-0406' Fax (870) 933-4668 



()
 

Through our involvement with foster children in our city, we have 
identified a great need in our community. A gro'wing number of children in 
Jonesboro and the surrounding region are suffering abuse, neglect and 
abandonment However, while this nl!lmber is increasing, homes to provide 
shelter for these children are not. It is for these children that We feel God 
leading us to open a children's ranch. on this property. We've named this 
ranch King's Ranch. 

King's Ranch is a tax-exempt, non profit, non denominational Christian 
organization that is privately funded. Children, 12 years of age and younger, 
who have suffered abuse) neglect) or abandonment wiB be received at the 
ranch. Our goal is restore their ch.Hdhood and to share with them and others 
the hope that comes from a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. The 
ranch will be licensed by the Department ofHwnan Resources. 

We plan to start the ranch with one home. The home blends nicely into 
the rustic setting of a 10.5 acre track cfland and is 4900 square feet in size. 

Up to eight children will live in the ranch home with a quality Christian 
couple as house parents. This couple will give each child consistent love, 
discipline and directi<m. Individual counseling will be provided for the 
children by trained staff. In the future we hope to provide learning 
opportunities and educational services fOF the children. The ranch will 
provide a variety of recreational activities such as hiking, fishing, horseback 
riding, sports) and camping. 

The children must be 12 years of age or younger at the time of 
acceptance, however, they may remain as long as necessary, up to the age of 
18. The Ranch will not accept children with severe behavioral problems or 
problems that would affect the well being of the other children or the 
surrounding community. Ifpossible, the successful restoration of each 
family will be our intention. 

We feel that there are many 'children who, if given the opportunity, 
would be able to break the cycle ofpoverty) drugs, and abuse, and become 
productive citizens in our community. In order to meet this need, we feel 
God's cal[ to provide a safe environment where children are Javed, 
encouraged, disciplined and trained to promote mind, body, and spiritual 
development. 
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I
 Metropolitan Area Planoing Commission
 

Staff Report - Conditional Use: Kings Ranch Case No. CD08-01
 
Huntington BuiJdiog - 900 W. Monroe
 

I For Consideration by tbe Commission on February 12, 2008
 

I REQUEST:
 

I
 PURPOSE:
 

I
 
I APPLICANT/
 

I
 
OWNER:
 

LOCATION:
 

I SITE
 

DESCRIPTION:
 

I 
I SURROUNDING 

CONDITIONS: 

I 
I
 HISTORY:
 

SITE PLAN AND 

Conditional Use Group Home, "Christian Children's Ranch" for abused and 
neglected children 

To develop property currently Zoned R-I Residential, for a group home for 
children by a non~profit, non-denominational Christian organization by 
providing shelter, counseling, daily activities, etc. This facility will serve 
children suffering abuse, neglect and abandonment ofthe Jonesboro region, 
accepting children 12 years ofage and below. The maximum Dumber of 
children to live at the home will be eight (8). 

Kings Ranch Dr. Eddie and Lee Cooper, 2908 Day Dr., Jonesboro, AR 
(Dr. Eddie and Lee Cooper) 

2816 Day Dr., Jonesboro, AR 72401 (East ofRidgepointe Subdivision, West of 
Upper Duckswater Subdivision 

Tract Size: 10.57 acres approx. 

Frontage: 

Topography: 
Existing Dvlpmt: 

ZONE 
North: R~l 

South: R-l 
East: R-I 
West: R-I 

Approximately 0 Pt. on Day Rd. (Property is 
approximately 60 Ft. from right of way ofDay Rd.) 
Predominately Sloping , 
Residence, lake, and vacant acreage. 

LAND USE 
Residential 
Residential 
Residential 
Residential 

Existing Single Family Home. The previous case filecl- CU07-1 0 in July, 2007 
was withdrawn prior to the MAPC public hearing. 

I ZONING ANALYSIS: City Planning Sl.affhas reviewed the proposed development and offers 
the following findings: 

I 
I 

--

I 



I 
:1 

Zoning Code Analysis: Chapter 14.24 lays the basis for conditional use considerations by the
 
Planning Commission. Certain uses mayor may not be appropriately located within various
 
districts due to their unusual or unique characteristics of operation and external effects. Given
 
their unusual character, analysis and judgment of the consequences ofeach development and use
 
must be given so as to provide for such reasonable conditions and protective restrictions as are
 
deemed necessary to protect the character and integrity of the area in which uses are proposed to
 
be located. Such uses are listed under the various districts herein as conditional uses, and may
 
be located in the district or districts so designated only in accordance with the procedure
 
described herem. The proposed children's ranch/residence home is hereby requested to be
 
considered within a Single Family R-I District.
 

In approving such conditional uses, the Planning Commission shall impose such conditions and
 
restrictions UpOD the premises as it deems necessary to reduce or minimize the adverse effects of
 
the use. Compatibility with surrounding property shall be insured to the maximwn extent
 
practicable.
 

In carrying out the purpose of this section. the following development standards and design 
specifics shall be subject to review and approval. The appropriateness of these standards shall be 
determined for each specific conditional use location. 

(a) The proposed use is within the provision ofconditional uses as set out in this Ordinance. 
(b) The proposed use conforms to all appl icable provisions herein set out for the district in
 
which it is to be located.
 
(c) The proposed use is so designated, located and proposed to be operated that the public
 
health, safety and welfare will be protected.
 
(d) The proposed land use is compatible with and will not adversely affect other property in the
 
area where it is proposed to be located.
 
(e) The size and shape of the site, including the size, shape and arrangement ofproposed
 
structures, as well as signage related thereto, is in keeping with the intent of this Ordinance.
 
(f) The proposed ingress and egress, internal circulation system, location and amount of off­

street parking, loading and pedestrian ways are sufficiently adequate, and not inconsistent with
 
requirements 0 f this Ord inance.
 
(g) The proposed landscaping and screening of the proposed use are'in accordance with
 
provisions of this 0 rd inance.
 
(h) Safeguards proposed to limit noxious or offensive emissions, including lighting, noise,
 
glare, dust and odor are addressed.
 

Findings:	 Staff does not feel that the ranch~like environment will be a detriment to the surrounding 
neighborhoods if the use is operated under an around-the-clock supervised program for 
the youth. The subject property has sufficient buffer with barbed-wired fencing, 
however, the applicant should demonstrate to the Commission that such secured 
environment is continuous and adequate. The 4,900 sq. ft. home to be used will remain 
residential in character and use, and a extreme demand for traffic has not been 
demonstrated by the applicant to cause negative impact beyond that expected of a single 
family residence. -

It: 
cOriginally, the applicant proposed four (4) residences with eight (8) children in each	 o 

structure. At that time staff felt that a 32 capacity facility would have compromised the	 p 

character of the surrounding neighborhood and community by all means.	 
~ 

c 
o 
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Conclusion: 

I Staff recommends that the MAPC considers the following conditions, if the requested Conditional Use 
for a group home is approved: 

I I. That upon issuance of the Conditional Use Pennit Approval, aJl other state and local child 
service certifications be applied for and obtained by the applicant. 

I 
2. That the applicant supplies a copy to the Planning Office of such Child Services license upon 

issuance. 
3. The number of children allowed to occupy the home shall not exceed ~ in number and limited fo 

a single residence. 

I 
4. That upon any discontinuation of the subject business "King's Ranch", any future ownership or 

group home use be subject to these same stipulations; any deviations will necessitate a new 
application before the MAPC that shall satisfy the subdivision process and standards. 

I 
5. No signage, including directional, may advertise the business and nothing shall be displayed at 

the subject home location other than an address marker. 

I 
6. Parking to serve the group home shall be provided off-street, and no such parking shall be 

permitted in a required setback. other than in a driveway. In no event shall yard areas be 
converted to off-street parking to serve the proposed group home use. 

7. That a security plan be submitted demonstrating future proposed screening/fencing as well as 
other security devices/amenities to assure minimal impact on surrounding properties. 

8. That all recommendations of the Pire Safety Inspections Officer, City Engineer, Street 

I Superintendent and Public Works Director be satisfied and submitted with a final submission. 

I
 Respectfully Submitted for Commission Consideration.
 

I 
Otis T. Spriggs, AICP
 
PI8!ffiing & Zoning Director
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MAPC MINUTES
 
2/12/08 & 3/11/08
 



900 lIVeSt MOll'oe.City of Jonesboro 
Jonesboro, AR 72401 

http:J~ .jooesboro.orgMeeting Minutes I 

Metropolitan Area Planning 
Commission 

Tuesday, February 12, 2008 5:30 PM 900 West Monroe 

1:. Call to order 

~ Roll Call 

Present 

Absent 

8 -

J -

Ken Beadles;George Krennerich;Ken CoJlins;Margaret Norris;Lonnie 

Roberts Jr.;Jerry Halsey Jr.;Marvin Day and Gary Harpole 

Joe Tomlinson 

.t Approval of minutes 

Approved on the Consent Agenda 

MIN-08:008 Metropolitan Area Planning Commission Minutes from January 8, 2008. 

SpoII$O!S: Planning 

A~: MAPC Minutes 01-08-2008 

4. Preliminary Subdivisions 

~ Final Subdlvtslons 

§.. Conditional Use 

CU~8-13 ClJ-{}8-01 King's Ranch 

Applicant requests conditional use tor a Christian Children's home located at 2816 Day 
Dri\19 (Tract A on drawing only) for abused and neglected children (peaceful). This 

multi-acred, wooded tract is isolated and will be near founder's home. Existing structure 
will be used and is consistent with existing homes in area. 

Planning 

Aqschment!fi CU-08-01 - Application and Letter King's Ranch 
CU-08-01 - PLAT OF SURVEY PDF 
ModelevskyLettertoMAPC 
CU 08 01 tkw Staff Summary Conditional Use Kings Ranch - Cooper 



Metropolitan Anta Planning Meeting Minutes February 1Z, 2008 

Corrmiss~n 

Dr. Beadles had the proponents stand. There we~ 110 people for this conditional 
use. Opponents were asked to stand. There _re 4S opponents. 

Mr. Eddie Cooper came forward as proponent for this item. Mr. Cooper staled 
that his family has helped in the community with foster parenting. They felt that 
this is a growing need In our community. King's Ranch Is a non·profit and 
non-denomlnational Christian home. The kids will not be Juvenile offendeM> or 
kids witt! criminal ~ords, but children who are victims of crime. Children with 
severe emotional or behavlonl problems will not be placed at the ranch. House 
parents will be keeping records of all misbehavior, etc and the children will be 
molded into strong members of our society. Tl1ese properties are not adjacent to 
Ridgepointe, Duckswal8r or Sloan Circle. There are natural barriers between 
these subdivisions and this property. 

We are modeling this ranch after a ranch In Texart<ana. This ranch has been in 
business for about 20 years. The mayor wrobl a letter to the fact that property 
values have not been negatively affected by this ranch. 

Mr. Cooper read an excerpt from a letter from Mr. Gary Ezell wtllch was in 
support of this ranch. Mr. Cooper also had a list of 8Upporblrs from ASU that was 
given to him at the last moment. Jason Runslck Is also a strong supporter and Is 
about to build a house right next to this property. 

Bill Ph111 Ips carne forward In support of thls proJect Mr. Phillips read a letter 
from Roddy Thrasher who was alao in support of this ranch. Also, he read a letter 
that he had written to the residents of Duckswater. 

