
Public Services Council Committee

City of Jonesboro

Meeting Agenda

Municipal Center

300 S. Church Street

Jonesboro, AR 72401

Municipal Center, 300 S. Church4:30 PMTuesday, June 18, 2024

1.  CALL TO ORDER

2.  ROLL CALL (ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE) CONFIRMED BY CITY CLERK APRIL LEGGETT

3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MIN-24:039 Minutes for the Public Services Committee Meeting on Tuesday, April 16, 2024

MinutesAttachments:

MIN-24:043 Minutes for the Special Called Public Services Committee Meeting on Monday, April 29, 

2024

MinutesAttachments:

MIN-24:055 Minutes for the Special Called Public Services Committee Meeting on Wednesday, June 

5, 2024

Minutes 06.05.2024Attachments:

4.  NEW BUSINESS

RESOLUTIONS TO BE INTRODUCED

RES-24:039 A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE WILLINGNESS OF THE CITY OF JONESBORO, 

ARKANSAS TO AUTHORIZE THE GRANTS AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR ADDITIONAL FUNDS UNDER 49 U.S.C. SECTION 

5339 FROM THE FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION (FTA) FOR THE JONESBORO 

ECONOMICAL TRANSPORTATION (JET) SYSTEM

Sponsors: Grants, JETS and Finance

2024-04-26 HSIT Split Letter FFY2021 FundsAttachments:

5.  PENDING ITEMS

6.  OTHER BUSINESS

COM-24:019 MONTHLY UPDATE FROM JETS
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Sponsors: JETS

COM-24:020 MONTHLY UPDATE FROM PARKS & RECREATION

Sponsors: Parks & Recreation

7.  PUBLIC COMMENTS

8.  ADJOURNMENT
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Municipal Center

300 S. Church Street

Jonesboro, AR 72401

City of Jonesboro

Meeting Minutes

Public Services Council Committee

4:30 PM Municipal Center, 300 S. ChurchTuesday, April 16, 2024

1.      CALL TO ORDER

2.      ROLL CALL (ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE) CONFIRMED BY CITY CLERK APRIL 

LEGGETT

Chris Gibson;Joe Hafner;Ann Williams;Brian Emison;LJ Bryant;Anthony 

Coleman and Janice Porter

Present 7 - 

3.      APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MIN-24:029 Minutes for the Public Services Committee Meeting on Tuesday, March 19, 2024

MinutesAttachments:

A motion was made by Brian Emison, seconded by Anthony Coleman, that this 

matter be Passed. The motion PASSED with the following vote.

Joe Hafner;Ann Williams;Brian Emison;LJ Bryant;Anthony Coleman and 

Janice Porter

Aye: 6 - 

4.      NEW BUSINESS

5.      PENDING ITEMS

6.      OTHER BUSINESS

COM-24:007 MONTHLY UPDATE FROM JETS

Three month JETS ridership 2024Attachments:

Chairman Chris Gibson said, I don't see Lee here. So Danny, do you want to go ahead 

and do Parks? And then if he shows up, we will circle back.

Filed

COM-24:008 MONTHLY UPDATE FROM PARKS & RECREATION

Parks and Recreation Director Danny Kapales approached the podium and said, good 

afternoon. So, update wise, I will just start with a few of the last events that we have 

had here recently, and that was the eclipse. Hopefully you all had a chance to get out 

and see what was going on with it. I will tell you, we planned for Joe Mack, for 
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Southside, for Craighead, for the shooting range to have some impact. I think I was 

really surprised with Craighead even though I know it is just an absolutely gorgeous 

park. I think maybe some of my ignorance on thinking that folks are going to go to the 

soccer fields or the open play area at Southside and want to hang out, Craighead was 

full. We were estimating about 10,000 folks showed up with plates from all over. One 

of the things we looked at, you had your Wisconsin, you had your Idaho, Colorado’s. 

We had Texas plates in Jonesboro, which was interesting because the eclipse came 

right through Texas. But they were here in town. We had folks from all over. But not to 

leave Joe Mack out, we had 3,000 folks at Joe Mack, and that park was full on a 

Monday. Same thing, plates from all over the place. And so the eclipse day, I felt like 

even if you didn’t get out and see it at the parks, we had activity to the point that my 

guys out at the shooting range said basically about twenty minutes after it was over 

with, the traffic on I-555 was already backed up to the shooting range going toward 

I-55. That’s a pretty good distance to be backed up as far as traffic flow trying to get 

back to either Memphis or somewhere else in that direction. I felt like that was a really 

good day, a lot good folks, people bragging on the parks. There was one couple that 

was from Miami that came up who had never been here. And they were like, yeah, 

we’re coming to Craighead Forest for a vacation, we’re going to come out and camp, 

spend the week here just because it’s different. It’s a different feel. It’s a place to 

come and that is what that was supposed to be about, bringing people to town to want 

to do something different.

So we had that on Monday. We got everything turned around and cleaned up, and then 

this weekend came up. We had 54 soccer teams for our spring soccer tournament. 

