
Finance & Administration Council 

Committee

City of Jonesboro

Meeting Agenda

Municipal Center

300 S. Church Street

Jonesboro, AR 72401

Municipal Center, 300 S. Church4:00 PMTuesday, May 30, 2023

1.  Call To Order

2.  Roll Call by City Clerk April Leggett

3.  Approval of minutes

MIN-23:048 Minutes for the Finance Committee Meeting on May 9, 2023

MinutesAttachments:

4.  New Business

RESOLUTIONS TO BE INTRODUCED

RES-23:096 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF JONESBORO GRANTS AND 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR THE FY2023 

AMERICORPS VISTA PROGRAM GRANT FROM THE NATIONAL CORPORATION 

OF COMMUNITY SERVICE

Sponsors: Grants

RES-23:097 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF JONESBORO GRANTS AND 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR THE FY2024 

SELECTIVE TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM (STEP) FROM THE ARKANSAS 

STATE POLICE

Sponsors: Grants and Police Department

RES-23:098 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF JONESBORO, ARKANSAS TO 

ACCEPT AND TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE U.S. DEPARTMENT 

OF TRANSPORTATION, FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION (FTA) FOR THE 

EXECUTION OF THE FY2018 SECTION 5307, FTA FORMULA GRANT, FOR THE 

JONESBORO ECONOMICAL TRANSIT SYSTEM (JET)

Sponsors: Grants, JETS and Finance

RES-23:099 A RESOLUTION FOR THE CITY OF JONESBORO TO APPROVE THE 2023-2024 

CDBG ACTION PLAN THAT INCLUDES THE 2023-2024 COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) PROJECTS, ACTIVITIES AND BUDGET

Sponsors: Community Development and Grants
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RES-23:100 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF JONESBORO, ARKANSAS TO ACCEPT THE 

AGREEMENT AND ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH BRACKETT KENNERICH 

& ASSOCIATES, P.A. TO PROVIDE ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES

Sponsors: Engineering, Mayor's Office and Police Department

Agreement - Congress Cove BuildingAttachments:

RES-23:101 A RESOLUTION TO WAIVE COMPETITIVE BIDDING AND ACCEPT THE BID 

AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF TWO NEW VEHICLE FOR THE TRANSIT 

DEPARTMENT (JET)

Sponsors: JETS and Finance

BUS_ORDER 05192023Attachments:

5.  Pending Items

RES-23:087 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF JONESBORO, ARKANSAS TO 

ACCEPT AND TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE U.S. DEPARTMENT 

OF TRANSPORTATION, FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION (FTA) FOR THE 

EXECUTION OF THE FY2018 SECTION 5307, FTA FORMULA GRANT, FOR THE 

JONESBORO ECONOMICAL TRANSIT SYSTEM (JET)

Sponsors: Grants, Finance and JETS

Legislative History 

5/9/23 Finance & Administration 

Council Committee

Postponed Temporarily

6.  Other Business

7.  Public Comments

8.  Adjournment
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Municipal Center

300 S. Church Street

Jonesboro, AR 72401

City of Jonesboro

Meeting Minutes

Finance & Administration Council 

Committee

4:00 PM Municipal Center, 300 S. ChurchTuesday, May 9, 2023

1.      Call To Order

2.      Roll Call by City Clerk April Leggett

Councilmember David McClain entered Council Chambers at 4:02 p.m. and was not 

present for Roll Call and MIN-23:044, but he was in attendance starting with 

ORD-23:021 through the remainder of the meeting.

Joe Hafner;Charles Coleman;John Street;David McClain;Brian Emison and 

Anthony Coleman

Present 6 - 

Ann WilliamsAbsent 1 - 

3.      Approval of minutes

MIN-23:044 Minutes for the Finance Committee Meeting on April 25, 2023

MinutesAttachments:

A motion was made by John Street, seconded by Brian Emison, that this matter 

be Passed . The motion PASSED with the following vote.

Charles Coleman;John Street;Brian Emison and Anthony ColemanAye: 4 - 

Ann Williams and David McClainAbsent: 2 - 

4.      New Business

ORDINANCES TO BE INTRODUCED

ORD-23:021 AN ORDINANCE TO UPDATE CITY OF JONESBORO PURCHASING GUIDELINES 

TO REFLECT AMENDMENT TO STATE OF ARKANSAS LEGISLATIVE 

PURCHASING PROCEDURES

Sponsors: Finance

ACT435 2021Attachments:

Chairman Joe Hafner said, before I open up the floor to the committee for questions, I 

did have a few questions regarding this change. I don’t know if Steve wants to come up 

to the podium. Just before we get into discussion about this, I just had a few 

questions. I’ll give them to you, and you can address them as you see fit. One of my 
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first questions is the reason for the change other than to get in line with the state. 

What challenges do the purchasing guidelines as we have them nowadays present? 

Will these changes allow us to operate more efficiently? Will checks and balances still 

be in place to protect the city? Will any other ordinances be impacted by these 

changes such as our professional services guidelines?

Director of Finance Steve Purtee approached the podium and said, those are all really 

good questions. Just to kind of give a little background on this, the state of Arkansas 

updated this in mid ’21 through their regular legislative session. Our current ordinance 

has been on the books since 2011. That is twelve years ago since these have been 

updated. So we thought we would take this opportunity to kind of look at this and think 

about some of the benefits and some of the concerns regarding this. I think there is a 

really important point to make here that this does not impact funding. This is only 

contractual purchasing and those types of things. Funding, budgeting, or appropriating 

is a process that we handle with the passage of our budget and also through any other 

amendments to the budget, that type of thing. So this does not open the door up for 

anything other than addressing the approval level relative to a purchase or issuing a 

contract in that. I think that was really important to point out.