Skip Mooney came forward as opponent to this ilDm. Mr. Mooney asked for each 
person withIn a quar18r of a mile of the property who are for this Item to stand. 5 
people stood. Mr. Mooney asked the people to stand who were opposed. No 
number was given of opponenm. The Coopers are commended for the effort, but 
the opponents just ask that the facility not be placed in this area. Mr. Mooney 
talked about property values and how a home for abused and mistreated children 
placed in that area would decrease the values of the property. 

Mr. Mooney stated that the opponents fett that this is a business and this area Is a 
hIghly restricted resIdential area. He stated that the homes in this area are worth 
millions of dollars and are not the place for a Christian chIldren's home. Mr. 
Mooney asked that the people who _re wtthln 200 ft. of this property who were 
not Informed. Mr. Mooney gave the cornmlnlon an opposition statement signed 
by 68 peop6e. Mr. Mooney also stated that he felt that a fire truck would not be 
able to be driven down this lane that leads to this property. Mr. Mooney stated 
that Mrs. ModeJevsky was once an opponent for this Item, but after seiling her 
property to Mr. Cooper she now !\as no problems with this item going forward. 
Also, he brought up a past case regarding another children's home who tried to 
go In on Matthews Ave. whk:h did not go through because of the opposition. She 
later went Into an area that was remebl and not In a residential area. 

Mr. Mooney stated there Is a tremendous Rabllity when something like this Is 
done. There Is a lake that would be a large liability If a chUd happened upon 
that lake. Mr. Mooney Introduced Harry Hergett, Dr. and Liz levinson, and Marta 
Parker. 



Metropolitan Area Planning Meeting Minutes FebN8ry 12, 2008 

Commission 

Mr. Hany Hergett statBd that he and his wife support the concept of King's Ranch, 
but object to the ranch being placed on an R-1 zoning. We are here to pro1ltct 
the Integrity of tt1e R-1 Zoning status. We teel strongly that to favor this 
conditional use is to favor the destruction of the protection 1hat our :toning codes 
gives us. He also feels that the property values will diminish. He also feels that it 
punishes law abiding citizens and tte feels it ignores the duty of the commission 
to prevent conflicts In land use which destroy real estate values. 

Marta Part<er came folWllrd to address this 112m. They are opposed to tIlis due to 
the liability and safety risks to the neighborhood. Mrs. Parker stated that they 
want to plan more homes within this area. Mrs. Parker stated that the children 
tIlat come from homes of this nature do have problems. 

Liz Levinson carne fOlWllrd with some photographs of the rear of her home taken 
toward the subject property. Mrs. Levinson stated that she has issues regarding 
security. She spoke with Jason Runsick and stated that IIr. Runsick stated that he 
opposed now to this conditional use. 

Mr. Mooney concluded his case. 

City planner came folWllrd and statBd that staff has reviewed this proposal. The 
case facts are listed in tt1e staff report. In the proposal from 2007, there were 
many concerns for th Is use in this area. The original plan proposed four 
s1nJctures and other amen itWs on the site. This use would have been an 
Instibrtlonal type use. Also, some concermJ were raised such as the platting 
process for fire access, etc. The applicant pulled this ttem at that time and had 
time to look at the concermJ that were voiced by staff. We also listed the criteria 
for conditional uses and there are no particular mnlngs In which this type of use 
Is permitted. Moat of the conwnercial districts do not allow residential uses. 

All the Information was considered while looking at this proposal. We can't see 
this particular use as being compatible if it were to grow beyond what is being 
proposed. Staff had a list of eight items that were listed In the staff report. 
There were some concerns of security and attar speaking with the applicant. we 
were told that some surveillance cameras could be placed on the property for 
additional observation to make sure that no one were to leave the facility and 
cause problems. We caution the planning commission that you can limit the 
particular sits to a maximum size and limit the growth of the site and If any other 
locations are considered by this applicant they would be considered on their own 
meril 

The engineering departmen1 are aware of this conditional UM, but since it is a 
single family home there was nO need for engineering review in this case. 

Mr. Roberts commented that he appreciated both sides being reasonable and 
professional. What efforts were made or considered for other locations than the 
proposed site? Mr. Cooper s1a18d that they had not considered other slt8s 
because they fel1 they were called to this spot. Mr. Roberts asked about R·1 
zoning and if there are any penniUed uses for group home of a lesser stze? Mr. 
Spriggs statBd that In the R-1 disbiet the code is written In the spirit of the law 
where it defines a famlty. Any family that Is unrelated there can be a maximum 
of 5 Individuais who are n01 related to the famlty. Mr. Roberts also asked about 
any zonings that would allow group homes wi1hout a conditional use? Mr. 
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Spriggs stated tha1 they would fit within the high density multi family In the new 
code would allow for donnltory type living. 

Mr. Collfns asked about growth concemlng the application and the website. The 
application is only for a single family l"8Sidence. What Is your planning? Mr. 
Cooper stated that they WHnt to start with one house and they don't know what 
the future holds. The model that tbey are looking at now has seyen houses after 
20 years. We never intended to start with four houses. If after seyeRI years it 
appears that is God's will then we would Just have to come back here to have It 
approved. Mr. Collins sHed what would distinguish this from someone who took 
foster children Into their home? What keeps you from being generous and just 
taking In 1o519r children. Mr. Spriggs stalBd that the gf'Ollp home definition states 
that 5 or more unrelated by blood can be in the household. Commissioners 
asked Mr. Cooper if he was opposed to changing it to five children. Mr. Cooper 
stated he was opposed to changing It to five children. Commissioners asked 
about the price tt1at was spent on this land and if more land could have been 
purchased In another location. Mr. Cooper statBd that it wasn't his calling to go 
to another location and this was the land that he hilt he was chosen to buy this 
land. 

Commissioners as ked about screening. In the application it stated tt1ey would not 
accept children with seyere behaviofill problems. The psychotropic medication 
is anything like Ritalin and things like that. Any drug, whether it is a pain 
medication for an Injury, etc. Mr. Cooper stated that there are policies for 
medication, manner of dress, run away, etc. They feel it Is betlBr to have a plan 
and be prepared than to not l1ave a policy. 

Mr. Halsey asked Mr. Spriggs about the five children or less and around the clock 
supervision and fencing. Mr. Spriggs s1at&d that the around the clock supervision 
means that the couple would be watching them. The fencing is already there but 
if the fencing needs to be upgraded then it would need to be changed. Mr. 
Spriggs also stated that It allows fIVe or more Individuals that are unrelatBd and 
the two adults would al80 be unrelatsd so they would count within the five. 

Mr. Cooper was asked about the letter sent to Mr. Paf1(er who is now deceased. 
Martt Mayfield, attorney for Mr. Cooper stated that the letter was maiktd and 
returned to the Coopel1l. Once tfKt IeUer was returned, a proc888 server was 
hlntd and _nt to the address of the letlllr and again to another address on casey 
Springs. He learned that Mr. Parter was dece.ased and went to the place where 
the ren1BnI pointed him to and the papers _re signed by someone who was over 
the estate of C.M. Parker. 
Mr. Mooney stated that there was no effort at all to reach them. They said that 
the process server found out that the property owner was deceased and that he 
Just tuft the papers with someone eille. 

Mr. Jim Schrantz came forward and stated that the common property that all 
people who live in the 8ubdivtslon are owners in that property. Mr. Schrantz 
statBd tfIat not everyone was notified. Mr. Cooper stated that he was under the 
Impression that that common property was not within 200 fl City attorney came 
forward and atated that It has to be all property owners within 200 fl have to be 

notified of ItIIs specific use and this specific hearing. 

Wayne Partl:er came forward and sta1Bd that he was the one that the process 

CIty 01 JotHlSboro 
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server gave the papers to. His father is not C.M. Par1ter but he did sign for those 
papers. He stated that his uncles and au nm were not notified but that he Is the 
only one that wn notified. 

Mr. Mooney stated that he onty brought It up because if you don't have proper 
service then not everyone would be hers. Mr. Mooney stated the ordinance and 
then again s1ated that these property owners were clearly not served. 

city attorney stated that the application Is not proper to be considered at this 
point if the property owners have not been notified. 

Dr. Beadles stated that since this Ie a legal question about an ordinance that it Is 
felt as cha ir of the committee that he would suggest tabling this ItBm until this is 
seWed. 

Mrs. Levinson came forward and spoke about security fencing. At this time there 
Is a barbed wire fence In place. Mr. Spriggs stated that the fence Is there along 
wittI ttle screening buffer. Mr. Spriggs was not trying to sta18 that seeurity fencing 
needed to be in place. Mrs. levinson stated that children that come from these 
types of homes have behavioral problems and she doesn't want to be put at any 
type of risk from those children. She also does not want them coming Into her 
yard and gettlng Into her swimming pool. 

Mrs. Patiter carne forward and spoke about children with behavtoral problems 
and the trouble that they can cause. She stated that 80-90% of the children that 
they treat In the clinical setting have behavioral problems. Mr. Collins asked M~. 

Levinson and Mrs. Par1ter if they fett threatened by him. He asked because he 
came from a family where he was In a bad situation and someone cared enough 
about him to take him out of that and take care of hkn. He is now a successful 
businessman, etc. and has no prob5ems and feels that what Mr. Cooper is wanting 
to do Is a good thing. MrtI. levinson and lin!. Parker 81atBd that they believe it is 
a good thing too but just don't want it In tills location. 

Mr. Spriggs stated that the applicant depended on the City Pareellnformatlon 
map which may not always be correct because of updates from the County 
Assessor's office. If the owners feel that they want that notification then it should 
be tabled. otherwise, if the owners want to waive the requirement then we 
would be able to continue tonight. 

Commissioners discussed service of notifications. Mr. Mooney asked Mr. Cooper 
about his proposal to pay the parents to oversee these children? Mr. Cooper 
stated that they would be paid. Mr. Mooney stated that the Parker famity were 
willing to waive the requirement of service and ask that you go ahead and 
consider and make the vote. Not all property owners are in attendance so City 
attorney statBd that this commission can not make the decision. 

Jeff Puryear came forward to say that the property owner on county data Is C.M. 
Parker. There was no list of any other owners listed on the cou~ data 80 they 
feel that the statute has been compiled with. Mr. Crego stated that the ordinance 
states that all property owners not wturt the county records states as the owners. 

Mr. Mooney stated that the city attorney Is colT8C1 about the ordinance not giving 
any. All the Parkenl that are here waive their servk:e. 
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A motion was made by secretary Marvin Day, seconded by Lonnie Roberts Jr., 
that this Conditional Use be Tabled. The motion CARRIED by the following yole; 

Aye: 7 - George Krennerich;Ken Collins;Margaret Norris; Lonnie Roberts Jr.;Jerry 
Halsey Jr.;Marvin Day and Gary Harpole 

Absent I -	 Joe Tomlinson 

CU-08-14 CU-Q8-02 Juanita Malone 

Applicant requests a facility to operate an after school and weekend teen club at 500 

Cate Street. 