We had somewhere pushing 60 teams for our baseball tournament. We had right at I 

think 20 teams for a softball tournament. Miracle League was going on. Then we had 

145 high school and junior high trap shooters out at the shooting range shooting. So 

it’s just, as soon as you got over with on Monday, you turn right around and you’re trying 

to get ready for those activities again. But that doesn’t mean we didn’t have anything in 

between because we still had the junior high soccer games. We had the softball 

games. We had the baseball games. We had leagues going on. So it was just every 

evening, you had an activity. During the daytime, you’re picking up, cleaning up and 

getting ready. So the activity was just constant even in this past week trying to get 

ready for everything. It was just continuous. You look at that one week, for us that is 

almost a normal week. Whether it’s indoor or an outdoor activity, that is what we are 

doing. We are dealing with those different sports. And I think there were potentially 

some questions on numbers, things of that sort over the last few years. I brought quite 

a few numbers.

Some of the things I want to give some illustration of is, let’s talk about junior high 

softball. That program has kind of continued to grow as a program that we started here 

in Jonesboro and has just continued to expand. You look at it over the last four years, 

it went from 21 teams, 23 teams, 25 teams, and this year we have 29 teams. That is 

teams from all around Northeast Arkansas that come to Jonesboro two or three days a 

week to play in games in the evenings. And those teams are getting prepped for their 

high school. The thing that I love about the junior high, when we started that program, 

there was a big gap. You saw young ladies at the 12 year old level, that was when the 

teams were starting to fall off. The girls were starting to fall out of the sport; and that 

was at the start of the junior high. Nothing was happening. And then they would hit the 

ninth grade. Coaches are starting out to try to pull them in to be high school, and they 

had to pick it back up. So they had a few years of just not playing, not training, unless 

somehow or another, you were just that one top player that was on a travel team and 

participating somewhere. And a lot of times it was either one top team here, or you 

were going somewhere else. Now we are providing 29 teams’ worth of young ladies 
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playing on teams, getting ready for their high school. And it’s just making softball that 

much better here in Jonesboro.

Same way with soccer. It’s a continuous growth with the junior high program. As you 

look at it, in ’21 it was 17, ’22 was 21, in ’23 it was 24; and this year it’s 30. So those 

numbers continue to climb. And that reaches all the way up. We have a team from 

Poplar Bluff that continues to drive down every week for their games. They are not 

asking for people to come play them up there. They drive here to get their games 

because they know that this is where they are going to get competition; and their 

teams is just going to get better for that junior high program. Those add into, mostly 

everything I see here is a growth. I think some of the things I am seeing that are not 

as much growth right now, we are trying to evaluate what those are would kind of be 

your youth softball and adult softball. I am seeing a little bit of a downtick in those 

programs. I am hoping that with our new softball coordinator, that she is going to bring 

some different energy, maybe reach out to some other folks. She was a player over at 

Crowley’s Ridge. She was a college player, so hopefully she will bring in some of that 

ability and just reconnecting with some Central Arkansas. I think that is another big 

piece we are seeing was coming out of Covid, you saw folks starting to stay home a 

little bit when it came to baseball and came to softball and play at their local fields. 

And then those local fields started doing what they saw. Whether it was us, Southaven, 

some of those other locations, what they were doing in bringing the quality of their 

facility up. If you go down to Central Arkansas, there are now a lot of quality facilities 

right there in Central Arkansas for folks where the large population of Arkansas is to 

travel. So just trying to find a way to entice them up here for a few extra events, a few 

extra activities is something that we are trying to figure out how to do just to continue 

to grow the program and get softball on a level that I think it should be in Jonesboro.

Chairman Chris Gibson said, what about the turf project, the soccer fields out at Joe 

Mack? Mr. Kapales said, yeah, so great question. That turf project is not quite 

complete; but with conversation with the contractor, they got it to a point where we can 

use it. That really helped out this weekend with the tournament and also with practices 

with the junior high league. Last Thursday, they allowed us to get on to the turf and 

start utilizing it. We had our first junior high games on one of the fields and our 

revolution travel soccer was on the other field for training. Like I said, not quite 

finished. There are some irrigation issues. I say issues, irrigation line that was on the 

fields that had to be removed and reconnected that they are finishing up, some wiring 

things of that sort that have to be finished. But we are right there at that finish line for 

them to be done on it. We did ask for a couple of changes in it where we moved some 

sidewalks, put some pads for the bleachers. So once they did it, you walked out there 

and saw our bleacher pads and you’re staring at the wall of the turf; and you’re going, 

hey, you can’t really watch a game from here. So they made an adjustment, moved 

those bleacher pads up on the side, so you can set up on the side and watch the 

game. Once it was done, we saw some wet spots, some areas that were low lying after 

the concrete went in that we are looking at raising. So a couple little pieces we have 

asked them to make some adjustments on that added to that, but they are really close 

to being finished and that is going to be huge. They got to play on it this weekend in 

the tournament and people were just bragging. As I was driving around talking to folks 

at soccer and baseball, not that I was looking for just the ones to say all the positives, 

but that was what I was getting was positives from everybody that I was visiting with.