Some of the benefits of this, in a sense, we’re taking the low end of the spectrum and 

we are increasing that from 1000 to 2000. Obviously that will provide our managers the 

ability to move more efficiently in their departments for purchases on the small side of 

the window there. It should facilitate ongoing purchasing that is occurring currently 

through local vendors, and we hope to promote that further to keep that in a local. 

Currently, a manager will go through the process of identifying competitive bids or 

telephone bids in most cases for those small purchases. This will just allow them to 

move further on through that process and keep that locally as well. Some of those are 

internet bids as well, so we think that it will assist in that regard. Relative to ongoing 

maintenance of equipment, you can see we specifically identified that in this 

ordinance. That is a new part to this ordinance. It was not in the original. Again, with 

the thinking that whenever sanitation maintenance worker performs just an ongoing 

brake job on a maintenance truck or street equipment, those types of things, those 

expenditures are well over a thousand dollars at this point in time. It requires them to 

stop their process to go through the action of securing the pricing support and then 

submitting that to city hall for the purchasing agent to work through that, get the 

mayor’s approval and go on through that process. So we are hopeful that it will expedite 

that process as well. Obviously that should allow us to be quicker on addressing our 

equipment needs, getting those back on the road, back in service, those types of 

things. When you start looking at some of the details of this on that low end of the 

spectrum, that 1000 to 2000 level, and also the ongoing maintenance, that represents 

about 180 purchase orders that we issued in 2022 of our 650 total. So that represents 

about 30% of our volume; but when you look at the dollar volume, it’s only about 

$360,000, which is about one and a half percent of our total PO’s issued. We issued 

$28 million in PO’s last year. So we are saying that there is a very small window there 

that we are doing a lot of manpower, a lot of work on trying to control that. The other 

part of that is of that 180 PO’s, about 75% of those are in the $1000 range. So we’re 

saying that there would be considerable manpower savings in that regard. You know, 

we are spending a lot of time on a very small percentage of that. Anything over $2000 

is not going to change relative to its approval authority. It’s still going to go through the 

purchasing agent. It’s still going to go to the mayor’s office. His office will provide their 

approval on it as well. Then it comes back to the finance department for review by my 

position. Then through the payment process or accounts payable clerk will look at that 

as well. Our finance manager looks at it also, so it still gets quite a few sets of eyes 

relative to that.
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When you think about the other end of the spectrum, going from 20,000 to 35,000, and 

that is basically where we are today. In 2022, we issued $1.5 million in purchase orders 

between 20,000 and 35,000. So again, one and a half million is about 5% of that total 

we issued last year. Again, the city council, even after the passage of this ordinance, 

will still approve over 85% of all our purchase orders or contracts, purchasing in that 

regard. A key point again is it has nothing to do with budgeting. That budgeting 

process happens absent and separate from this process as well. That is some of the 

overview. It’s a lot of numbers, but I am trying to address any questions that you might 

have.

Councilmember John Street asked, on those under 2000, will supervisors still have to 

approve that? Director Steve Purtee said, yes, sir. The department manager approves 

that through their office as well, and then it will come over to the accounts payable 

department. Our accounts payable specialist looks at it, sets it up for presentment 

through the AP process. It’s also reviewed by our finance manager as well. So it still 

gets three sets of eyes before anything. Councilmember John Street said, yes, I just 

wanted to make sure it wasn’t just the guy working on the truck ordering a part. Thank 

you.

A motion was made by John Street, seconded by Brian Emison, that this matter 

be Recommended to Council . The motion PASSED with the following vote.

Charles Coleman;John Street;David McClain;Brian Emison and Anthony 

Coleman

Aye: 5 - 

Ann WilliamsAbsent: 1 - 

RESOLUTIONS TO BE INTRODUCED

RES-23:079 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF JONESBORO, ARKANSAS TO APPLY 

FOR THE FY2023 COPS (COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES) HIRING 

PROGRAM THROUGH THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Sponsors: Grants and Police Department

A motion was made by John Street, seconded by Brian Emison, that this matter 

be Postponed Indefinitely . The motion PASSED with the following vote.

Charles Coleman;John Street;David McClain;Brian Emison and Anthony 

Coleman

Aye: 5 - 

Ann WilliamsAbsent: 1 - 

RES-23:084 A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY OF JONESBORO, ARKANSAS TO ACCEPT THE 

LOW BID AND ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH BAILEY CONTRACTORS, INC.FOR 

THE RESTROOM AND CONCESSION STAND FOR JOE MACK CAMPBELL PARK 

(2023:11)

Sponsors: Engineering and Parks & Recreation

Bid Tab

Contract Documents 2023 11

Attachments:

A motion was made by John Street, seconded by Brian Emison, that this matter 

be Recommended to Council . The motion PASSED with the following vote.
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Charles Coleman;John Street;David McClain;Brian Emison and Anthony 

Coleman

Aye: 5 - 

Ann WilliamsAbsent: 1 - 

RES-23:085 A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE WILLINGNESS OF THE CITY OF JONESBORO, 

ARKANSAS TO UTILIZE FEDERAL-AID RECREATIONAL TRAIL PROGRAM (RTP) 

FUNDS; AND, AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF JONESBORO GRANTS AND 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR THE FY23 

RECREATIONAL TRAIL PROGRAM (RTP) THROUGH THE ARKANSAS 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Sponsors: Grants, Parks & Recreation and Finance

RES-23.085 Budget Attachment1

RES-23.085 Budget Attachment2

Attachments:

Councilmember Dr. Anthony Coleman said, I have a question. So, I’ve never heard of 

Lacy Park, and I was trying to figure out where that is. Chairman Joe Hafner said, I 

asked that question yesterday of Mr. Kapales. It’s the 72 acres next to Joe Mack. That 

would be like if you’re going down Dan Avenue before you get to Joe Mack, where 

there is a stoplight and a partial road, that’s where the Lacy Park is. I asked for a 

picture too. Councilmember Dr. Anthony Coleman said, this has not been developed? 