SDO!!SO!!:	 Planning 

Atmchments:	 CU-08-02 - Application. letter and notifications ~ Juanita Malone 
CU-08-02 - Location Map 
CU-OB-02 - Plat 
CU-08-02 - Juanita Malone 500 Cate Staff Summary 
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Juanita Malone came forward as proponent for ttlls item. She would like to open 
an after school program with games, packaged food and sodas. h would be 
under adutt supervision at all times. There woukl a.o be Interns coming from 
ASU to help the kids with homewortt, etc. Possibty have weekend dances or 
poetJy readings, etc. for ttle children to do on the weekends. 

City ptanner stated that this has prevlousty been used as a bar, barber shop and 
day care. There are some concerns about the legal aspects which Mr. Crego will 
address. The proposed use Is a stop above what has been used In this location In 
the past We have no objections. 

Mr. Crego stated that there Is an abatem&nt against the property pending In 
Circuit Court in Craighead County against the owner Ramone Crumpler. "The 
abatement process Is asking the Court to declare this property a nulscence 
because of the prior uses and problems that have occurred at this site. Mr. Crego 
asked what was Mr. Crumpler's involvement with this Item. 

Ms. Malone stated that Mr. Crumpler is not involved In any of tter program. There 
Is no relationship except that he Is the owner and she Is leasing the property. As 
to the reeent Incident of a flght that broke out, 118. Malone stated that she would 
have the area secured to prevent that type of thing from happening. Ms. Malone 
has already talked with some people about security and making aure there Is no 
smoking or drinking. The property had been rentBd for a birthday party and Ms. 

Malone stated that she was there for that event with her children but that under 
her supervision this type of thing would not happen. 

Mr. Crego stated that the abatement would ask for the property be closed and 
that the CUrTent owner be prohibited from continuing certain uses that he has 
been doing on the property. If the conditional use Is granted and itwere 
demonstrated that the current owner would nol be conducting the enterprise that 
this conditional use encompasses, Mr. Crego stated ttlat he would not have any 
problem to ask that the abatement not Include this request. 

Commissioners asked if the chjkiren would pay for the services offered In this 
place. Ms. Malone stated that tt1e food and sodas would be paid for by the 
ch Iidren and the games that are played by those teens but not a membership fee 

or anything of that nature. Also, It was asked that the midnight closing time 
would meet the city curfew. 

Mr. Crego stated that the abatement would not affect Ms. Malone's use of the 
premises, 

A motion was made by Gary Harpole, seconded by Ken Collins, Ihat this 
Conditional Use be Approved with tt1e stipulation ttlat operating hours must be 
within any curfew ordinances, that the two staff recommendations and that the 
CUrTent owner Is not affiliated with tIlis use In any way. The motion CARRIED by 
the following vota: 

Aye: 7·	 George Krennerich;Ken Collins:Margaret Norris:Lonnie Roberts Jr.;Jerry 
Halsey Jr.;Marvin Day and Gary Harpole 

Absent I· Joe Tomlinson 

7. Rezonlngs 
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RZ.QS-47 Applicant requests rezoning of approximately 0.67 acres from R-1 Residential to C-3 
General Commercial at 4712 Stadium DriveJEast of Highway 1, Between Colony Drive 
and Bunting Drive. 

sponsors:	 Planning 

AttK:I!mtnCl:	 RZ-07-47 Application 
RZ-07-47 Plat 
Staff Summary RZ07 47- Bunting Lane 

Mrs. Deborah Barber cams forward as proponent for this item. 

Mr_ Day made a motion to untabkJ this Item. Seconded by Mr. Collins. All voted 
aye to untable this Item. 

City planner sbitDd that comments have been forwarded to commissioners. This 
property Is located just above Bunting L.ane. Staff had some concerns regarding 
access to the property. Staff requested commbWoners to look at a limited use on 
the C-3 commercial that would allow the commissIon to address the Issue in 
tenns of property access management and the proximity to Colony Drive. Our 
concern was the high speed traffic along Stadium and we pbtced three 
recommendations on this approval. That adequate buffering and screening be 
provkHId for all of the sUlTOundlng ntSidential usea_ That a single access drive 
should be provided on the property complying wtttl the code regulations_ 
Easemen1a should be sought to Bunting Drive to aid vehicular safety. There is 
some question In teRn$ of the coordination 1of tne easement of Bunting. Billboard 
signage would be prohIbited on the property. 

A motion was made by Ken Collins, seconded by Umnle Roberts Jr" that this 
Rezoning_ be Reeommended to Council. The motion CARRIED by the following 
vote: 

Aye: 7 - George Krennerich;Ken Collins;Margaret Norris;Lonnie Roberts Jr.;Jerry 

Halsey Jr.;Marvin Day and Gary Harpole 

Absent I -	 Joe Tomlinson 

.t staff Comments 

sp·oa-QJ	 SP.Q7-292 Kelly Copeland Apartments on Richardson 

Applicant was required to bring the site plan of the apartments before the MAPC after his 
conditional use was approved on June 12, 2007. 

SRonlO!!:	 Planning 

AUKhllH!r!ts:	 Copeland Apt Site Plan Drwgs 
Memo Copeland Apt Site Plan Review Memo 
Comment Letter eng copeland 

Withdrawn 

COM.Q8:011	 First 5eaJrity Bank requests a 10' fence to be placed on their property. The code only 

allows for an 8' fence. 
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COM-08:012 

~ AdJournment 

Sponsors:	 Planning 

Art8chmems:	 First Security Bank 

City planner stated !flat he recommends approval since this Is Just a fonnallty. 

A motion was made by Seeretary Marvin Day, seconded by Lonnie Roberts Jr., 
that !flis Other Communications be Approved. The motion CARRIED by 1f1e 
following vote: 

Aye: 7 - George Krennerich;Ken Collins;Margaret Norris;Lonnie Roberts Jr.;Jerry 
Halsey Jr.;Marvin Day and Gary Harpole 

Absent 1·	 Joe Tomlinson 

Discussion regarding naming the Lawson Road addition Christian Valley Drive 

AttlIChments:	 Aerial View Lawson Road 
City Street Naming Policy 
Previous Street Naming Ordinance 

City planner.tated !flat this Is an admInistrative item. This has been taken to 
Public Works and will go to City Council in the next meeting to name the 
extension of Lawson Road Christian Valley. 

A motion was made by Vice Chair George Krennerich, seconded by secretary 
Marvin Day, that!flls Other Communications be Approved. The motion CARRIED 
by the following vote: 

Aye: 7 - George Krennerich;Ken Collins;Margaret Norris;Lonnie Roberts Jr.;Jerry 
Halsey Jr.;Marvin Day and Gary HalpOle 

A.bsent J.	 Joe Tomlinson 
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Tuesday, March 11, 2008 5:30 PM 900 West Monroe 

!.. Call to onter 

Present 

Absent 

8 - Ken Beadles;George Krennerich:Ken Collins:Margaret Norris:Lonnie 
Roberts Jr.:Joe Tomlinson:Jerry Halsey Jr. and Brian Dover 

1 - Marvin Day 

b Roll call 

Present S - Ken Beadles;George Krennerich;Ken Collins:Margaret Norris:lonnie 
Roberts Jr.:Joe Tomlinson:Jerry Halsey Jr.:Marvin Day and Brian Dover 

~ Approval of minutes 

MIN-08:030 Minutes for the Metropolitan Area Planning Commission meeting on February 
12,2008. 

Sp0!!S9rs: Planning 

Att«hments: MAPC Minutes 02-12-2008 

Passed 

!. Preliminary Subdivisions 

§., Final Subdivisions 

§." Conditional Use 

CU-08-15 Applicant requests conditional use for placement of a 80 x 28 manufactured 
housing at 4121 Keller's Chapel Road. 

Spoosors: Planning 

Attachments: Staff Summary Conditional Use 08-03 Mobile Home 

CU-08-03 - Mobile Home on Keller's Chapel 

Mrs. Tenry McGinnis came forward as proponent for this item. 

city !Hanner stated that within an R-1 dtstrict that a mobIle home has to be 
approved by the commission. This; case was brought to the commission in 2004 
but nottling was done with the approval. In 2006 another case was brought by 
another person of the same family came forward and requested a mobile home be 
placed here. Mrs. McGinnis Is requesting that this piece of land be subdivided 

and another unit be placed on the rear portion of the lot. Staff has made a 

Cltyol~ 
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CU-08·1J 

§."	 An nexations 

AZ-08-01 

number of recommendations which were listed in tho staff report and would 

suggest the stipulation that the raplat would have to come through this office and 
be recorded if this itDm Is approved before placement of the mobile home. 

A motion was made by Joe Tomlinson that the item be approved with the 
stipulation that was read by city planner, seconded by Jerry Halsey Jr., that this 

Conditional Use M Approved, The motion CARRIED by the following vote: 

Aye: 7 - George Krennerich;Ken Collins;Margaret Norris;Lonnie Roberts Jr.,Joe 
Tomlinson;Jerry Halsey Jr. and Brian Dover 

Absent 1 - Marvin Day 

CU-08-01 King's Ranch 

Applicant requests conditional use for a Christian Children's home located at 
2816 Day Drive (Tract A on drawing only) for abused and neglected children 
(peaceful). This multi-scred, wooded tract is isolated and Will be near founders 
home Existing structure will be use<! and is consistent with existing homes in 
area 

$ponsol'$:	 Planning 

Attachments:	 CU-08-01· Application and Letter King's Ranch 

CU-08-01 - PLAT QF SURVEY PDF 
ModelevskylettenoMAPC 
CU 0801 tkw Staff Sun mary Conditional Use Kings Ranch - Coooer 

A motion to untable this Item was made by Krennerich, seconded by Halsey. Mr, 

Tomlinson abstained, All others present voted aye, 

Georgia Spence came forward to speak. Ms. Spence staled that they are opposed 
to the home going in beside them. 

Mr. Krennerich slated that this was a difficult decision for the commission. Mr. 

Krennerich stated that he believes this is not the area to place this home. 

A motion was made by Vice Chair George Krennarich, seconded by Jerry Halsey 
Jr., that this Conditional Use be Denied. The motion CARRIED by the following 

vote: 

Aye: 5 - George Krennarich;Margaret Norris;Lonnle Rober1S Jr.:Joe Tomlinson 
and Jerry Halsey Jr. 

Nay: 1 - Ken Collins 

Absent	 1 - Marvin Day 

Abstain: 1 -	 Brian Dovar 

Applicant (eQuests annexation 01 property located at 5200 and 5202 
Woodsprings Road 

$ponson:	 Planning 

Page 2 
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Attachments: Staff Summary AZ08 01 Saulsbury Pierce Annexation 
AZ-08-01 - Application 
AZ-08-01 - Fire Dept Letter 
AZ-08-01 - Plat 

Adam Salisbury came forward as the proponent for this item. 

City pia nne-r stated that staff has forwarded the request to the fire department and 
the only comment from the fire department was that it would comply in tenns of 
the minimum Io<:-ality. It is closely approaching that 5 mile limitation. Staff made 
comments on the unimproved portion of Flemon Road. It appea~ to have the 
minimum requirement of 60 ft. of right-of-way but there is concem for that 
particular right-of-way. Remon Road had some drnlnage issues to the east and 
staff Is unaware of any particular impacts on this particular lot 

Mr. Krennerich asked if a draInage study had been done. City engineer stated 
that there are some Issues and there Is a plan developed to alleviate those 
problems. Mr. Light statDd that he could not answer any questions about this 
particular lot at ttl is time. 