So to continue with the report on just different projects and activities, so the pool over 

in Northside, they were as of Thursday framing up for the concrete pad to get it poured. 

So we’re at that point now where the above ground amenities, the play features, all 

those items are starting to get put into play with still the hopes that that pool will be 
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ready to go the week prior to Memorial Day. Fingers are crossed. Obviously when we 

deal with construction, you put a deadline in, you really hope you get there. So I am 

going to continue to hope and pray that we get to that point and be able to open up on 

Memorial Day weekend. Councilmember Ann Williams said, [inaudible] …when that 

was announced last year, I thought, wow, that’s pretty optimistic. But it may happen. 

Mr. Kapales said, it may. Our fingers are crossed. Construction and then the other side 

is hiring lifeguards. Obviously we’ve always had fun hiring plenty of lifeguards and now 

we have to hire double what we’ve always hired. So that is another piece is getting 

quality lifeguards in place and keep our kids that are in the pool protected. So we are 

in that process right now to get them in place. I know the pool we currently have, the Y 

pool, we are in the process of cleaning out the kiddie pool, getting it cleaned up and 

ready, redoing some wiring in it. Craig Light and I walked around and looked at some 

concrete issues that I feel like we have at that pool. We are going to see what we can 

do to amend those and then get them to come back out and respray some epoxy in 

those locations.

Chairman Chris Gibson said, are they going to stand behind that product, because 

from the feedback I’ve been getting, it is pretty rough? Mr. Kapales said, there are 

some areas, and those areas are where the thin set was close to the pole and weren’t 

able to come up. We are trying to figure out if some water got underneath this winter 

and froze and caused that thin set to pop. But we are going to work together on how to 

put it back to what it looked like when we finished it first of the year. But, yes, pools, 

splash pads, I am trying to get those up and going at this point. Plenty of projects. You 

look at our soccer fields out at Joe Mack. All you have to do is go along the edge of 

the parking lot and walk any of the ones that have lights, and you will see how much 

activity we have had. I was walking them today, and right down the middle of every one 

of those fields, they are just, all the grass has been beat off every one of them. So 

now we are at a point to where we have got to go back and try to either mend them or 

potentially re-sod some spots; because they have taken so much wear and tear just 

early in the spring before the grass was growing. So those are decisions we are going 

to have to make; but it means that we have activity, and we have people on them.

Chairman Chris Gibson said, that kind of goes back to the conversation you and I had 

when we were touring those parks about rolling renovations on parks. I mean, they are 

going to see wear and tear; and we’ve got to get those on a rolling renovation. Mr. 

Kapales said, we do. We absolutely do; and just understand that we can’t just keep 

fertilizing in the spring and hope the grass will continue to grow because it won’t. There 

is a point where you have to strip a field down and completely rebuild it and start fresh 

again. I know there are probably some bigger questions that I am really happy to 

answer if you all have them.

Chairman Chris Gibson said, before we get into questions, I do want to go ahead. 

Danny and I talked earlier. I want to call a special called Public Services meeting for 

the 29th for the master parks plan presentation. We’ve allowed an hour and a half for 

that. We will start at four and go to 5:30. That way, we will allow plenty of time for the 

presentation and questions. Councilmember Joe Hafner said, what time on the 29th? 

Chairman Chris Gibson said, four o’clock. Anything else before we get into questions? 

Anything by the committee?

Councilmember Dr. Anthony Coleman said, I do have a question. Thank you, 

Chairman. Assuming you getting out before it before I ask about the parks plan, so I 

appreciate it, but… Chairman Chris Gibson said, I was trying to get out in front of you. 

Councilmember Dr. Anthony Coleman said, yes, I saw. I appreciate it. With that plan, 

will that be presented is what I am asking? Mr. Kapales said, yes, there will be a 
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presentation of the plan with Halff & Associates. Christian Lentz is the planner. He will 

be here to present that. The reason we did an hour and a half is so that he can go 

through the presentation and then give you all plenty of time to ask questions. 

Councilmember Dr. Anthony Coleman said, second question, which is great on the 

increase with the numbers and all of that. It’s great. I kind of referenced this a few 

times before, but with your extra coaches, concessions, employees, all of that that is 

needed, with the increase, is what we are having and who we have, is that 

commensurate of the increase right now? Are we able to take care of it? Are there 

issues in that regard? Mr. Kapales said, when you are dealing with players, coaches, 

volunteers, we do run into walls. We run into hiccups. We run into issues.

But I feel like I am starting to get a pretty good team in place in some different areas. 

For community centers, I have a young man coming in from Northwest Arkansas that 

has been a community center manager over there for many years, former college 

football coach, just a good guy; and he is supposed to be here May 6th to start. He is 

going to be managing all of our community centers. He is taking what he has learned 

over there. It’s the first time we’ve had that. First time we’ve had somebody that is 

going to give me a layer between me and the part time staff at the community centers. 