Chairman Joe Hafner said no. Councilmember Dr. Anthony Coleman said, and they are 

trying to develop it into this trail? Chairman Joe Hafner said right. Councilmember Dr. 

Anthony Coleman said, that was all I had. Chairman Joe Hafner said, and the reason 

it’s called Lacy Park is, I believe the land was purchased from the Lacy’s. 

Councilmember David McClain said, so this is just a trail around the park itself. 

Chairman Joe Hafner said, yes. This is just a soft surface trail. I don’t know if Craig or 

Tony can talk more about that. Councilmember David McClain said, so I’m confused. 

We’ve got a street coming into it, but we’re going to have a trail that crosses it? 

Chairman Joe Hafner said, it’s kind of like a Shelby Farms type trail. Councilmember 

David McClain said, but you’ve got a street coming into it. So am I going to be able to 

drive into it, or am I going to go to Craighead Forest?

Engineering Director Craig Light approached the podium and said, it’s at Joe Mack 

Campbell Park. Councilmember David McClain said, not Craighead Forest. That’s what 

I meant. Director Craig Light said, you will park in the parking lot at the soccer fields 

and walk over to it or park at the maintenance shop. But it is currently used by cross 

country teams. So the idea is it’s going to be a cross country track for local schools to 

hold cross country events. So they are currently using the property for that, but this will 

upgrade that trail system. Two laps around will be a 5k race for them. There is a low 

area that will be a boardwalk that they will run across, so there are some 

improvements to make it more usable and more competitive and to be able to host 

cross country events for the schools. Then, of course, the general public can go out 

there and do trail runs as well. But it’s a twelve foot wide soft surface trail. 1.55 miles, I 

think is the loop if I remember correctly.

A motion was made by John Street, seconded by Brian Emison, that this matter 

be Recommended to Council . The motion PASSED with the following vote.

Charles Coleman;John Street;David McClain;Brian Emison and Anthony 

Coleman

Aye: 5 - 

Ann WilliamsAbsent: 1 - 
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RES-23:086 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF JONESBORO, ARKANSAS TO 

ACCEPT AND TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION, FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION (FTA) FOR THE 

EXECUTION OF THE FY2020 SECTION 5339, FTA FORMULA GRANT, FOR THE 

JONESBORO ECONOMICAL TRANSIT SYSTEM (JET)

Sponsors: Grants, Finance and JETS

A motion was made by John Street, seconded by Brian Emison, that this matter 

be Recommended to Council . The motion PASSED with the following vote.

Charles Coleman;John Street;David McClain;Brian Emison and Anthony 

Coleman

Aye: 5 - 

Ann WilliamsAbsent: 1 - 

RES-23:087 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF JONESBORO, ARKANSAS TO 

ACCEPT AND TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION, FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION (FTA) FOR THE 

EXECUTION OF THE FY2018 SECTION 5307, FTA FORMULA GRANT, FOR THE 

JONESBORO ECONOMICAL TRANSIT SYSTEM (JET)

Sponsors: Grants, Finance and JETS

Councilmember Dr. Anthony Coleman said, yes sir, I have a question, Chairman. Is 

this a typo under the first whereas? The amount of $214,189 and then the second one 

remaining $214,198? Chairman Joe Hafner said, it looks like it’s a 50% match; so with 

the $214,198 plus the $214,198 equal the $428,378. Is that right? Councilmember Dr. 

Anthony Coleman said, it says the remaining funds of $214,189. Chief Operating 

Officer Tony Thomas said, it appears two numbers have been transposed in that first 

whereas. That $214,189 should be 198 throughout the document. Chairman Joe Hafner 

said, hold on one second. You’re saying it should be $214,198? Mr. Thomas said yes. 

Chairman Joe Hafner said, $428,396 is what I come up with instead of $428,378. I’ll 

give you a minute to look at your notes. Mr. Thomas said, we will have to get the grant 

application and confirm the exact number. Chairman Joe Hafner said, so do we need 

to postpone until the next finance meeting? Mr. Thomas said, we can do that.

A motion was made by John Street, seconded by Brian Emison, that this matter 

be Postponed Temporarily . The motion PASSED with the following vote.

Charles Coleman;John Street;David McClain;Brian Emison and Anthony 

Coleman

Aye: 5 - 

Ann WilliamsAbsent: 1 - 

RES-23:088 A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE WILLINGNESS OF THE CITY OF JONESBORO, 

ARKANSAS TO UTILIZE FEDERAL-AID TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES 

PROGRAM FUNDS; AND, AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF JONESBORO GRANTS AND 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR THE FY23 

TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM (TAP) THROUGH THE ARKANSAS 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Sponsors: Grants, Finance, Engineering and Parks & Recreation

RES-23.088 Project-Cost-Estimate-Sheet1

RES-23.088 Project-Cost-Estimate-Sheet2

Attachments:

Councilmember John Street said, the remaining $1,146,320.42 from other funds, where 

exactly is that scheduled to come from? And over what period of time, I guess? 
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Director of Grants Regina Burkett approached the podium and said, it’s going to take a 

little while to get the grant executed if we receive it, the agreement, and the 

environmentals. So what we will do is we will continue to apply for other grants to go 

along with this one to make up the difference, and then we will look for other forms of 

funding also. Councilmember John Street said, okay, now if you accept this grant you 

have to do the project. Is that correct? Director Regina Burkett said, if you accept it, 

but if we have problems, we can always turn it back. Councilmember John Street said, 

okay. Well, this is the first I’ve heard of this; and I mean actually on the ground to go 

to the park. Have we approved this project? Or is doing this approving it? Is applying 

for this TAP grant approval, or have we approved it already? And if we did, when did we 

approve it? Ms. Burkett said, well, that’s going to be a Craig question, so let me ask 

him. Craig, has this project been approved already by city council? Or are we approving 

this project now?