City planner stated that there is a lake on the property as well. 

Mr. Salisbury stated that there Is a small pond at the comer of the intersection. 
Currently they have no problems with floodIng on their property. The natural 
drainage of water is north of the property. 

A motion was made by Lonnie Roberts Jr., seconded by Margaret Nonifl, that 
this Annexation be Recommended to Council. The motion CARRIED by the 
following vote: 

Aye: 7 - George Krennerich;Ken Collins;Margaret Norris;Lonnie Roberts Jr.;Joe 
Tomlinson;Jerry Halsey Jr. and Brian Dover 

Absent 1 - Marvin Day 

7. Rezonlngs 

RZ-OB-51 Applicant requests rezoning of approximately 1.62 acres on Matthews between 
Haltom and Patrick Streets from R-2 Residential to C-2lUO. 

SPO/!SO!!: Planning 

Attachments; Mathews Aile· Halton Street -REZONE PACK 
Staff Summary Rl08-01Gibson 

Teny Bare came forward as proponent for this item. They are ask.lng for a e-2 
with nmited use overlay. 

City planner stated that staff would support a C-2 limited use as applied for by the 
applicant. 

Mr. Bare stated that the ownel'$ are willing to submit site plans for review when 
that time comes. 

A motion was made by Ken Collins with recommendations that are listed by staff 
and that a site plan be brought before the commission, seconded by Jerry Halsey 
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Jr., that this Rezoning be Recommended to Council. The motion CARRIED by 

the following Yote; 

Aye: 7 - George Krennerich;Ken Collins;Margaret Noms;Lonnie Roberts Jr.;Joe 
Tomlinson;Jeny Halsey Jr. and Brian Dover 

Absent 1 -	 Marvin Day 

RZ-08-52	 Applicant requests rezoning of approximately 18.87 acres at 2301 Browns Lane 
from R·1 Residential to G-3LUO. 

SPOI!S(!!$:	 Planning 

AtbJehments:	 Browns Lane - Windover REZONE PACK 
Staff Summary RZ08 02-Hi/l on Brownslane 

Terry Bare came forward 8S proponent for this item. 

A motion was made by lonnie Roberts Jr. with the staff conditions as well as 
adding no billboards and sHe plan nwiew to come beWre the commission, 
seconded by Ken Collins, that this Rezoningi'be Recommended to Council. The 
motion CARRIED by the following yote: 

Aye: 6 - George Krennerich;Ken Collins;Margaret Norris;Lonnie Roberts Jr,;Joe 
Tomlinson and Brian Dover 

Absent 1 -	 Marvin Day 

Abstain: 1 -	 Jerry Halsey Jr. 

1. Staff Comments 

SP-oS-o3	 SP..()7·292 Kelly Copeland Apartments on Richardson 

Applicant was required to bring the site plan of the apartments before the MAPC 
after his conditional use was approved on June 12, 2007. 

Sponsors:	 Planning 

Aft8chmentsj	 Copeland Apt Site Plan Drwgs 
Memo Copeland Apt Site Plan Review Memo 
Comment Letter eng copeland 

Kelly Copeland came forward as proponent for this Item. This Item was approved 
in July. 

City planner stated that some stipulations were placed on the site plan. The 
applicant provided sidewalks on aite and also provided areas for the bus loading 
and unloading of children. Anotf1er stipulation was that 1fw existing tree line be 
left and additional trees be planted along the western boundary. The only change 
that staff saw was the phasing of the property. Staff has no issues wittl that 
wflatsoever. The engineering department has been wort<lng with the applicanfs 
enginEHIf and I believe they haV1'l Ironed out all of the site issues In tenns of 
drainage. 

City engineer stalled that the site plan has been reviewed and they have signed 
them. 

CIty of.Jonesboro 
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A motion was made by Jerry Halsey Jr•• seconded by Joe Tomlinson, that thIs 
Site Plan be Read. The motion CARRIED by the following vote: 

Aye: 6 - George Krennerich;Ken Collins;Margaret Norris;Lonnie Roberts Jr, ;Joe 
Tomlinson and Jerry Halsey Jr. 

Absent 1 -	 Marvin Day 

Abstain: 1 -	 Brian Dover 

SP-OS..(l4	 Applicant requests that the commissioners review a site plan for apartment 
buildings near Home Depot and Sonic Drive-in on Parker Road. 

Spo!'Isors:	 Planning 

Art!s:hmenas:	 Robert Wood COlier Memo
 

Bob Wood Aerial
 
Bob Wood letter & Sample Project
 
Bob wood plat
 
Bob Wood Zoning Map
 

City planner s1ated that thts Is not a sltB plan review, but just a direction request. 

The site Is loca~ at the tennlnus of Gladiolus Drive. The land is currently zoned 
C-J. 

Mr. Krennerich asked about a lake on the property. Mr. Wood stated that the lake 
Is no longer there. 

Mr. Wood stated that it would not Include the entire property but only about 12 
acres of Ft. Mr. Wood sbted that it Is an upscale development and depending on 
how the percentages work out he would like to place carports on the parking. He 
is also requesting building mini-6torage bUildings since apartment dwellers are 
one of the biggest users at mini-storage bUildings, As far as the landscaping, he 
would tend to lean more toward bushes and flowers instead of grass. There may 
be a couple of ponds Included if it permits. That might be a way of handling the 
stann water drainage. 

Conceptual draw;ngs were given to planning. Mr. Tomlinson pointed out that 
there is a 1ft. property line shown on the plat plan that it appears tt1at Mr. Wood 
does not own. Mr. Krennerich stated that it is a fioe area to place apartments but 
there Is nO site plan to look at and to comment about 

Mr. Tomlinson stated that this area is complet81y inundated witi1 traffic at the 
present time at Parker and Harrisburg Roads and believes that the infrastructure 

won't support another 160 units. That end of town is satlJrated. 

city planner stated that a planned development would probably be better since 
Mr. Wood is wanting mixed uses. Mr. Wood stated that he learned more reading 
the paper than to coming to the woJ1( session meetings. 

A motion was made by Vice Chair George Knmnerich that the commission needs 
to see a rezoning request and a site development plan before proc&eding, 
seconded by Jerry Halsey Jr., that tt1is Site Plan be Real:!. The motion CARRIED 
by the following vote: 
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Aye: 

Absent 

7 -

1 -

George Krennerich;Ken Collins;Margaret Noms;Lonnie Roberts Jr.;Joe 
Tomlinson;Jerry Halsey Jr. and Brian Dover 

Marvin Day 

~ Adjournment 
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Kimberly Boling Bibb
 
Attorney at Law
 

P.O. Box 724
 
Paragould, AR 72451-0724
 

(870) 335-9066
 

April 25, 2008 

Dear Jonesboro City Council Members: 

I am an attorney representing children who are in custody of the Arkansas Department of 
Human Services. This representation has filled my practice full-time for the last eight 
years. r have represented children throughout Northeast Arkansas and in Craighead 
County. r am writing to you in support of additional residential programs to benefit 
children at risk for abuse and neglect. 

The need is great in this area for programs to assist at-risk children and their families. 
There are times when children need a safe, nurturing place to reside while their parents 
get their lives in order. Not all at-risk children are placed in foster care. If there is a safe 
alternative to placement in state custody, then the best interest of children can be met 
while in their parents' custody. UnfortWlately, there are not enough placement resources 
in this area to meet this need. The result is that many children from this area are forced to 
move to other parts of the state for residential placement when there is no opening in a 
local program. 

Families are at~risk right here in Northeast Arkansas and Jonesboro. Please give your 
utmost consideration to those endeavoring to assist society with this great need. 

Sincerely, 

1 

'-.~ciimberly Bibb 
Attorney at Law 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR I_._--
Foster families 

Do you have a love of 
children in your hearP Are 
you interested in making 
a difference in the life of 
a child? Would you open 
your home to children who 
have been removed from 
their home due to abuse or 
neglect? 

At present there are more 
than 450 children in foster 
care and 109 foster homes 
in the 9-county area in 
Northeast Arkansas. Craig­
head County has 33 foster 
homes and 150 children in 
foster care. Some of our 
children must be placed 
in other counties because 
there are not enough homes 
in Northeast Arkansas. 

According· to licensing 
standards, no more than 
eight children, including 
biological children, may 
be in a foster home at one 
time. Of these eight only 
five can be foster children. 
Not aU foster homes are 
approved to house this 
many children. The square 
footage of the home is the 
deciding factor. 

What do you have to do 
to become a foster par­
ent? First, you search your 
heart, and then go to your 
computer, log on to www 
.adoptarkids.org, fill out 
the inquiry and submit 
your information. You do 
not have to adopt, but take 
a look at the children. The 
information you submit 
will go to the state office in 
Little Rock. If you do not 
receive acknowledgment 
of your information, please 
e-mail me at srichards@ 
tdn.to. 

If you do not have a 
computer, please call (870) 
972-1732, Ext. 3, and ask 
to speak to someone about 
becoming a foster home. 
You will receive a call back 
from that office 

There is also a need for 
therapeutic foster homes, 
In formation about this 
area may be obtained by 
calling Carolyn Lewis at 
Mid-South Health Systems, 
(870) 972-4000. 

Many churches in our 
area are aware of the 
shortage of homes for the 
children, Every church in 

Northeast Arkansas could 
sponsor one foster fam­
ily, and the congregation 
would serve as "extended 
family" by lending sup­
port What a wonderful and 
fulfilling experience for 
the entire community - to, 
know that they have made 
a difference in the life of 
a child. The children will 
certainly never forget your 
act of love. You will never 
forget either. This act of 
kindness will change your 
ljfe. 

If your heart tells you to 
step forward, please do so 
soon. Additional homes are 
needed daily and the chil­
dren cannot wait. 

Sylvia Richards 
Jonesboro 



BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
 
LETTERS
 



FAMIL.IES f INC. 
counseling services 
4508 S. Stadium Drive Jonesboro. AR 72404 Phone: 870.933.6886 Fax: 870.933.9395 Toll Free: 1.871.595.8869 

April 21, 2008 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This letter is in support of King's Ranch. I am a psychotherapist (LCSW), Registered 
Play Therapist (RPT) and play therapy supervisor (RPT-S). I also coordinate the 
Craighead and Greene County Child Abuse Task Force and am a foster parent. I have 
been practicing social work for the last 12 years. My area of expertise is children's 
psychiatric problems and maltreatment. Each year approximately 3 million children are 
abused and neglected. It is my understanding that this Ranch will house youths between 
the ages of 6-12. When treating children, the prognosis is favorable if they have the 
proper intervention. It is my understanding there are people in the surrounding 
community who are afraid of these children running away or hanning someone. It has 
been my experience in working inpatient psychotherapy that these youths do not want to 
leave and have even sabotaged their treatment in order to remain at the facility. 

I have worked with many troubled youths in my 12 years as a Social Worker. Contrary to 
popular belief. not all youths that are in therapy have a history of abuse. The chances of 
these youths acting inappropriately are just the same as children that have experienced 
divorce or any other traumatic event, such as the death of a relative or friend. Many of the 
youths that I treat are in the foster care system. In working with these youths, I have not 
experienced anything to lead me to believe that they are more likely to act inappropriately 
or hann anyone. 

