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Project BUdget
 

APPLICANT NAME: City OF JONESBORO 

A. ~ztimalfld appra ·sEd v81L'e of property \0 ce acquired (if applicabfe) $ 

B. Tolal development cosls $ 

Development item (detailed and listed in priorily order) 

Construction of ~ater Park for Allen Park $ 

Construction of Skate Park for Allen Park $ 
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$ 

$ 

, 

$ 

$ 

$ 
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150,000
 

500,000 

-0

-0

-0
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Sprayground for Allen Park Community Center 
Approximate Cost: $100,000 

Allen Park Community Center is located in the heart of a very young and diverse neighborhood. 
The neighborhood qualifies as a Community Development Block Grant area with seventy five 
percent of the children at the neighborhood elementary school on free and reduced lunches. 
With so many economically disadvantaged children in the neighborhood, it is understandable 
that most do not have transportation or the discretionary income to get to the only city pool 
located approximately 5 miles away. 

A sprayground at Allen Park Community Center would allow these children to have access to 
water play. The sprayground includes a multitude of visual and physical stimuli for all children, 
(rom toddlers to teens, including our disabled, making this park a new and exciting destination 
for family and leisure activities for all age groups and interests. 

The public interest on this project is very high. In March 2002, the Parks and Recreation 
Department surveyed 1,200 citizens (including 500, 11-13 year-olds). According to the survey, 
citizens under the age of 1B were extremely interested in water play. There were two pages of 
comments regarding a water park or water sprayground on the open-ended question section. 

At 1/10 the cost of a traditional swimming pool, the sprayground is not only more economical to 
construct, but the maintenance cost is minor in comparison to a pool. Additionally, with a zero 
water depth, there will be no need for lifeguards. 

The City of Jonesboro Parks and Recreation Department will operate and maintain the 
waterpark with its existing maintenance staff. An onsite supervisor wi)) provide periodic 
oversight for all programs in this park. 

Skate Park for Allen Park Community Center 
Approximate Cost: $150,000 

Currently, the Jonesboro's Parks and Recreation Department is very successful in meeting the 
needs of children who are interested in traditional sports. However, there is a segment of the 
population that do not share those interests and are not served by City facilities or programs. It 
is this group that we wish to address with a Skate Park. This ever-growing segment of our 
youth are interested in non-traditional or uX-Games" type of athletics. These sports enthusiasts 
have no facility available to them, no viable option to purse their interest, as a result they 
currently skate, roller blade or ride bikes in parking lots, on church steps, in the street or at 
businesses. All of these sites are dangerous and pose a liability threat to the owner of the 
property. 

The addition of the Skate Park would allow Allen Park to become the activity-dominated 
recreation area that is needed in this area of our City. It will serve as a test site for other skate 
parks in Jonesboro, providing a proper facility for these newly recognized sports. 

The requests for a Skate Park have increased dramatically over the past several years. Initially 
the requests came from the potential users and their parents, but as the sports have become 
more popular and nationally recognized, the number of youth involved has dramatically 
increased. The requests for a facility are now coming from school administrators, business 
owners, and church leaders. 



In November of 2000, Parks Director, Jason Wilkie was talking with (then) Superintendent John 
Sawyer when Mr. Sawyer said "Jason, if you do one thing for the children in my school district, 
put in a skate park." At the time, the city did not have the resources to build that type of facility. 
Now, the time is right for Jonesboro to build a skate park. 

In March 2002, the Parks and Recreation Department surveyed 1,200 citizens (including 500, 
11-13 year·olds). According to the survey, citizens under 18 have a definite interest in skating, 
rollerblading and biking. (The minority involvement for this survey was around 13 percent, but 
the minority involvement for community members under 18 was around 30%.) Enthusiasts 
interested in a skate park were invited to meetings in order to discuss the needs, possible 
designs, users, competitions, and other programs for this facility. Our goal, of course, is to 
create a feeling of ownership by users that will hopefully translate inlo self-policing of the facility, 
which will help eliminate or significantly reduce vandalism in this area. 