Director of Engineering Craig Light approached the podium and said, I don’t know that 

there has been a specific ask of city council to approve a project along South 

Culberhouse, but it is included as a side path in our master street plan. So the trail on 

there is included in the master street plan, which has been approved by city council. 

Councilmember John Street said, so it has been approved short of funding, is what 

you are saying? Mr. Light said, right. The concept itself has been approved, but it has 

not been developed into a funded project. This would be the first ask for funding for a 

trail along South Culberhouse south of the interstate. Chairman Joe Hafner said, and 

Craig, didn’t the one Jonesboro plan also include a link along Culberhouse? Mr. Light 

said, the one Jonesboro plan has a trail along the drainage way by Home Depot up 

through Kensington and Dunwoody up through that area. Chairman Joe Hafner said, 

this is just kind of an alternative route. Mr. Light said, the master street plan has 

arterial roadways and collector roadways, side path designations for those major 

classifications divide bicycle facilities; and so it is included in the master street plan to 

have a bicycle facility along this roadway at some point. With the new trail that is 

coming through Southern Hills Mall that will go from Highway 49 to South Culberhouse, 

we felt like it was time to start looking for funding to at least get it from that point 

south to Craighead Forest Park. So there is a bicycle trail, a side path, through the 

Southern Hills Mall that will come out just on the north end of this path. Chairman Joe 

Hafner said, this part of 226 is going to become city property too, right? Is that 

correct? Mr. Light said, this is actually 141.

Councilmember John Street said, technically right now it does belong to the state, so 

there can’t be anything done until it’s turned over to the city after the Martin Luther King 

project is finished, is that correct? Mr. Light said, no, I don’t believe so. ARDOT allows 

side paths along their state highways now. They changed that position just a few years 

ago. City Council actually approved an agreement with ARDOT to participate in a side 

path along 351, and then this section to the south of that coming to Hilltop, ARDOT 

has indicated that the city could get a permit and build that side path by permit through 

them. Councilmember John Street said, so are you just accumulating funding as this 

goes along step by step by step? Mr. Light said, we are hopeful the council will 

appropriate additional funds for it, but yes. Councilmember John Street said, but what 

about the money for the overpass over the bypass? Mr. Light said, I believe that is 

included in the MPO’s ask. Councilmember John Street said, is that one that ARDOT 

would be paying for, or are we going to pay 20% of that? Mr. Light said, I have no idea 

what the funding for that source would come from at this point. Councilmember John 

Street said, do you know what the total estimated cost of the project will be when 

completed including that overpass from start to finish in those dollars when that comes 

to fruition? Mr. Light said, no, I know that we have an estimate of what a pedestrian 

overpass over the interstate at South Culberhouse would be. We just recently had an 
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estimate done on it. It was somewhere shy of $9 million. I’m not sure exactly the dollar 

amount, but between eight and nine million if I remember correctly. Councilmember 

John Street said, and this is a million two roughly, or when it’s done it will be even 

more. So you’re looking at an estimated total of what? Mr. Light said, there is still a 

section between the end of this and what sort of pedestrian overpass might be over the 

interstate, but this will connect into the future Red Wolf Way trail, and it’s being 

constructed by the developer through the Southern Hills Mall site. So it will connect to 

Highway 49. There are other possibilities that pedestrians can get north and south off 

this trail. It wouldn’t be a dead end trail on the north end. If a pedestrian overpass over 

the interstate was never constructed, this is still a viable trail link to get people north 

and south to Craighead Forest Park. There are a lot of homes, a lot of people who live 

in that area that have to get in a car to get to Craighead Forest or try to ride their bikes 

or walk down Craighead Forest Road, which is very dangerous, very hilly, a lot of blind 

hills. So to get people to the park, we are either going to have to put them in cars, or 

we are going to provide pedestrian facilities to get them out there. The master street 

plan has pedestrian facilities, and that is what this grant would pay for would be for 

pedestrian facilities, a portion of that.

Councilmember John Street said, do you have any kind of estimate on how many 

people actually utilize that, or would utilize it once it is finished? I mean, we do 

assessments of roads and what traffic counts are. Do you have any kind of hard 

figures of how many people utilize this? Director Craig Light said, I don’t have any 

bicycle counts anywhere in the city to share with you. Chairman Joe Hafner said, Mr. 

Street, as someone who rides a bike, I know people really enjoy going out to 

Craighead and riding around Craighead, especially not only mountain bikes where the 

mountain bike trails are being improved, but people enjoy going out there and doing 

loops on road bikes around Craighead because it’s a good route. Councilmember John 

Street said, I know. I agree. It’s a nice place to go. I just think there needs to be a 

certain return on the cost of these things, and it’s an exorbitant amount of money if 

there are not enough people that it justifies doing it. We spend a ton of money now on 

bike trails and things that are all great, but we can’t have them everywhere all at one 

time. We need other things in the city. I think the pool at Parker Park was great. I 

think we need a pool at Allen Park. I think we need a pool at a few other places. I 

mean, I’d like to see some of the money that we’ve got go to area parks and pools and 

things that other segments of the population can use. That is all I am trying to point 

out.