It is my understanding that King's Ranch will house youths that are in need of a stable 
and nurturing environment. No infonnation has been given to me that this facility will 
house youths who are mentaJly unstable and pose a threat to society. 

I would be happy to discuss this further to anyone who has any questions. Please contact 
me at 870-933-6886. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~~lillSvJllZff--S
M~th, LCSW, RPT-S 

HICHLAND OSCEOLA PARAGOULD POCAHONTAS SearCY WALNUT RIDGE 

# 2 tou Ann Or. - Sre. 306 1487 W. Keiser Ave. - Sle.2 Grecian Plaza - 21 \ N. 23rd SI. Ste. 6 2109 Old County Road 309 E. Race Ave. 1425 W. Main 51. 

Hardy. AR 72542 Osceola. AR 72370 Para2ould. AR 72450 Pocahontas. AR 72455 Searcy. AR 72143 Wa(nUI R\d2e. AR 72476 

Phone: 870.856.302l Phone: 870.622.0592 Phone: 870.335.9483 Phone: 870.892.\005 Phone: 501.305.2359 Phone: 870.886.5303 

Fax: 870.856.3024 Fax; 870.622.0782 Fax: 870.335.9487 fax: 870.892.0078 Fax: 501.305.2348 Fax: 870.886.7002 

THE S\JNSHINE HouSE Adu!( Day T~atment facitity \ 423 W. Main Walnut Rtd2e. AR 72476 Phone: 870.886.5588 fax: 81'0.886.3511 



April 17, 2008 

Council Committee members: Metropolitan Area Planning Commission 
RE: Zoning Appeal King's Ranch 

Honorable Council Members, 

My name is Steve Curry. I currently serve as a member of the board of advisors for the Kings Ranch. 
More importantly, I am a citizen ofJonesboro and have lived and worked within this community as a 
Licensed Professional Counselor since 200 1. I have practiced within many settings working with all 
populations ofchildren, adoJescents and adults wrthin the full continuum of mental health issues and 
diagnoses. I have worked. within various settings including acute hospitals, residential treatment 
programs, outpatient services, and group homes. I currently serve as a clinical coordinator 
supervising 34 clinical staff focused on the delivery of services for children ranging in age from 5 to 
19. With all this said, I must admit I was surprised to hear Mrs. Parker's statement given to the 
committee 'as quoted "80-90% of the children that they treat in the clinical setting have behavioral 
problems." I am not sure in what clinical setting Mrs. Parker refers when making this claim. I 
suppose that could be true ifwe were discussing a treatment program specifically oriented toward 
treating children with behavior problems. However, I would argue that in general, the number of 
children receiving services from a setting such as that proposed by Dr. Cooper would be significantly 
lower than that number. In order to accurately reflect on this as a statistical analysis, we would need 
to accurately defIne variables such as "behavior problems." I have two children myself and at times J 
would argue they are having "behavior problems!" 

My understanding of the mission of Dr. Cooper's King's Ranch, is to provide a loving, nurturing, 
structured, safe, environment for children who have not been fortunate to have this type of setting in 
which they can hope to grow into their full potential. I do believe strongly that regardless of their 
baCkgrOlUld and exposure to trauma, children are extremely resilient and given the appropriate 
interventions can and will overcome those challenges to become the type of citizens that reflect the 
values we profess to hold true. I would like the councill0 consider an alternate perspective and seek 
some validation of this point of view when considering the Cooper's appeal. 1 would gladly speak 
personally to address any questions or concerns the members should have regarding this issue. 

Respectfully, 

Steven Curry, LPC, MA 

P. O. Box 56050 Little Rock, AR 72215 501-661-0720 



Cynthia Lee, LCSW 
P.O. Box 5001 

Jonesboro,AJR 72403 
(870) 972-0761 

May 5,2008 

To Whom It May Concem: 

I am a family member of Eddie and Lee Cooper as well as a social worker. I am writing 
-this letter to address the misinformation that has been disseminated regarding the type of 
children King's Ranch will be serving. The plan for King's Ranch does not include 
providing services for children with behavioral problems. 

The Arkansas Department ofHurnan Services provides statistics available to the public 
on their website. A review of statistics compiled for SFY 2007 seems to indicate 
approximately 69% of children in foster care were not in a setting which would indicate 
severe emotional or behavioral problems. ("Arkansas DHHS Statistical Report Children 
in Foster Care By Placement Type By Age" - DCFS-19). This seems to suggest rather 
strongly, there are a significant number of Arkansas children who have been removed 
from their homes that do not have severe emotional or behavioral problems to the degree 
that they require a special setting. These are the type of children King's Ranch would be 
providing a home for. 

It is important to note that King's Ranch is not a state agency nor would they be 
contracting with the state government and receiving children directly as a part of the 
state's foster care system or continuum of care. 

King's Ranch will have a thorough assessment process that \Yill evaluate each child and 
their particular needs prior to the child being accepted at the Ranch. This assessment 
wouJd be done by a licensed mental health professional and subject to further review by 
the Ranch's board of directors prior to agreeme~t to accept the child. If the child's needs 
are beyond the scope of the Ranch's mission an-appropriate referral would be made. 

King's Ranch is committed to providing a stable, predictable, nurturing environment. The 
desire is for restoration of the child with their family. While at the ranch, the goal is to 
restore their childhood and to share with them and others the hope that comes from a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ. There are indeed numerous children in our 
hometown who are in need of this type of home environment. It is unnecessary and 
would be counterproductive to introduce children with severe behavioral or emotional 
problems into this setting. 

Respectfully Submitted, 



NEIGHBORHOOD
 
LETTERS
 



To:	 Council Members 
City of Jonesboro 

From: Bill and Melanie Phillips 
2600 Duckwater 

As board members of '"Kings Ranch", we pray that a lack of 
OPP9sition voiced to the Jonesboro City Council will result in the 
Cooper's receiving approval for their Christian home for neglected 
children.	 . 

As adoptive parents of a neglected child who has brought great joy 
to our family these last several years, we see 1st hand how many 
local children are in loveless homes. These children are not 
juvenile delinquents. They do not have ,severe behavioral and/or 
emotional problems. Simply, they are nonnal children; innocent 
victims born to parents unable or unwilling to care for them and 
love them. 

The nearest edge of the property it occupies is surrounded by 
wooded property already owned by the Coopers almost 200 feet 
from the nearest Duckswater property line. Approval of their home 
will not effect Duckswater home values. 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration. 



haag thrasher realty group 

May 1,2008 

Jonesboro City Council Members, 

I regret that 1cannot attend the City Council meeting tonight in support of Dr. Eddie 
Cooper's "conditional use" application. I do want to go on record as a property owner 
in Upper Duckswater that I fully support the request by the Coopers. 1 feel like they are 
sacrificially providing a service that wi II benefit many otherwise-overlooked children in 
our area and, in doing that, are providing a great service to our city. I have great 
admiration for the Coopers in their willingness to make such a commitment to help 
children who are hurting and have no way of helping themselves. 1also believe that 
ralher than opposing them in this endeavor we should all be looking for ways to help 
them be successful. We are all blessed in so many ways and 1 think its time we stop 
pUl1ing up fences to keep the less fortunate far away from us and we start lending them a 
helping hand. All most of them need, especially children, is an opportunity to be happy 
and successful and that is what the Coopers are trying to give them. r cannot begin to 
fathom the commitment they are making but 1plan to support their efforts any way I can. 

Finally, as far as property values I would like to say that I have been in the real estate 
business for over thirty years and it is my opinion that their proposed use will have no no 
adverse affect on the property values in my neighborhood whatsoever. 

Thank you for the opportunity to voice my opinion on a matter I feel is very important. 

Respectfully and Prayerfully Submitted, 
Roddy Thrasher 

VOice 870-972-5121 • Fax 870-972-5173 • 2807 Longview Drive • Jonesboro. AR 72401 



3411 Lacoste Drive 
Jonesboro,pJR 72404 

May 3,2008 

Jonesboro City Council
 
307 Vine Street
 
Jonesboro, AR 72401
 

'Dear City Council Members, 

r am writing this leiter in regard to the zoning application appeal for King's Ranch. I am 
writing as a very concerned citizen, but not in the manner you may think. I am writing 
with an open-heart to what this facility, better described as a home-environment, can do 
for children and youth within our community. I believe, the zoning to make this venture 
a reality is very vital in the location where it is proposed. 

r live in the area surrounding Dr. Eddie and Lee Cooper's land. My property does nol 
directly connect to their land; however, it is an easy walk through wooded property to my 
home. J in no way, shape, or form believe that myse! f or my two chi Idren (ages 6 and 8) 
will be in anymore danger having King's Ranch in th.is close proximity. These are not 
troubled teens. They are children. These children did nol pick the situations they were 
born and raised in, but we can pick how their childhood and youth years conclude. As 
these children are raised to believe in themselves and in their community, imagine the 
citizens we will have so fortunately been given the opportunity to mold. My belief is that 
all of these children have the right, as my children do, to grow up in a loving family­
based home with Christian morals and values. And the added benefit ofliving in an area 
of our community where they can feel safe themselves, should not be under valued. 

Do not try to send this wonderfully planned facility elsewhere. Please feel free to contact 
me, if you have additional questions. 

Sincerely, 

;;f!:;!i
870-931-5764 home
 
870-930-8361 rna bile
 



Rodger and Betty Ann Hurt 
3113 Locoste 
lonesboro, Ar. 72404 

April 30, 2008 
City Council Members 

Dear City Council Members, 

We have lived in the Ridgepointe subdivision for over a year and plan to stay here. We are in full support of 
King's Ranch. We have talked with the Cooper's and listened to their plans for King's Ranch and hope that it is 
approved. We do not at all feel threatened that this is near our property. We understand how the Ranch will 
work and think that this will be a blessing for many in our community. Many times people like 10 discuss the 
problems of our own community, it is rare that we find people who are willing to Help!! 



~RKANSAS 
"'EQUIPMENT
 

JONESBOHO 
(870) 935-9260 

PARAGOULD 
(870).236·8543 

SEARCY 
(5011) 279-9261 

BATESVILLE 
(870) 698-9260 

May 7.2008 

Mayor Doug Forman 
City Hall, 'Room 200 
515 W. Washington Avenue 
Jonesboro, AR 72401 

Dear Mayor Formon: 

Linda and I whole heanedly support the Coopers in Iheir endeavor 10 opcn a home for children in need. We own the 
property between the Cooper's south boundary ,md Ridge Poinl boundary. Linda and I are not only working 
physically, but also arc financially helping to get this home started. Our hearts go oul (0 the abandoned, abused and 
hurting youth thaI our broken society has produced. We work with and support Christian ministries that work to 
help rebuild broken and hurting children and bring them back inlo society on a productive basis. Two of these 
ministries are Mercy Ministries of Nashville, TN (girls only), and John 3:16 Omrlotle, AR (men only). 

When we heard what the Coopers wish 10 put in our fronl door, we could nol wait 10 meet with the Coopers and see 
if this too was the type of ministry we wanted to be a part of. After that meeting, we have been on board helping in 
any way they need us. We thank God for people like the Coopers who arc willing to take on Ihe burden of starting, 
running, and financing such an awesome ministry. The willingness to put it on their land llext to their home 
signifies their commitment to this ministry. 