It is the plan of the Parks and Recreation Department to provide facilities for the non~traditional 

sport enthusiasts at locations that are easily accessible by foot, bike, skateboard or rollerblades. 
The Parks Department will provide programming for this segment of its population at the skate 
facility. The facility will be a "skate at your own risk" facility. A site manager for Allen Park 
Community Center will be there to supervise on an as needed basis. The eXisting Parks and 
Recreation maintenance staff will provide maintenance for the facility. 

Playground Equipment for Joe Mack Campbell Park 
Approximate Cost: $85,000 

Joe Mack Campbell Park is a tournament quality 11 O-acre athletic complex featuring 19 soccer 
fields, 10 basebali fields, 4 tennis courts, and a walking track. There are four (4) pavilions 
planned for the near future. This park receives heavy weekend and evening use from March to 
October. Many of the users of the park are participating in recreational baseball or soccer. 
During tournaments, the City of Jonesboro may have up to 5,000 people in the park at one time. 
Most of the participants in these tournaments are under age13 with younger brothers and 
sisters. 

A playground in Joe Mack Campbell Park would provide a place for children under 13 to play 
between games, when brother (or sister) are playing, or when the family is picnicking after a 
game. Our playgrounds are designed to accommodate children under 13 and would be an 
important and valuable addition to Joe Mack Campbell Park. The Parks and Recreation 
Department anticipates 80 -100 children on this playground during events. In addition, the 
playground would make the park more attractive to parents of children who do not participate in 
the available sports programs who would simply enjoy a trip to a playground in a beautiful 
setting. 

The crew of five staff members at Joe Mack Campbell Park will maintain the playground 
equipment. The five-crew members that oversee the park will maintain the equipment. The city 
also employs a certified playground inspector Who will evaluate the equipment on a regular 
basis. 
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Three Playgrounds at Craighead Forest Park 
Approximate Cost: $150,000 

Craighead Forest Park is located in the southern part of Jonesboro, in the scenic beauty of 
Crowley's Ridge. The 692-acre site includes a 55-acre fishing and no-wake boating lake, 
camping, hiking trails, large and small picnic facilities and five playground areas. This site is 
also the future home of the second of four planned Nature Centers which we anticipate will bring 
in an addition 48,500 visitors annually. With the total estimated annual visitor base of 150,000, 
this park hosts many activities including the 4th of July celebration, triathlon, fun runs, company 
picnics, family reunions, car shows, and may more activities. 

The existing equipment on these playgrounds are old, uninteresting, unsafe and do not meet the 
current guidelines of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission nor the American Society 
for Testing and Materials. While our maintenance staff has made the existing equipment as 
safe as possible, it still lacks the attractiveness, challenge, interest and safety of currently 
available equipment. 

By installing new playground equipment at the three sites the City of Jonesboro Parks and 
Recreation will be providing safe play for children, attracting younger children to the park for 
play, enhancing the beauty of the park and adding value to eXisting patrons. 

The five-crew members that oversee the park will maintain the equipment. The city also 
employs a certified playground inspector who will evaluate the equipment on a regular basis. 

Fencing at Allen Park Community Center 
Approximate Cost: $15,000 

Allen Park Community Center will soon be a premier park in Jonesboro. With 12 tennis courts, 
a community center, playground, sprayground, skate park, ball fields and parking for 200, this 
site will be the destination for hundreds of community members. The 18.5-acre tract of land has 
a long 12-foot deep ditch on its northern and southern borders, and train tracks on its eastern 
side. Safety is a major concern, by fencing off these ditches with a six foot fence Jonesboro 
Parks and Recreation can better control the safety of children, lost balls and equipment as well 
as add to the aesthetics of the park. 

The fence will be professionally installed and the Parks and Recreation maintenance staff will 
maintain it. 