You know, at this point, it has been, if we had an issue on Saturday or Sundays at the 

community center, I’m heading there. Two o’clock in the morning, we get an alarm call, 

I’m heading there. That has been the issue. So now we are going to be getting that 

layer. So yes, we are finding that part of the help that you all have given us as far as 

letting us be a little more flexible with the budget and with our organizational chart, we 

are getting some more help in places. Now when you start looking at dealing with the 

volunteers and concessions, we’ve got a young man in place right now. He is a school 

teacher from Marked Tree that is starting to manage our concessions as an overall 

manager. Part of the conversation I had with him today was I need you to start finding 

those people to be under you to be at each one of those facilities. Because, what, did 

I see him Saturday and Sunday? He was zigzagging between softball, soccer, all over 

the place himself. And it’s like, I want you managing it. I don’t want you burnt out. So, 

yes, we have those. We have those heavy, heavy burdens to make sure we run 

programs appropriately, and do it right for the numbers that we have. And I feel like we 

do a really good job. And I say we. It’s really my staff. It’s not me. I think they do a 

wonderful job carrying the load of the numbers that we have with a very small number 

of people that we operate with.

Councilmember Dr. Anthony Coleman said, follow up. Do you think that maybe there 

needs to be some kind of push for more volunteers? Mr. Kapales said, yes. Good 

question. One of the things you will see, and I don’t want to dip too far into the master 

parks plan; but that is actually one of the things that will be brought up is a volunteer 

coordinator. One of the things that we discussed is somebody that can actually be 

more on tune with getting volunteers, not just in our sports programs but overall in the 

parks system. I am with the EAST Lab groups all the time trying to work on plans and 

projects or Boy Scouts, Eagle Badges, and trying to help them through their projects. 

And a lot of times, I’m helping them plan their project from beginning to end, so I am 

doing an Eagle badge project for students where it really would be nice if we had a 

volunteer more involved in that. Does that eat up my time? It absolutely does. Does 

that put me in a position where tonight when we leave here, I’ll be going back to the 

office to try to make up for that time period? So yes, stepping into the master parks 

plan, you will see an organizational chart that is going to be a bare minimum of what I 

need today to operate efficiently with where we need to be over the next ten years. 

Councilmember Dr. Anthony Coleman said, thank you. That is all I had.

Councilmember LJ Bryant said, Chairman, a couple of random questions. Danny, how 
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is your deputy search going? So, part of the deputy search is actually waiting for the 

master parks plan to go through. That is another piece you will see is the potential 

discussion of where we would like to go with that, that deputy position after that plan 

comes out. Councilmember LJ Bryant said, I’ll say, Danny and I were just chatting 

about this, as far as I know, stretching your resources. I mean, everybody at 

Craighead Forest does a really good job, but obviously there is not somebody there all 

the time. So we were talking about that. As the days are longer and you have a crowd 

at 7 PM at Craighead, and they have already done their last trash sweep, and then the 

trash is going to blow even if people are responsible as the trash cans get full. So I will 

be excited to see the master parks plan and see what resources we need to give you, 

because there could even be some savings. Because I think about a piece of trash 

and how much time a human has to walk with their little stick to get that piece of trash. 

So I think there are some efficiencies we will discover too in all of that. Mr. Kapales 

said, absolutely.

Councilmember LJ Bryant said, and last question for you. I noticed on Facebook, is 

there kind of a new logo that is different than the logo that you have on your shirt, or 

what was that image I saw today? Mr. Kapales said, so within Facebook, you’re seeing 

some, let’s just say, creative touches from the media coordinator. This is the logo. 

This is what we’ve adopted as our logo, but within Facebook, I think we are just being 

a little creative to bring some attention to the 400,000 touches that we’ve had on that 

Facebook page. And, with that being said, obviously I think you all know that Sloane 

has moved on. She has moved on to EAB with a promotion, and we were fortunate 

enough to be able to roll right into bringing Melody, used to be Melody Stotts, it’s 

Melody Futrell now, and she has taken over that role as of Monday. So we just 

reloaded and brought somebody else right in. But, yes, to answer your question, that is 

just a little bit of creativity on our social media site. Councilmember LJ Bryant said, 

thanks, Danny.

Councilmember Ann Williams said, I want to point out, and a lot of people are amazed, 

you have the responsibility of the cemeteries also. And I was just saying to Chris that 

that stretches you thin, I know. Mr. Kapales said, it does. Councilmember Ann 

Williams said, is there any kind of problem with that? Or is there any kind of need you 

have with that? Mr. Kapales said, you know, really with the cemeteries, I am blessed to 

have a couple of pretty good folks that have some experience there that take care of 

it. Cemeteries, the part of the issue with it is what’s about to happen, and that is the 

grass starts growing. If you ever went to a cemetery and saw all the grass growing 

around the headstones, they all have to be weed-eated. They all have to be trimmed; 

and that is time consuming. That is probably our biggest deal. And for me, I want to 

see our cemetery turf look as nice as any of our other parks. Councilmember Ann 

Williams said, I appreciate that, yeah. Mr. Kapales said, and so it’s a pressure that I 