All people (even people who oppose) say openly this is a great idea and Jonesboro needs this BUT why can't the 
Coopers put it in someone else's back door, not ours, I say if Ihis is such a great work and is needed so badly, why 
do we not want God's blessings by having it in our back door. 

rsincerely ask for your support and allow the Coopers to open this home for Ihe hurting children of Jonesboro. 

~~VU1

Gary Ezell 

Linda Ezell 

P.S. {f you wou Id like to ta Ik wi Ih me about Ihis our eel I phone number is 
(870) 219-5323. 

4905 Southwest Or. 3804 Linwood 2410 Taylor Dr. 4373 HarrIson Street 
Jonesboro. AR 72404 Para~ould, AR 72450 Searcv. AR 72145 Batesville, AR 72501 



WATERSPRINGS RANCH
 
CITY OFFICIALS
 



I 
7707 Sanderson Lane ... He turneth dry ground

I Texarkana, AR 71854 into watersprings. 
(870) 772~7187 Psalm 107:35 

web: www.watersprings.com 

I A HOME FOR CHILDREN IN NEED 

I l1J:M.RD...JlFDIRECTORS 

Dtrrid Wha/lej', PrttideJtt 

CiufI1 WbDflry, Y. Presidn.f 

I 
&ldi.. Daln"s. Secretary 

Jant:Dt1in~ 

Tl1ICY Harrir 

I 
/.QriHarm 

Tt:1TJ Youngblood 

IG", YmfllJ:b1ootf 

lJarUl GretUl,ouse

I Phillip Cod<rrlI 

U/D Co"krefl
 

Sl",,, Bc/r..d""
 

I DUnte Beh'edue
 

AD\lSQRY BOARD 

DalY &-. Chr{ssi.. Allw 

I l"any &. jona Berry 

Dtr\.;t! &: CMry BircJifit:lt! 

Ma:s: &: A",J' Bnzswdl 

I ,Wlkr &. Debbie Broover 

Jim &. Ond)' BrOIl'll 

Calrill &: Shirf".r COlin 

I Jbllm.r &-. Man1yn &Jdy 

GI..n" &. ·Sondra Hanson 

I
 
Komctl' &. Mary HorrU
 

Morga1l &. Una Jones
 

.,,(ming &: k.a." fAg
 

I
 
Terry &. 1(0111'7" Ltmd
 

Bobby &. Ddhl.. Liles 

8ria" &. List Liles 

I 
&1.. &. Connie Magncrs 

.'lrf7Jhl'Tl & A.fi.~on Mn.vo 

Dan &. Lt1ri OWilns 

I
 
[)mold &-. r..rri PWl')'
 

Chris &. Hone" Potts 

kfJ &. Manlltl Prinkgm 

I MIlTT"t: &: Undo Re-s:isfcr 

I
Randy &. LJry Sarrrtl 

1Wbm & Un<4J Sedgass 

Gt.ry &. Bully SmUll 

Nola'l &. joner Smilh 

Chuck & Mrl(1r/{/, 1111,mflln 

I Robert &. Margie WI1Uehead 

Darid & Judy 1l'"mt 

Kel";1/ &: jlllle 1I'\'nrk 

August 7, 2007 

To Whom it May Concern: 

We are the founders and directors of Watersprings Ranch in Texarkana, 
Arkansas. The Ranch began in 1989 and offers help to abused and neglected 
children. We understand there are mixed ideas and emotions from adjoining 
residents in your area on how a similar home for children could effect real 
estate investments. 

Our nearby property owners voiced concern of a residential facility diminishing 
their property value and thwarting ilie qeveJopment in North Texarkana. 
However, over the past 18 years, PnWerty values have continued to 
dramatically escalate in this area, which is' one of the fastest growing areas in 
Texarkana." Arkansas with upscale subdivisions ranging from $175,000 and 
upwards within a 2 mile radius ofWatersprings Ranch. 

When individuals drive by the Ranch, they are surprised that it is a facility for 
children because we have created Watersprings Ranch to resemble a 
subdivision with homes designed of equivalent value of other subdivisions. 

Other concerns of OUI children being a nuisance it) the neighborhood have also 
been quieted and neighbors who were once concerned are now supporters of 
this ministry. 

There is a great need in every geographical location for hurting children caught 
in. cycles of hopelessness and it is for these children 'in your area that the vision 
fOf the King's Ranch has been birthed in the hearts of Eddie and Lee Cooper. 
You will fmd that as you support this vision the rewards will be tremendous as 
you witness young lives fulfilling their God given destinies and making a 
positive impact in your community. 

Sincerely, 

I 



I 
I CITY OF TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS 

216 Walnut Street, Texarkana, Arkansas 71854 

I P.O. BOX 2711 - TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS 75504-2711 

PHONE (870) 779-4996 - FAX (870) 774-3170 

I OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

April 9,2008 

I 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

I 
I I am writing in regards to King's Ranch being established in Jonesboro, Arkansas as a children's 

home very similar to the Watersprings Ranch facility that has been operational in Texarkana, 
Arkansas for many, many years. Watersprings Ranch has been a godsend for many Texarkana area 

I 
youngsters and their families. My wife taught at an elementary school where many of the residents 
ofWatersprings Ranch attended public school. She saw first-hand the clients of the facility, some 
oithe house parents, and the care and attention that Watersprings Ranch provided. 

I 
The Watersprings Ranch facility and property' in Texarkana is a positive entity for the 

neighborhood and the city. I do not feel that Watersprings Ranch in any manner has a negative 
affect on nearby property values or the attractiveness of the neighborhood in general. There are 
very many homes in the area, most of them being in the Sl S().-$ 175 thousand range with some of 

I them being valued at $250 thousand and up. I live in that general neighborhood. Watersprings 
Ranch does not have a negative impact on property values in the area - none at all. 

I Of course, the key to what will be the record with King's Ranch in Jonesboro will be how 

I 
closely the King's model follows that of the Watersprings model. David Whatley and his wife have 
done a wonderful job in establishing and operating Watersprings Ranch over the years. It is 
certainly a well-operated entity; everything is done in a fust-elass fashion. Among the most 

I 
successful fund-raising efforts of the year in our community are those of Watersprings Ranch. Our 
community indeed supports the ranch in every way. And, I think that is why I can, without 
hesitation, make such positive and glowing conunents about Watersprings Ranch. 

I 
I 

The management and the standards that will be applied and employed with King's Ranch will 
determine the outcome and the eventual impact - good or bad - on yOUT community. If King's 
Ranch mirrors that of David Whatley and Watersprings Ranch, you as a community will be able to 
look back some day and say "great decision" to allow King's Ranch to be established in our 
community. I certainly hope that will be your experience. 

I
 
I Horace G. Shipp 

Mayor 

I 



Texarkana Arkansas Police D~partment
 

100 N. Stateline Avenue, Box 17
 
Texarkana, Arkansas 71854
 

Ph: (903) 798-3130
 
Fax: (903) 798-3023
 

www.txkusa.org/arkpolice
 

April 14,2008 

Mayor Doug Forman and City Council Members 
515 W. Washington Avenue 
Jonesboro, AR 72401 

Pear Mayor Fannon and City Council Members, 

I am sending this letter in support of the proposal to open Kings Ranch of Jonesboro. 
We have a similar home here in Texarkana named Watersprings Ranch. We have found 
this facility to be a valuable part of our community. The children are taught right from 
wrong, taught respect and responsible citizenship within the community. Around 
Christmas time each year, the Officers of the Police Department transport the children 
from this facility (in a police car with lights and sirens on) to a local restaurant for 
dinner and fellowship. We have been doing this for 14 years, and have always found the 
children from this facility to be well behaved, respectful young people. In fact, one 
year, they invited us to their facility where we were treated to a meal and concert. The 
children- .of the home gave the Officers of the Police Department 2 hours of 
entertainme~rarely received elsewhere. 

We receive very few calls from the facility for any police services, and the children are 
not allowed to "run rampant" throughout the neighborhood. Watersprings Ranch is 
located off of Sanderson Lane inside the City Limits of Texarkana, Arkansas. We have 
never received any complaints from neighbors that the ,children were vandalizing or 
causing any problems in the area. In fact, just the opposite occurs; we have found that 
many of the neighbors are complimentary ofthe facility and its administrators. 

I urge you to approve opening Kings Ranch ofJonesboro, after all, there is nothing more 
important than improving a child's opportunities in life, and giving them a stable, loving 
environment in which to flourish and become a good citizen ofour communities. 

Sincerely, 

ROb::J::!: 
Chief ofPolice 

' .. 



WATERSPRINGS RANCH
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I
 

THE ApPRAISAL GROUP 

I Real Estate Appraisals 
2415 Texas Boulevard

I Phone (903) 793-3211 (J:. Texarkana, TX 75503 rt. Fax (903) 793-3307 

I February 12,2008 

Eddie and Lee Cooper


I Jonesboro, Arkansas
 

I
 Re: Watersprings Ranc~-Texarkana, Arkansas
 

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Cooper. 

I Per yo~ request, I am sending this letter describ~ the Watersprings Ranch, Texarkana, 
Arkansas impact upon its neighboring properties. 

I .'. 

I am attaching a copy of the aerial map in the immediate area ofWatersprings Ranch. 
Within one mile of the Watersprings Ranch are seveml residential subdivisions which

I were developed in the past few years. Residential prices range from $150,000 at the 
smaller dwellings. to well over $500,000.00 at the most recent Tall Oaks m Subdivision. 

I This area has been the main growth area in Texarkana Arkansas for the past 10 years, and 
. no impact upon the marketability or values at these nearby properties has been observui. 

I The Watersprings Ranch property is due west of an older residential subdivision, which is 
built up in larger dwellings, typically over $200,000 in value, and is north of a more 

I recently installed subdivision, which is being built up in larger dwellings. North of 

I 
Watersprings Ranch is the Red River bottoms, and less development has occurred due to 
flood plain in the bottoms. 

See the arrows on the aerial photo on the following page. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 





I 
As shown on the aerial photo, Watersprings Ranch is adjacent to undeveloped land to the 

I west and north, but is across the street from an established subdivisio~ and is located 
within one mile of several residential subdivisions. 

I	 No impact from the proximity to Waterspring Ranch upon marketability or market values 
has been observed. 

I	 If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

I Respectfully submitted, 
The Appraisal Group
 
2415 Texas Boulevard
 

I Texarkan~ Texas 75503
 

I
 
[
 

Pam Bonds, MAl, SRA 
Member #12014 
Arkansas Certification # AR CG 0336 
Expires 6/30/08

!' Texas Certification # TX 1320451-0 
Expires 04/30/09 

I 



Annette Kilker 
REALTOR~wMi 

• 
Broker 

of 
IThe Real Estate Leader§ 

April 10, 2008 

To Whom It May Concern: 

As you can see from the enclosed map, most of our large sales on the Arkansas side were 
with in Y2-2 miles of the Water Springs Ranch. I was thinking it would affect our value 
before it was built, but I see no loss of value in any of these sales. 