Chairman Joe Hafner said, I will say this too. I just want to remind everybody that I 

know the purpose of the prepared food tax is to help with the sports complex, but the 

prepared food tax will, I believe, help with projects such as these. I mean, this is a 

Parks and Rec project. So I think this is something that could in the future be eligible 

to get some of the prepared food tax to be used to help finish it. Councilmember John 

Street said, I was hoping some of that would help fund that flyover that is proposed 

because that is a very expensive project. Even if we get grants, there is going to be a 

lot of money in that thing. But it seems like we are trying to do things all over the place 

instead of concentrating on some of the things that have already been put forward that 

would be really good to have.

Councilmember Dr. Anthony Coleman said, I appreciate you, Councilman Street, 

because you posed the first question that I was going to ask; but also I am just trying 

to wrap my mind around this because this is a lot of money for a project. Help me out, 

because the first whereas, it says that we have to get the funds, pay for this project up 

front before we can be reimbursed for that section; and then, according to this, it’s 

saying the remaining funds, we’ll have to find other funding. So, maybe you can explain 
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it to me, but for me and my understanding, we don’t have the funds up front, we’ve got 

to find those; and then, yes, we will be reimbursed, but we still can’t complete the 

project because we don’t have the other funding. So I tend to agree with Councilman 

Street. I just need a little bit more information on what this is and why. Chairman Joe 

Hafner said, Dr. Coleman, are you thinking that we have to spend the money when we 

get it, but we’re not going to be able to finish the trail, so we’re going to have a trail that 

is not complete? I mean, you wouldn’t start the project until you had all the funding. 

Councilmember Dr. Anthony Coleman said, not according to this. Chairman Joe Hafner 

said, I mean, unless I am reading it wrong, Craig.

Director of Engineering Craig Light approached the podium and said, I wouldn’t start 

the project until city council and the administration told me that I had the funds to go to 

construction. Now, that is up to you guys when you give me those funds to go to 

construction. I don’t have the authorization to start a project without the city council 

authorizing those funds whether they are grant or an allocation of the budget. All we 

are doing is asking for is an opportunity to bring in half a million dollars to go towards a 

project. The remaining part of that can come from other grants, can come from other 

allocations, can come from all other sources; but until city council allocates those 

funds, there is no project for me to let to contract. For Creath Street, we got three 

separate grants to pay for Creath Street. It took a lot of years, but we finally got three 

separate allocations of close to half a million dollars each, and we are ready to let that 

thing go to construction. On University Heights, we were able to get one grant towards 

that project, and then city council made an allocation of another $1.6 million towards 

that project. So we have the funding for it. We are at 60%. We are starting with the 

preparing the right of way acquisition documents and utility relocation agreements; and 

as soon as those processes are done, we’ll let it to construction because we have the 

funding because city council has allocated those funds. Now this project would 

proceed the same way. City council will either allocate funds or we will be searching for 

additional grant funds until we have enough money that we can let it within the amount 

that’s available to us. I can’t let it out to construction without city council authorizing 

the money; but you know if we don’t start building, it’s get a little bit here, a little bit 

there until we get enough in the kitty to be able to get to do a project. If we just wait 

and try to get everything all at once, we’re going to not be doing anything because 

ARDOT’s cap at one time is half a million. They are not going to give us 1.5 all in one 

year. It will be over three years and three different grant applications.

Councilmember Dr. Anthony Coleman said, yes sir. I appreciate that, and I think that 

is a gentleman’s response. I’m just with Councilman Street in that there has been 

certain master plans and other things that have been presented; and this is, from my 

understanding, unless you all have seen this before, but it’s new to me, and I’m 

assuming this is a new project. It’s just my opinion, but these type of things before we 

say, hey, let’s start this other project, how is it going to fit in the current ones that we 

have? That’s just my concern. And that’s all I have, just for the record.

A motion was made by David McClain, seconded by Brian Emison, that this 

matter be Recommended to Council . The motion PASSED with the following 

vote.

Joe Hafner;Charles Coleman;David McClain and Brian EmisonAye: 4 - 

John Street and Anthony ColemanNay: 2 - 

Ann WilliamsAbsent: 1 - 

RES-23:089 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF JONESBORO, ARKANSAS TO WAIVE 
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COMPETITIVE BIDDING AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN 

AGREEMENT WITH AXON GROUP, INC. TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT 

AND SERVICES

Sponsors: Grants, Finance and Police Department

Jonesboro 31 BWC & TASERAttachments:

A motion was made by John Street, seconded by Brian Emison, that this matter 

be Recommended to Council . The motion PASSED with the following vote.

Charles Coleman;John Street;David McClain;Brian Emison and Anthony 

Coleman

Aye: 5 - 

Ann WilliamsAbsent: 1 - 

RES-23:090 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF JONESBORO, ARKANSAS TO WAIVE 

COMPETITIVE BIDDING AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN 

AGREEMENT WITH AXON GROUP, INC. TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT 

AND SERVICES

Sponsors: Grants, Finance and Police Department

Jonesboro Updated Quote - 8BWCAttachments:

A motion was made by John Street, seconded by Brian Emison, that this matter 

be Recommended to Council . The motion PASSED with the following vote.

Charles Coleman;John Street;David McClain;Brian Emison and Anthony 

Coleman

Aye: 5 - 

Ann WilliamsAbsent: 1 - 

5.      Pending Items

6.      Other Business

7.      Public Comments

8.      Adjournment

A motion was made by John Street, seconded by Brian Emison, that this 

meeting be Adjourned. The motion PASSED with the following vote.