keep on them. And you know, this morning in our supervisors meeting, one of the 

questions I turned to the supervisor and said, where are we on our spray process? One 

of the things that I do require from my supervisors is that they get their chemical 

license so that they are able to be applicators and be able to spray and keep the 

weeds down. One of the things about keeping the weeds down in cemeteries, parks or 

anything else, is it helps you keep from having to mow as often. And even if the grass 

is grown a little bit higher, it looks so much better than if it’s a bunch of weeds grown 

high. But to answer your question, getting enough part time staff during the summer 

months when it is really busy is probably our biggest challenge when it comes to 

cemeteries. Councilmember Ann Williams said, you all do a good job because I am 

always hearing people talk about how well maintained the city cemeteries are. Mr. 

Kapales said, I appreciate it. I am proud of those guys and what they do.

Filed
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7.      PUBLIC COMMENTS

8.      ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Joe Hafner, seconded by Ann Williams, that this 

meeting be Adjourned. The motion PASSED with the following vote.

Joe Hafner;Ann Williams;Brian Emison;LJ Bryant;Anthony Coleman and 

Janice Porter

Aye: 6 - 
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Municipal Center

300 S. Church Street

Jonesboro, AR 72401

City of Jonesboro

Meeting Minutes

Public Services Council Committee

4:00 PM Municipal Center, 300 S. ChurchMonday, April 29, 2024

SPECIAL CALLED MEETING

1.      CALL TO ORDER

2.      ROLL CALL (ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE) CONFIRMED BY CITY CLERK APRIL 

LEGGETT

Joe Hafner;Ann Williams;Brian Emison;LJ Bryant;Anthony Coleman and 

Janice Porter

Present 6 - 

Chris GibsonAbsent 1 - 

3.      OTHER BUSINESS

COM-24:014 MASTER PARKS PLAN PRESENTATION

Sponsors: Parks & Recreation

Jonesboro_Summary_Report_Draft_Pages_3.21.24

Jonesboro SDOH Plan final

Operational Assessment - Master Parks Plan April 2023

Jonesboro Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2024

Parks Conditions Assesesment

Indoor Recreational Facility Assessment

Recreational Programming Assessment

Access-Based Assessment

Attachments:

Chairman Joe Hafner said, before Danny and his team get started, I want to recognize 

Mayor Copenhaver. I think he has a few words to say. Mayor Harold Copenhaver said, 

thank you, Mr. Chair, and I appreciate everybody being in attendance today. You know, 

this has been a process as it always is; but early last year we began this and hiring an 

outside firm to take a subjective, thorough, creative look at our current city parks, the 

structure of our Parks Department, and areas that were lacking in recreation in the 

city. So for many months, Halff & Associates’ team has been working intensely on this 

matter. We’ve held public meetings, meeting with our staff and other council members. 

Their goal has been not only to build a plan that they think is successful, but one that 

was shaped around the wants and needs they gathered during the research in our 

community. So, please note, since the final exacts of the sports complex have not 

been finalized totally, those courts, swimming facilities, etc. are not represented in this 

plan, although Halff was directly cognizant of the assets when creating this document.

This process has yielded a couple of very clear results. We are blessed with an 
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amazing park system in Jonesboro. I think we all know that. We have a great parks 

staff which performs well above average and is extremely efficient. That is not to 

anybody’s surprise. Thank you, Danny and your entire team. We must invest in all 

parts of our community, and we are lacking public spaces in East and Northeast 

Jonesboro. It’s going to take a lot of resources and partnerships to accomplish a lot of 

this plan similar to Junior Auxiliary and their huge financial support of a park in 

planning for East Jonesboro. As mayor, I am committed to following this plan should 

City Council approve it. I’ve said it before and many of you share this statement. We 

have to invest in the future of our city today if we want to retain our brightest young 

talent for tomorrow. Many of these pieces presented tonight will be represented in the 

upcoming capital improvement plan. I know we are all looking forward to hearing from 

Halff, so please feel free to ask questions. And I want us all to have a great 

understanding and buy in on this plan. Thank you, Mr. Chair. That is the end of my 

comments.

Chairman Joe Hafner said, thank you, Mayor. Danny, I’ll turn the floor over to you. 

Parks and Recreation Director Danny Kapales approached the podium and said, 

alright. So thank you all so much for having us here. Thank you all for coming out on a 

Monday night. I know it’s a special called, but this is extremely important to the city, to 

the Parks Department, to our community. And as you all know, we have been waiting 

for this plan for a while. It has been a long process, but the wait was needed. We 

needed to make sure that we got this right. Being as important as it is, we needed to 

make sure that every detail was correct and right for our community. And we also 

added a plan to it, which also slowed down a little bit. And that plan became very 

important also because when we’re doing a master park plan, it encompassed a lot of 

what that secondary plan had; but it didn’t go as in depth as the accelerated plan, as 

we call it. But I really want to call it the accessibility plan, because that is what it is 

about. It’s about accessibility to all of our park system; and that is really where that 

secondary plan came in and it took a lot of details. So I am really excited about this 

blueprint. It just looked at every piece of parks, whether it was the grounds, our indoor 

facilities, our staffing, our programs, and every facet of Parks and Recreation. So I am 

really excited to just bring Christian up and let him have an opportunity to go through 

this whole plan, both plans and explain it to you and answer any questions that you all 

have. Christian, thank you.