Respectfully~ 

R6!M~ Preferred 
5120 Summerhill Road, Texarkana. Texas 75503
 

Office: 902-794-5250' Cell: 903-277-3744' fax: 903-794--5251 • Toll Free: 866-47S-195S
 

F -M "i\· A 1\11"tt"rohk \ ('om • \V('h~ire: www.;lIInettel •.com
 



Listings Found Total Price Average Price Median Price Price Range 
11 $4,350,750 $395,522 5352.500 $260,000 - $840,000 
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MLS 'of Asking Dining Uving Price SqFt Yoar 00sBlgPrice Addreti8 BOOs FuUBaths ApxAge Half I!.ot Dimensions PefSq COM• Baths Price Area AIea Fl Healed &iJt Date 

3906 BrealIfast
732S5 $260,000 water 3 2 1-5 Vrs 1 $289,900 & F0mJ81 SingJe 97,20 2675 511812007 121 

Oak 

6907 New- Br9akfast T~
70747 $265,000 Sugar 4 3 Nellei' 0 $270,000 & Formal LIving 105' lC 135' 92.72 2858 2005 3I2f2OO6 63 

Crest OccupIed 

3711 Breakfast lWo
69038 $270,000 water 4 2 1-5 Yrs 1 $299.500 & FOITTI8I LMng 

82.04 3291 411012006 37'"
Oak 
6910 Breakfast ( '-"" 

~71451 $29f,OlJO Manor 4 3 1-5 Yrs 0 $300,000 & F0mJ81 Single 103.93 2005 1014J2006 196 
Cntst 

6906 Breakfast C70961: .$3tl8;OOO SugarHi_ 4 3 1-5Yrs 1 $319,900 &Fonnal Single 2.08Aaes ~ F 2003 2/1512006 26 
Aaes 

ffT07 -
~74509 S352i5OO Wulheting 4 3 1-5 Yn> 1 $389.900 

Breakfallt Two 116x146l&x100 103.86 2003 12/'14/2007 181 
Heights 

& FotmIII Uviog 

4102 Breakfast Three74011 $372,250 water 5 4 1-5 Yrs 0 $394,500 & Formal IJving 
75.77 -4913 2000 811012007 114 

OakOrive 

3909 Breakfast Three71438 $400,000 Wilter 3 2 1-5Yrs 1 $460,000 &Farmsl Uving 
2002 8I25l2OO6 126 

Oak • 

74937 $423,000 2611 Deer 4 3 1-5 Yrs 1 $439,500 BmlkfasI 
~ ( 111.32 ~800 2004 1Qf12J2007 11

Run & Formal 

3613 ~ 

71328 $56&;000 Wuthering 4 4 1-5 YI'S 1 $650,000 Breakfast Thtee ( 116.n 4875 2004 3/2712007 351 
Helghta & Formal Living 

74241 .$840;000 3801 JBdI 6 5 1-5 Y18 2 $875,000 Bnlakf8s1 Three .85 ( 123.53 l8800 2005 912112007 106
Cullen & Formal living 
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- ----- ---

III HDlp1t81 

~ CDII'/Jl/Uni'IIfJlty 

t­ aD" Cours, 
.. 8#hDDJ 

i Cem.t8IY 

1m Hlg/lWly Exit 

• Point Df Imre.J 

".", . 

LEGEND 

CK 
CJ 

-. InJerslBt. HwY 

~ u.s. Highwa, 

~ StI" HlghWlY 

--- Road 

----- R8//md Un' 

W,tlrway 

Part 

7·," 
,~.'Tj,t. !..';,:­ .~ - '-i.I""l-;;l7. 

SUGAR" HIl.I. 

.. :,·l ... ~ 

~ 

'f~ -.i~-..~~.~~_ .._",,_._~-iid- ~l If" .--'" ~ 

'"'~;;;'''i·:i.·.-J..'~f~,J;~':''L'.''' 

.. " ...... u ...........""4 r ~Q 

• CONVENIENT lOCATION &ClEAN FACIUTY 

i y • TEXARKANA, TX
r~9&HWV67) 

UR SECOND MONTH FREE!! 
ITALSONlY) 

--------'­



I 
I 
I Teresa Cheatham 

REAL.TOFr ... ~---'~."y- ~~""""""---_""-""''''''_------''''''''---''''-----=.......

I	 April 23, 2008 

Hello, 

I 
I I was asked to try to explain the impact Watersprings Ranch has on the 

city and community and neighborhood in which it res'ides. That is a tall 
order as it has as affected us in so.many ways. 

I You know the saying, IIlf you want to feel better about yourself -do some­
thing nice for someone else." It almost exemplifies the Ranch, I say al­
most because there are so many wondetfuJ things that exemplify this inN

I	 dispensable part of Texarkana. Not only are these children taught this 
and live it out in so many ways, as well 'as, the house parents, managers~ 

teachers, and others but it gives us as members of this community an op­

I 
I portunity to share some of the nnice things we can do" with them and 

know that "As we have done it unto the least of these, we have also done 
it unto God," 

Every child needs to know there are people who love and care for them to 

I 
I become a productive and vital member of society. More than that they 

need to know that God loves them, sent His only Son to bear their sins on 
the cross for them so that they can be provided a glorious eternal home, 
too. What a hope! And for some who have rarely experienced reassur~ 

ance, encouragement, trust, more likely abuse, neglect, and horror, the 
knowledge that there is one who has n •••plans to give them a hope and fu­
ture...II and is using those willing to give of themselves to be a part of it is 
a real benefit to all. And this is the way God planned it. 

The Ranch is not just a taking organization) however. They give 
back. They participate in churches all over the city. They provide helpful 
hands in clean up projects. They have courses of outreach to the com­
munity that are truly a blessing. 
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I
 

We all know, the children of today are the leaders of tomorrow. and children

I	 who have been taught the right way to live make much better leaders than 
those who just evolve in a cruel and withholding world. Kindness makes all 
the difference, and what a good feeling it is to know that you have been aI	 part of making something good happen in the life of another, especially a 
child. 

I 
I 

May God bless you all for your willingness to give of your time, energy and 
talents and share the love of God with these precious little ones. 

I
 Much Joy and Grace Abound Unto You,
 

I
 
Teresa Cheatham 

I 
I
 A few facts:
 

I
 
• The Texarkana Board of Realtors meet at least once a year at Water­

springs Ranch and take needed items, i.e., toiletries, batteries, toys,
 

I
 
. etc. We also have an annual softball tournament "Realtors for a Cause"
 
that we divide the funds raised between Watersprings Ranch and Special
 
Olympics. .
 

*Ledwell & Sons and many other businesses have contributed time, labor

I and materials for building houses, learning centers, roads, and other 
needed improvements. 

I *Churches, Sunday School Classes, Ladies Groups and others often con­
tribute items needed. Some even going out to paint, repair, decorate, etc.

I 
*AII of the people in the neighborhood whom I have ever heard express 
an opinion regarding the Ranch, which is numerous, could not be moreI proud to have this beautiful addition to their area. 

I
 
I
 
I
 



I 
I From: Teresa Cheatham <teresa@txkhomes.com> 

To: EddieandLee@aol.com
 

Subject: FW: On Letterhead
 

Date: Thu, 24 Apr 20089:43 pm
 

1~~~:~~~~~~er.dOC (~05~ 

I Hello Eddie and Lee, 

I just cut and pasted the letter from the e-mail I sent you and scanned it. I will re-type it and

I correct some things and mail it to you just as soon as I can. I have four houses open this weekend 
and house full of company coming to hear Mark Lowery at our church Saturday night, with

I houses to show all weekend. It's gonna be fun!!!!! 

I don't have a great deal of data at this time but I do have a few facts and figures re: the status of

I the neighborhoods in the same area. 

I In 2006 the average sales price of homes in this area was $200,990 and in 2007 it was $221,624. 

There have been at least 5 new neighborhoods started in the last 2 years in the Sugarhill area, one

I of them being on the same road as the ranch. Most of the houses ranging in price from $200,000 

to $800,000 plus. The houses right around the ranch would probably be about in the middle of
I this range. A few of them have been there a good long time and would be less. They're nice 

houses - they just used to be out in the country, and were probably built in the 70's and 80's. 

I Uyou pull up Realtor.com and look for houses in Texarkana, AR most anything north of the

I interstate would be within a minute or two of the Ranch. 

Let me know if there are any specific questions you might have and I will do my best to answer
I them or find the answer. 

I Joyfully!, 

Teresa 

I 
ITeresa Cheatham 

IRE~lAX Preferred 

5120 Summerhill Road 
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I 
ARKANSAS RECREATIONAL USE ACT

I 
18-11-301. Purpose, 

I The purpose of this subchapter is to encourage owners of land to 
make land and water areas available to the public for recreational 
purposes by limiting their liability toward persons entering thereon for 
such purposes.

I History. Acts 1965, No. 51, § 1; ASA 
1947, § 50-1101. 

I 
18-11-302, Definitions, 

I As used in this subchapter: 
(1) "Charge" means an admission fee for pennission to go upon or use 

the land, but does not include: 

I (A) The sharing of game, fish, or other products of recreational use; 
or 

I 
(B) Contributions in kind, services, or cash paid to reduce or offset 

costs and eliminate losses from recreational use; 
(2) "Land" means land, roads, water, watercourses, private ways and 

buildings, structures, and machinery or equipment when attached to 
the realty;

I (3) "Owner" means the possessor of a fee interest, a tenant, lessee, 
holder of a conservation easement as defined in § 15-20-402, occupant, 
or person in control of the premises; 

I (4) "Public" and "person" includes the Young Men's Christian Asso­
ciation, Young Women's Christian Association, Boy Scouts of America, 
Girl Scouts of the United States of America, Boys & Girls Clubs of 
America, churches, religious organizations, fraternal organizations,I and other similar organizations; and 

(5) "Recreational purpose" includes, but is not limited to, any of the 
following, or any combination thereof: 

I (A) Hunting; 
(B) Fishing; 
(C) Swimming;

I (D) Boating; 
(E) Camping; 
(F) Picnicking; 

I (G) Hiking; 
(H) Pleasure driving; 
(I) Nature study; 

I (J) Water skiing; 
(K) Winter sports; 
(L) Spelunking; 
(M) Viemng or enjoying historical, archeological, scenic, or scien­

I tific sites; and 
(N) Any other activity undertaken for exercise, education, relax­

ation, or pleasure on land owned by another. 

I
 
I Hiswry. Acts 1965, No. 51, § 2; 1983, Ameodments. The 2007 amendment
 

No. 168, §§ 1,2; 1985, No. 959, § 1;AS.A. insert €d "holder of a conservation ease­

1947, § 50-1102; Acts 1991, No. 485, § I; ment as defined in * 15-20-402" in (3).
 
2007, No. 677, § 1.
 

I
 



I
 
I 18-11-303. Construction. 

Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed to:

I (1) Create a duty of care or ground of liability for inj ury to persons or 
property; or 

I 
(2) Relieve any person using the'land of another for recreational 

purposes from any obligation which he or she may have in the absence 

I 
of this subchapter to exercise care in his or her use of the land and in 
his or her activities thereon or relieve any person from the legal 
consequences of failure to employ such care. 

I 
History. Acts 1965, No. 51, § 7; A.S.A. 

1947, § 50-1107. 

18-11-304. Duty of care. 

I Except as specifically recognized by or provided in § 18-11~307, an 
owner of land owes no duty of care 00 keep the premises safe for entry 
or use by others for recreational purposes or to give any warning of a 
dangerous condition, use, structure, or activity on the premises to

I persons entering for recreational purposes. 

I 
History. Acts 1965, No. 51, § 3; ASA 

1947, § 50-1103. 