Charles Coleman;John Street;David McClain;Brian Emison and Anthony 

Coleman

Aye: 5 - 

Ann WilliamsAbsent: 1 - 
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Text File

City of Jonesboro 300 S. Church Street

Jonesboro, AR 72401

File Number: RES-23:096

Agenda Date:   Status: To Be IntroducedVersion: 1

File Type: ResolutionIn Control: Finance & Administration Council Committee

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF JONESBORO GRANTS AND 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR THE FY2023 

AMERICORPS VISTA PROGRAM GRANT FROM THE NATIONAL CORPORATION OF 

COMMUNITY SERVICE

WHEREAS, applications are now being accepted for the FY2023 AmeriCorps VISTA grant 

program; and

WHEREAS, the total project cost is $66,882, and the City of Jonesboro is requesting $53,483 

in AmeriCorps VISTA funding and will provide a local match of $13,399; and

WHEREAS, the City of Jonesboro will cover the living allowance for one (1) VISTA member 

and AmeriCorps will cover the living allowance for two (2) VISTA members, as well as all 

three (3) members’ associated benefits; and

WHEREAS, the three positions to be filled are Outreach Officer, Fundraising Specialist and 

Grant Writer; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF 

JONESBORO, ARKANSAS, THAT:

SECTION 1: The Jonesboro City Council supports the submission of the 2023 application to 

the AmeriCorps VISTA for three members to join the staff of the Grants and Community 

Development department; and

SECTION 2: The Mayor and the City Clerk are hereby authorized by the City Council for the 

City of Jonesboro, Arkansas, to execute all necessary documents to effectuate the application; 

and

SECTION 3: The Grants and Community Development department is hereby authorized by the 

City Council for the City of Jonesboro, Arkansas, to submit all necessary documents for this 

grant.
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Text File

City of Jonesboro 300 S. Church Street

Jonesboro, AR 72401

File Number: RES-23:097

Agenda Date:   Status: To Be IntroducedVersion: 1

File Type: ResolutionIn Control: Finance & Administration Council Committee

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF JONESBORO GRANTS AND 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR THE FY2024 

SELECTIVE TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT PROGRAM (STEP) FROM THE ARKANSAS 

STATE POLICE

WHEREAS, applications are now being accepted for the FY2024 Selective Traffic 

Enforcement Program; and

WHEREAS, the total project cost is $87,565.47, and the City of Jonesboro is requesting 

$42,565.47 in Selective Traffic Enforcement Program (STEP) funding and will provide a local 

match of $45,000 through in-kind services such as officers’ salaries and fringe benefits, vehicle 

maintenance and child passenger clinics that are appropriated in the 2023 budget and will be 

appropriated in the 2024 budget; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF 

JONESBORO, ARKANSAS, THAT:

SECTION 1: The Jonesboro City Council supports the submission of the 2024 application to 

the Selective Traffic Enforcement Program (STEP) for the purchase of two LIDAR units and 

overtime pay for officers to enforce laws regarding seat belts, speed, DWI/DUI and distracted 

driving (texting/cell phone use). In addition, the City will purchase 125 child safety seats; and

SECTION 2: The Mayor and the City Clerk are hereby authorized by the City Council for the 

City of Jonesboro, Arkansas, to execute all necessary documents to effectuate the application; 

and

SECTION 3: The Grants and Community Development department is hereby authorized by the 

City Council for the City of Jonesboro, Arkansas, to submit all necessary documents for this 

grant.
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Text File

City of Jonesboro 300 S. Church Street

Jonesboro, AR 72401

File Number: RES-23:098

Agenda Date:   Status: To Be IntroducedVersion: 1

File Type: ResolutionIn Control: Finance & Administration Council Committee

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF JONESBORO, ARKANSAS TO ACCEPT 

AND TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION, FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION (FTA) FOR THE 

EXECUTION OF THE FY2018 SECTION 5307, FTA FORMULA GRANT, FOR THE 

JONESBORO ECONOMICAL TRANSIT SYSTEM (JET)

WHEREAS, the City of Jonesboro, Arkansas has remaining Federal funds from the FY2018 

Section 5307, FTA Formula Grant, in the amount of $214,189; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Jonesboro, AR, and JET request the remaining $214,189 in Federal 

funding with a 50% local match of $214,189 for a total funding of $428,378 for operating 

assistance; and,

 

WHEREAS, the City of Jonesboro, Arkansas is considered as the recipient and the Arkansas 

Department of Transportation is considered the designated recipient for the Section 5307, FTA 

Formula Grant.

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF 

JONESBORO, ARKANSAS THAT:

 

Section 1: The City of Jonesboro, Arkansas will enter into an agreement with the Federal 

Transit Administration for the FY2018 Section 5307, FTA Formula Grant, for operating 

assistance.

 

Section 2: The City of Jonesboro will submit the request for release of funds to the Federal 

Transit Administration.

 

Section 3: The Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized by the City Council for the City of 

Jonesboro, Arkansas to execute all documents necessary to effectuate this agreement.
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Text File

City of Jonesboro 300 S. Church Street

Jonesboro, AR 72401

File Number: RES-23:099

Agenda Date:   Status: To Be IntroducedVersion: 1

File Type: ResolutionIn Control: Finance & Administration Council Committee

A RESOLUTION FOR THE CITY OF JONESBORO TO APPROVE THE 2023-2024 CDBG 

ACTION PLAN THAT INCLUDES THE 2023-2024 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) PROJECTS, ACTIVITIES AND BUDGET

WHEREAS, the City of Jonesboro, Arkansas has held two public hearings and one public 

review and comment period for the Annual CDBG Action Plan; and

 

WHEREAS, the 2023-24 CDBG Action Plan is in the second year of the (2022 - 2026) 

Five-Year Consolidated Plan designed to address goals set for community needs; and

 

WHEREAS, the FY 2023-2024 Action CDBG Plan contains the projects, activities and budget 

for allocated Federal funds of $652,511. The 2023-2024 Action Plan's budget has been listed 

below:

 

CDBG FY 2023-2024 BUDGET ALLOCATION:

$652,511

 

ADMINISTRATION:

$130,502.02

 

Public Services

First Time Homebuyers

$15,000.00

CASA of the 2nd Judicial District

$11,875.00

Jonesboro Business Association

$19,951.51

Hope Found of Northeast Arkansas

$19,598.62

Hispanic Community Services, Inc.