Christian Lentz with Halff & Associates approached the podium and said, Mayor, 

members of Council, thanks so much for having me this afternoon. I really appreciate 

your time and attention. Danny said I had what, three hours to talk to you? No, well 

actually when you consider all of this, it’s always very possible; but no, I certainly won’t 

go on for three hours. I’ll definitely give you a very general high level overview of 

actually, as Danny was indicating, not just the Parks and Recreation master plan but 

also the subsequent health accelerator plan that was prepared throughout the master 

planning process as well. So once again, I just want to give you a high level overview of 

not just one park planning initiative but ultimately two park planning initiatives which 

feed directly into each other and provide a significant amount of guidance to the 

elected officials, appointed officials and city staff and how you choose to invest in your 

Parks and Recreation system in the future should you adopt both those planning 

documents.

We started off preparing the overall Parks and Recreation master plan. It was actually 

the city’s first Parks and Recreation master plan; which the fact that it’s the first Parks 

and Recreation master plan, but you already have a really outstanding Parks and 

Recreation system. It truly is a testament to Danny and his staff that you have a 

working Parks and Recreation in your community. But as Danny has indicated, later on 
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in the process, actually when we were very close to finishing the Parks and Recreation 

master plan draft, we were also requested by the city to assist it in preparing the city’s 

health accelerator plan, which was a plan that is funded by a grant issued by the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. So, once again, the intent this afternoon 

is to provide you that overview of both of the documents.

Now when it comes to why a community wants to plan for its Parks and Recreation 

system, and we have on the screen and presentation a number of key reasons why you 

would do so. But the two that I really want to point out are just making sure that as a 

community, as you grow and change in the future, that you are making sure that you 

are meeting a certain level of expectation for your residents and the community. You 

have to understand today what your community’s preferences are, what their needs are 

when it comes to Parks and Recreation; because as your community grows and 

changes, so too do the preferences of the people that live in your community, the 

things that they want to do. When you are considering those things, you also have to 

consider, do we have an adequate amount of park space in our community? Do we 

have an adequate number of different types of recreational facilities and sufficient 

programming for the residents that live here and the residents that may be choosing 

whether or not they want to come to Jonesboro and be a part of your community?

We worked very closely through the planning process with an advisory committee. That 

advisory committee was used to vet the ideas that were generated, our understanding, 

the assumptions that were made through the different assessments that we did. But 

ultimately we utilized that advisory committee also to help us get the word out and 

solicit public participation in the master planning process. The plan process went 

through four general phases; and as Danny had indicated, we have gone a little bit 

longer, a few months longer than we had originally intended in the process. But a lot of 

that is directly attributed to bringing on the health accelerator plan and essentially 

doing two plan processes, trying to compress that in the time frame that we would 

typically prepare one plan. In addition to the Parks and Recreation master plan, the 

Health Accelerator plan was intended to address what is termed social determinants of 

health. And specifically, the city of Jonesboro made application for the Centers for 

Disease Control to try to determine how it could use its Parks and Recreation facilities 

to provide for increased accessibility for people with disabilities and in other targeted 

populations. The intent in preparing this specific plan was to improve the neighborhood 

and built environment in the city and also to provide better opportunities for social 

interaction for targeted populations oftentimes that it’s really hard to reach those 

populations when you are building a Parks and Recreation system. And so this plan 

was intended to spend special attention to those different targeted populations. That is 

something here in the presentation I will talk about in a little bit more detail.

So I want to touch on very quickly the structure of both of the planning reports. So 

even though I showed you this book of documents that was generated as part of the 

Parks and Recreation master plan, ultimately the plan itself is much thinner and is a 

summary plan that really tries to take all of the information that was generated and boil 

it down to what is your community’s vision for Parks and Recreation as you move 

forward? And what is your work program? What do you want to invest in? What sort of 

policies do you want to enact? What sort of practices or operational adjustments do 

you want to make in delivering Parks and Recreation services? Ultimately that master 

plan has four chapters. It talks about your vision. It identifies some general 

assumptions or summarizes the existing conditions in your Parks and Recreation 

system today, and then again includes that work program which is a work program that 

includes investments, policies, practices, proposed regulations, things of that nature. 

The plan is set up so that it specifically cross-references the recommendations in the 
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Health Accelerator plan; and that was really the major reason for the delay because 

before we completed the work program, we wanted to make sure that any applicable 

recommendations that were generated in your Health Accelerator plan were also 

incorporated into the work program that is in your Parks and Recreation master plan as 

well.