18-11-305. Owner's immunity from liability. 

I Except as specific~y ~~c~gnized by or provided in § 18-11-307, an 

I 
owner of land who, either directly or indirectly, invites or permits 
without charge any person to use his or her property for recreational 
purposes does not thereby: " 

(l) Extend any assurance that the lands or premises are safe for any 
purpose; 

I (2) Confer upon the person the legal status of an invitee or licensee 
to whom a duty of care is owed; 

(3) Assume responsibility for or incur liability for any injury 00 
person or property caused by an act or omission of such persons; or

I (4) Assume responsibility for or inew:. liability for injury to the 
person or property caused by any natural or artificial condition, 
structure, or personal property on the land. 

I History. Acts 1965, No. 51, § 4; 1983, 
No. 168, § 3; A.S.A. 1947, § 50-1104. 

I 
18-11-306. Land leased to state. 

Unless otherwise agreed in writing, the provisions of §§ ~8-~~-304I and 18~11-305 shall be deemed applicable to the duties and liability of 
an owner of land leased to the state, or any subdivision thereof, for 

I recreational purposes. 

History. Acta 1965, No. 51, § 5; AS.A. 
1947, § 50-1105, 

1·1 

il 
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I
 
I
 18·11-307. Exceptions to owner's immunity.
 

Nothing in this subchapter limits in any way liability which other­
wise exists: 

I (1) For malicious, but not mere negligent, failure to guard or warn 
against an ultra-hazardous condition, structure, persona] property, use, 
or activity actually known to the owner to be dangerous; and 

(2) For injury suffered in any case in which the owner of land ,charges 

I the person or persons who enter or go on the land for the recreational 
use thereof, except that, in the case of land leased to the state, a 
subdivision thereof, or to a third person, any consideration received by

I the owner for the lease shalIl not be deemed a charge within the 
meaning of this section. 

I
 
History. Acts 1965, No. 51, § 6; 1983,
 

No. 168, § 4; A.SA 1947, § 50-1106.
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I
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USE TABLE 
RESIDENTIAL DlSTRlCTS 

DISTRICTS 

RESIDE~TIAL USES 
AG RR R~O R-) 

ZO:'lING 

R-I A R-2 R~2A R-3 

Single-family detached P P P P P P P P 

Single-family attached C C p p p 

Duplex, triplex. 4-plex P P P P 

Emergency housing unit C C C C C C 

Multi-family P P 

Manufactured housing unit P P P 

Manuf. housing, residential design P P C C p p p p 

~lanufactured housing park P P C 

Group residential C C C C C P P 

Accessory dwelling unit P P P P C C C C 

CI\'Ie A~'D CO'IMERCIAL tSES. 

. 

Airpon or airstrip C 

Animal care. general C 

Animal care. limited C 

Automated teller machine C 

Bed and breakfast C C C C C 

Cemetery C C C C C C C C 

Church P P C C C p P P 

College or university P P P P P 

Communication tower C C C C C C C C 

Convenience store C 

Day care. limited (family home) P P C C C P P P 

Day care. general C C 



assistance due to health reasons. Such reasons shall be certified by a licensed physician. 

Family: One or more persons related by blood, marriage or adoption, or a group of not more 
than five (5) unrelated persons living together and subsisting in common as a single. non-profit 
housekeeping unit utilizing only one kitchen. A family may include domestic servants employed 
by said family. 

Farm: A parcel ofland used for gro\\ing or raising of agricultural products including related 
Slr1Jctures the reon. 

Fence: A barrier constructed to provide privacy or visual separation between one Q\mership 
and another. 

Floodplain reglilafions: Provisions of the Ci t)' of Joneshoro, Flood Damage Prevention 
Ordinance. 

Floor area: The sum of the gross horizontal areas of all of the floors 0 f a principal building or 
buildings. excluding garages and covered parking areas. measured from the exterior faces of 
exterior walls. or from the centerl ine 0 f walls separating two (2) buildings. 

Freighllerminal: A building or area in which freight brought by motor trucks or rail is 
assembled and/or stored for routing in intrastate or interstate shipment by motor truck or rail. 

Fronfage: That edge of a lot bordering a street. 

Garage. pril'Qle: An accessory building or a part ofa main building used for storage purposes 
only for automobiles, vans. pick-up trucks and the like. used solely by the occupants and their 
guests of the building to which it is accessory. 

Golfcourse: A fac iIity providing private or publ ic gol f recrealion services and support 
facilities. excluding miniature golf facilities. 

GOl"ernmenf serrices: Buildings or fJcilities o\\l1ed or operated by government entities and 
providing sen'ices for the public. excluding utilities and recreational services. Typical uses 
include administr::ltive offices of government agencies and utility billing offices. 

Grel!l1hOIlSe or nursery: An establishment primarily engaged in the raising and retail sale of 
horticultural specialties such as flowers, shrubs. and trees, intended for ornamental or 
landscaping purposes. 

Group residential: The use of a site for occupancy by groups of more than five (5) persons. 
not defined as a family. Typical uses include fralemity or sorority houses, dormitories. residence 
halls, and boarding or lodging houses. 

9 



R-l / CONDITIONAL USE
 



VSETABLE 
RESIDENTIAL DISTRICfS 

ZO:\'ING 
DlSTRlCTS 

AG RR R-O R-J R-lA R-2 R-2A R-3 
RESIDE"'TIAL USES 
Single-family detached P P P P P P P P 

Single-family attached C C P P P 

Duplex, triplex. 4-plex P P P P 

Emergency housing unit C C C ( ( ( 

Multi-family P P 

Manufactured housing unit P P P 

Manuf. housing. residential design P P ( C P P P P 

Manufactured housing park P P C 

Group residential ( C C C C P P 

Accessory dwelling unit P P P P C ( C C 

((\'IC A~D (O:\IMERCIAL l"SES 
Airport or airstrip C 

Animal care. general C 

Animal care. limited C 

Automated teller machine C 

Bed and breakfast C C C C C 

Cemetery C C C C C C C C 

Church P P C C C P P P 

College or university P P P P P 

Communication tower C C C C C C C C 

Convenience store C 

Day care. limited (family home) P P C C C p p p 

Day care. general C C 

26 



assistance due to health reasons. Such reasons shall be certified by a licensed physician. 

Family: One or more persons related by blood, maniage or adoption, or a group of not more 
than fi"e (5) unrelated persons living together and subsisting in common as a single. non-profit 
housekeeping unit utilizing only one kitchen. A family may include domestic servants employed 
by said family. 

Farm: A parcel of land used for growing or raising of agricultural products including relaled 
s!nJctures thereon. 

Fence: A barrier constructed to provide privacy or visual separation betv.,een one o\\l1ership 
and another. 

Floodplain regulations: Provisions of the Cit)' of Jonesboro, Flood Damage Prevention 
Ordinance. 

Floor area: The sum of the gross horizontal areas of all of the floors of a principaJ building or 
buildings. excluding garages and covered parking areas. measured from the eXlerior faces of 
eXlerior walls. or from the centerline 0 f walls separating two (2) buildings. 

Freighllerminal.· A building or area in which freight brought by molar trucks or rail is 
assembled and/or swred for routing in intrastate or interstate shipment by motor truck or rail. 

"""_ Fron/age: That edge of a lot bordering a street. 

Garage. pri~'a(e: An accessory building or a part of a main building used for storage purposes 
only for automobiles, vans. pick-up lrUcks and the like. used solely by the occupants and their 
guests of the building to which it is accessory. 

GolfCOllrse: A facility providing private or public golf recreation seT\"ices and suppon 
facilities. excluding miniature golf facilities. 

GO~'ernmenl sen'ices: Buildings or facilities o\\l1ed or opernted by government entities and 
providing services for the public, excluding utilities and recreational services. Typical uses 
include administrative offices of government agencies and utility billing offices. 

Greenhouse or nursery: An establishment primarily engaged in the raising and retail sale of 
horticultural specialties such as nowers. shrubs. and trees, intended for ornamental or 
landscaping purposes. 

Group residential: The use of a site for occupancy by groups of more than five (5) persons. 
not defined as a family. Typical uses include fraternity or sorority houses, dormitories. residence 
halls, and boarding or lodging houses. 

9 



RESPONSE TO
 
MISINFORMATION
 



Dear Friends, 

King's Ranch would like to respond to misinformation that has been circulated recently about our 
ministry. King's Ranch has requested a conditional use pennit for a residence located at 2816 
Day Drive. This beautiful 4900 square foot home sits on 10.57 acres of secluded, wooded 
property that joins Dr. and Mrs. Eddie Cooper's 59+ acre already established ranch. The Cooper's 
have applied for a conditional use pennit that is required in order to have a group home in an R-l 
zoned area. Group homes are allowed in R-I zoned areas with this conditional use permit, 
therefore, no rezoning is necessary. 

The Metropolitan Area Planning Commission (MAPC) st.affreport found that there would be no 
detriment to surrounding neighborhoods if the penn it was granted with eond itions. One of the 
conditions was that the home be limited to one with no more that ~children. The Cooper' s have 
accepted these conditions. 

Response (0 Misinformation: 

1.	 There will be a maximum of 8 children living in the existing home, with Christian 
house parents who are called into this type of ministry. No other "professional or 

domestic staff' will reside io the home. 

2.	 The subject property is on property zoned R- t. The proposed use of this home is
 
pennitted in a R-I zone with a conditional use permit. No re-zoning is necessary.
 

3.	 The original concept was for more than one home, but Dr. and Mrs. Eddie Cooper 
have accepted the conditions recommended by the MAPC staff, including the 
condition of only one home with no more than 8 children. If future expansion is 
considered, a new application and approval would be necessary. 

4.	 KING'S RANCH IS NOT A BUSINESS. IT IS A HOME. It is non profit and
 
there will be no signs erected. The lights go off at night and come on in the
 
moming,just like in any home. King's Ranch is a place for hurting children to
 
have a '''real home".
 

5.	 King's Ranch is not at all simiJarto the House of Refuge. The House of Refuge is 
state funded and accepts teenage girls (ages 13-I 8) that are wards 0 f the state in 
the foster care system. King's Ranch is a private organization that is privately 
funded. Children between the ages of 6 and 12 can come to the ranch. Children 
who are younger than 6 can come if at least 1 sibling is 6 years old. The children 
can remain after age 12 if they are succeeding in the environment. Since King's 
Ranch is privately funded, Dr. and Mrs. Cooper are the ones who will make the 
decision of who comes to live at the ranch. No govenunent agency will make 
those decisions for them. No child who has severe behavioral or emotional 
problems will be allowed to come to King's Ranch for that would undennine the 
King's Ranch ministry. Dr. and Mrs. Cooper have four children of their own, ages 
14 thru 7 and would not put their own children at risk. If a problem did develop, 
the child would be transferred elsewhere or returned to their guardian. 

It is unfortunate that there is a prevalent misunderstanding of what King's Ranch is all about. 
There are so many eh iIdren in our city who just need a safe place to call home and someone to 
love them. This is what King's Ranch desires to give these young children. Our purpose is to 
restore their childhood and share with them and others the hope that comes from a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ. We want to give them an opportunity to succeed in life. We hope 
that some of the misunderstanding has been dispelled and you will join us in being a blessing to 
"one of the least of these". 