$19,951.52
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North Jonesboro Community Development Corporation

$11,500.00

 

LMI Homeowner Rehab

$60,000.00

 

Homelessness

$45,000.00

 

Public Infrastructure / Facilities

Public Improvements

$150,000.00

Demolition & Clearance Assistance

$15,000.00

Neighborhood Revitalization Program

$104,132.33

Sewer Connection Projects

$50,000.00                                          

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

JONESBORO, ARKANSAS:

 

SECTION 1:  The 2023-2024 Action Plan, attached hereto, is hereby approved by the City 

Council.

 

SECTION 2: The 2023-2024 CDBG projects, activities and budget are hereby approved for the 

Action Plan.

 

SECTION 3: The Mayor, Harold Copenhaver and City Clerk, April Leggett are hereby 

authorized to execute all documents necessary to effectuate the Action Plan.

 

SECTION 4:  The Grants and Community Development department is hereby directed to 

submit the plan to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
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Text File

City of Jonesboro 300 S. Church Street

Jonesboro, AR 72401

File Number: RES-23:100

Agenda Date:   Status: To Be IntroducedVersion: 1

File Type: ResolutionIn Control: Finance & Administration Council Committee

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF JONESBORO, ARKANSAS TO ACCEPT THE 

AGREEMENT AND ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH BRACKETT KENNERICH & 

ASSOCIATES, P.A. TO PROVIDE ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES

WHEREAS, the City of Jonesboro desires to enter into an agreement for architectural services 

for renovation designs for Congress Cove building improvements to be constructed should the 

right-to-purchase option in the current lease agreement be exercised; and

 

WHEREAS, Brackett Kennerich & Associates P.A. has been determined to be the most 

qualified firm for the project; and

 

WHEREAS, Brackett Kennerich & Associates P.A. has agreed to provide architectural services, 

as described in the attached agreement; and                  

 

WHEREAS, the funding for the execution of the agreement shall come from Insurance 

Proceeds derived from the 2020 tornado and compensation shall be paid in accordance with the 

agreement.

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

JONESBORO, ARKANSAS;

 

Section 1.  That the City of Jonesboro shall accept the proposal and enter into an agreement 

with Brackett Kennerich & Associates P.A. to provide architectural services for the 

Renovations of the Congress Cove Building.

 

Section 2.  The funding for the execution of the agreement shall come from Insurance Proceeds 

and compensation shall be paid in accordance with the agreement.

 

Section 3.  The Mayor and the City Clerk are hereby authorized by the City Council for the City 

of Jonesboro to execute all documents necessary to effectuate the agreement.
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Text File

City of Jonesboro 300 S. Church Street

Jonesboro, AR 72401

File Number: RES-23:101

Agenda Date:   Status: To Be IntroducedVersion: 1

File Type: ResolutionIn Control: Finance & Administration Council Committee

A RESOLUTION TO WAIVE COMPETITIVE BIDDING AND ACCEPT THE BID 

AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF TWO NEW VEHICLE FOR THE TRANSIT 

DEPARTMENT (JET)

WHEREAS, the Transit Department of the City of Jonesboro, Arkansas request to purchase 2 

(two) 2024 Ford E450 cutaway buses, and 

 

WHEREAS, the State Procurement Program did not award a contract for State Bid transit 

vehicles of this type; and

 

WHEREAS, it is still unknown when these vehicle types will be available on State Bid again 

due to continued supply disruptions; and 

 

WHEREAS, city staff performed extensive research to locate vehicles to replace current 

vehicles in our aging fleet; and  

 

WHEREAS, The 2 (two) 2024 Ford E450 cutaway chassis are in stock and ready to be built to 

JET’s specifications; and 

 

WHEREAS, the equipment may be purchased from Central States Bus Sales, Inc. for the sum 

of $123,833.00 each, ($247,666.00); and 

 

WHEREAS, funding for this purchase is to be paid from the JET 5307 and CARES Act Grant. 

 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF 

JONESBORO, ARKANSAS THAT:

 

1.                     The City of Jonesboro hereby approves the purchase of 2 (two) 2024 Ford E450 

cutaway buses for use by JET.

 

2.                     The City Council in accordance with the terms of A.C.A. Section 14-58-303 

hereby waives the requirement of competitive bidding due to the continued supply 

disruptions making bidding impractical and directs the purchasing agent to purchase the 

above-described vehicles for the price set forth above.
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3.                     Mayor Harold Copenhaver and City Clerk April Leggett are hereby authorized by the 

City Council for the City of Jonesboro to execute all documents necessary to effectuate this 

purchase.
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Purchase Order: 

Agency: 

Address: 

City, State, Zip: 
Contact: 
Phone Number: 

FTA PO No. 

FAIN No. 

State Job No. 
Item No. 