That big stack of documents that I have held a couple of times is essentially the plan 

and all of the different technical memoranda that were generated to come to the 

conclusions that are represented in your summary plan document. So in addition to 

that summary plan document, there are memoranda that talk about how we assessed 

access and proximity of parks to your population, memoranda that talk about what we 

heard from the general public and stakeholder groups, and then a range of different 

types of assessments including an assessment of the conditions of your park and your 

indoor recreation facilities and your practices when it comes to how you operate and 

provide Parks and Recreation services to your population. We worked with focus 

groups as I had indicated before, an advisory committee, and then we also had a 

number of public information booths, an interactive online community survey, an 

interactive map. We had over 1200 respondents to the online survey. We had about 60 

participants on the park by park interactive map that was used for people to go to each 

individual park and say, I want these things here, these are things that you need to fix 

in this particular park. And then public information booths were actually held at six 

different locations, many of those by Danny’s staff specifically, and we had over 135 

participants at those public information booths.

When it comes to the overall vision and the guiding principles that are recommended in 

the Parks and Recreation master plan, rather than reading through the entire 

statement, I will just highlight a few things. The intent is that through this plan that you 

as a community want to make sure you do all you can do to increase access to your 

park system for as many people in your community as possible, that you obviously 

want to have quality amenities that are bringing people to those park spaces. The 

amenities are diverse, so that you are addressing a wide range of recreational 

interests, both active and passive recreational interests that people might have, and 

that also your park spaces are activated. And what we mean by that is that pretty 

much any time of the day that you go, from sun up to sundown, have those parks been 

programmed in such a way that you’re always going to see somebody there, you’re 

going to see somebody utilizing that space because of the different types of amenities 

that you have chosen to place within each one of your park properties.

In addition to the vision statement, there are four guiding principles that ultimately also 

serve as the goals that are included in the Parks and Recreation master plan, under 

which we have about, I think the original version of the plan had 56 different actions 

and strategies. I think that is now 58 actions and strategies as we have made some 

amendments to the plans since the original draft was prepared. But ultimately those 

guiding principles or goals talk about increasing access to your park system, investing 

in different types of facilities, providing a diverse range of programming for your 

residents, and then also a goal on how you can increase the efficiency of providing 

parks and recreation services to the residents of Jonesboro and visitors to your 

community as well.

So there are a couple of slides here that when I came and talked to the public services 

committee before that I presented at that time, but we will go ahead. I think we’ve all 

slept a little bit since then, so we will go ahead and go back through a few of those. 

When it comes to park land in the city of Jonesboro, actually the city of Jonesboro 

does very well when it comes to overall park land when you compare the city to national 
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medians or national medians of communities of a similar size to Jonesboro. You’ve 

got 8.9 acres of regional park per 1000 residents. That is all obviously in Craighead 

Forest Park. 1.4 acres of community parks, but only 0.1 acres of neighborhood parks. 

Actually, the amount of neighborhood park acreage that you provide per 1000 residents 

is actually significantly lower than other communities. So overall, you provide more 

park space than the median; but then when you look at certain types of parks, 

neighborhood parks specifically, you provide a much smaller amount. And we will tell 

you that neighborhood parks, from our perspective and experience, are really kind of 

the backbone of your parks system, because by having neighborhood parks spread 

out throughout your community, you are better able to increase access to park space 

in your community.

This park plan recommends future targeted levels of service of eight acres per 1000 

residents of regional parks, two acres per 1000 residents of community parks, and 

from 0.1 to one acre per 1000 residents in neighborhood parks. And ultimately when 

you look at that acreage target for the year 2040, now you can see at the bottom of 

this slide, that there is potentially work to be done to increase your park acreage over 

time. So those are the overall recommendations of the plan when it comes to the shear 

amount of park land acreage that you should be striving toward in the city of 

Jonesboro, not just for your residents of today, but also for your anticipated future 

population. Now I’ve got a slide in here that I am going to go back to, but I am going to 

go ahead and say it now. Particularly since you are the elected officials that have to 

decide where the dollars go, how are we going to meet this target? One thing I want to 

make sure it’s very clear, and I will say it a couple of times during the presentation, is 

when we talk about target levels of service in parks and recreation plan, we are saying 

it’s advisory and it’s aspirational. So what we mean by that is, by 2040, if you haven’t 

made those targets, if you haven’t made up those potential deficits by then, that’s fine. 

If you as a community have made progress toward achieving those targets, that is 

success.

When it comes to the accessibility of your park land acreage, however, the sheer 

amount of acreage is not really the only measure that we are going to look at. 