1 
A 
B 

Price Reductions 

C 
D 
E 
F 
G 
H 

I 
J 

K 

L 
M 

N 
0 

O ltem#1 
0 ltem#2 
Oltem#3 
0 ltem#4 

#18 PT 20-06, Item 3-8 
#18 25' Ford Medium Cutaway Bus with WC Lift (16-Pass. or 16/2 WC) 

(Driver Not Included • per NTD) 
CDL Required/ Length: 25 Feet/ Seating: 16 Pass. Or 16/2 WC 

REVISED PRICING-✓ET Date: 5/19/2023 

JET System

PO Box 1845 

Jonesboro,  AR 72203 

Public Transportation 
(870)935 - 5387

Vendor: ATTN: Mark Harris, (501) 517-4910 
Central States Bus Sales, Inc. 

420 Lake Drive 

North Little Rock, AR 72117 

Vendor Federal ID# 431051799 
Description Quantity Bid Price Price Extension 

25' Ford Medium Cutaway Bus with WC Lift (16-Pass. or 16/2 WC) 1 $ 110,208 $ 110,208 
1,000lb. Wheelchair Lift Meeting ADA Specifications 1 $ 5,995 $ 5,995 
Wheelchair Restraint System - Retractable System (Requires 21 2 $ 810 $ 1,620 
Seat Reduction - Double 4 $ 1770! $ (3,080) 
BASE PRICE $ 114 743 
Optional Equipment {Per Unit): 
Safety Bumper (Rear) 0 $ 940 $ 

Child Safety Alert System {REQUIRED if transporlinq children) 0 $ 300 $

LED Destination Siim /Front and Side) 1 $ 6,625 $ 6,625 
Floor Coverinq Alto Upqrade 1 $ 645 $ 645 
Raised Flat Floor 0 $ 705 $

Double Fold-A-Way Flip Seat - Forward Facinq Only 0 $ 1,885 $

Child Restraint Svstems (per oassenQer seat. comes standard with 3) 0 $ 145 $ 

Seat Belt Extensions (per passenqer seal) 0 $ 70 $ -

Mor/Ryde Suspension 1 $ 1,340 $ 1,340 
Plush Fabric Upholstery Upqrade (per passenqer seal) 0 $ 95 $ -

Optional Vinyl Upholstery Nanocide (per passenger seat) 0 $ 95 $ -

Safety Exit / Ventilator 1 $ 480 $ 480 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
PPE - Stationary Sneeze Guard for Non-Flip Seat (per pass. seat) 0 $ 78 $ 

PPE - Pivot Type Sneeze Guard for Flip Seat (per pass. seal) 0 $ 108 $ 

PPE - Social Distance Seat Bands (per pass. seat) 0 $ 26 $ 
PPE - Grab Rail Covers 0 $ 15 $ 

Color: White 

F.O.B. Arkansas Department of Transportation 
103241-30 
Little Rock, AR 72203 

Total Price 

Ordered by: 

Approved by: 

Agency: JET 

Address: 

City, State, Zip-+4 

Agency: 

Address: 

City, State, Zip-+4 

Agency: 

Address: 

City, State, Zip-+4 

 

ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OFTRANSPORTATION 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION 

DUNS Number 

ALI Code 

FT Number 

FT Number 

FT Number 

s 123,833 

$ 99,066 80% Federal Funding 
$ 24,767 20% Local Funding 

$ 123,833 Total 

The Arkansas Department of Transportation (Department) complies with all civil rights provisions of federal statutes and related authorities that prohibited discrimination in programs and 
activities receiving federal financial assistance. Therefore, !he Department does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, color, age national origin, religion. disability, Limited English 
Prof1Giency (LEP), or low-income status in the admission, access to and treatment in Department's programs and activities, as well as the Department's hiring or employment practices. 

Complaints of alleged discrimination and inquiries regarding the Department's nondiscrimination policies may be directed to Joanna P. McFadden, Section Head - EEO/DBE 
(ADA/504fTitle VI Coordinator), P.O. Box 2261, Little Rock, AR 72203, (501) 569-2298, (VoicerrTY 711 ), or the following email address: joanna.mcfadden@ardot.gov 

Free language assistance for Limited English Proficient individuals is available upon request 
This notice is available from the ADA/504fTitle VI Coordinator in large print, on audiotape and in Braille. 45



Text File

City of Jonesboro 300 S. Church Street

Jonesboro, AR 72401

File Number: RES-23:087

Agenda Date: 5/30/2023  Status: In CommitteeVersion: 1

File Type: ResolutionIn Control: Finance & Administration Council Committee

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF JONESBORO, ARKANSAS TO ACCEPT 

AND TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION, FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION (FTA) FOR THE 

EXECUTION OF THE FY2018 SECTION 5307, FTA FORMULA GRANT, FOR THE 

JONESBORO ECONOMICAL TRANSIT SYSTEM (JET)

WHEREAS, the City of Jonesboro, Arkansas has remaining Federal funds from the FY2018 

Section 5307, FTA Formula Grant, in the amount of $214,189; and

 

WHEREAS, the City of Jonesboro, AR, and JET request the remaining $214,198 in Federal 

funding with a 50% local match of $214,198 for a total funding of $428,378 for operating 

assistance; and

 

WHEREAS, the City of Jonesboro, Arkansas is considered as the recipient and the Arkansas 

Department of Transportation is considered the designated recipient for the Section 5307, FTA 

Formula Grant.

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF 

JONESBORO, ARKANSAS THAT:

 

Section 1: The City of Jonesboro, Arkansas will enter into an agreement with the Federal 

Transit Administration for the FY2018 Section 5307, FTA Formula Grant, for operating 

assistance.

 

Section 2: The City of Jonesboro will submit the request for release of funds to the Federal 

Transit Administration.

 

Section 3: The Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized by the City Council for the City of 

Jonesboro, Arkansas to execute all documents necessary to effectuate this agreement.
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