Because, once again, if you have got a lot of park land acreage, but it is locked up in 

one location of your community, that doesn’t mean that everybody throughout your 

community has the same degree of access to your park system as other people that 

might be directly adjacent to that large park space. So when we look at the city of 

Jonesboro and the location of your parks, and we compare that to residential land in 

your city, we find that there are 88% of your residential areas are outside of a ten 

minute walkshed from your park space. So there are a lot of residential areas when it 

comes to safe and comfortable walking routes to your parks that don’t really have 

those direct graphs. That means there are a lot of people that if they have a car, ready 

access to a car, have to get into a car to get to one of your park spaces. So we 

identify areas where there are service gaps where over time perhaps the city should be 

targeting the placement of additional future parks. In addition to that walkshed, we 

look at other ways to prioritize where those new parks should go. So we look at 

different vulnerable populations. We look at areas with higher population densities; and 

we also project census block groups that might actually be projected to grow at a 

faster rate than other census block groups. When we consider all of those things, 

there are some specific areas, there are some specific service gap areas where this 

plan would recommend that you prioritize the future placement of a neighborhood or a 

community park. You can see that up on the slide that we are looking at areas to the 

Northeast and to the north, and directly to the West. Now, that is not to say that the 

city shouldn’t consider parks in these other service area gaps, but knowing that we are 

not all made of money and that you can’t just put all of the city dollars in budget into 
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park spaces. If you were going to prioritize a new park in the next two years, in the next 

five years, this plan provides the recommended priority areas where that park should 

be placed.

Likewise, when it comes to trails, you’ve got a growing trail system. And we love trails 

not only because they provide for transportation options and they provide for recreation 

options; but when it comes to increasing access to your park system and other 

community destinations, these are the safe and comfortable routes that provide those 

shortcuts, if you will. Today, we’ve got just under 15 miles of existing or funded trails in 

the city of Jonesboro. That is about 26% or a quarter of your population that is within a 

half mile radius. But you’ve got a plan that was adopted a few years ago that shows 79 

potential miles in the city of Jonesboro. One thing that we indicated very early on in 

this process was reviewing that connectivity plan you had. It is a very solid plan. We 

did not need to reinvent that network. We simply wanted to make sure that this Parks 

and Recreation master plan promoted that proposed network, and so that is something 

that you can continue to strive for and that we are not creating unnecessary 

contradictions with the plans that you’ve already adopted in the past. Ultimately, if the 

city of Jonesboro were able to build out that park system, you would go from about a 

quarter of your residential areas being within a half mile to three quarters of your 

residential areas being within a half mile of a trail in the city.

Likewise, the plan in addition to park land makes recommendations on target levels of 

service for common facility types. The plan also recommends up to over time four new 

community centers. It recommends an enhancement to some of your indoor recreation 

centers or ways some of those centers could be reprogrammed; and there are different 

actions throughout the plan that recommends some specialized facilities as well. So 

just touching on that very quickly, there are a number of very common recreational 

facility types where the plan does in a tabular manner provide Danny and his staff with 

some direction on where there may be some facility deficits that could be made up 

with on a park by park basis with some future investments.

There we go. I couldn’t help myself, but remember. This target levels of service are 

aspirational. Their advisory success is making progress toward those goals. If you 

come 20 years from now, you haven’t quite met those goals, if your metrics are better 

than they are today, that from our perspective is success for Jonesboro. In addition to 

those assessments, a key assessment that was conducted was a conditions 

assessment for every one of your park properties. Now one thing I want to point out is 

that conditions assessment is a one-time point in time assessment. So that is to say, 

oh, we’ve gone out today and these are facilities that we are seeing that might be in a 

dilapidated or a deteriorated condition that may need to be upgraded or replaced. A 

conditions assessment, because it is a one-time assessment, doesn’t anticipate five 

years from now what other facilities might need to be replaced or might need to be 

improved. There is a recommendation to deal with that, but we did want to make sure 

that you understood this plan does identify a whole range of potential park by park 

improvement projects that are included in the overall plan that could eventually be 

included in the capital improvements program as well. So there are a number of 

facilities that are recommended. In fact, you’ve got a slide on the value of all those 

recommended improvements. But when it came to your conditions assessment, and 

we ranked all of the parks on a scale of one to five, with five being the best condition 

and three just generally being an average condition. We found that your system score 

was about a 3.6, which is fairly consistent with the conditions assessments that we do 

in a number of different park systems, a number of different communities. And we 

found though that based on the review that even near term, they are close to $5 million 

worth of potential improvements that could be conducted within the park system to 
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replace dilapidated equipment or fix deteriorated conditions. Now I will tell you, this is 

just from the initial conditions assessment. This does not include all of the other 

recommendations from your Health Accelerator plan, the deal with walkshed 

improvements, or ADA accessibility improvements. So this is one of those things that 

is always awkward to put those dollars up there, but it’s just the reality of the cost that 

it takes to maintain a top-notch Parks and Recreation system.

Your overall work program as I indicated in the plan, originally we had 56 total 

strategies and actions, and that is separate from the list of improvement projects that 

are included in the Parks and Recreation master plan. There have been a couple 

additional strategies and actions that have been added. I believe those are included in 

the version or the draft of the plan that Danny provided to you this afternoon, and I just 

wanted to hit on just a couple. Obviously we don’t have time since you’re not going to 

give me three hours, we don’t have time to go through all 58. But we will hit on a 

couple. The first when it comes to access there is a recommendation on park land 

dedication and the city considering amendment to your municipal codes to require the 

dedication and improvement of park land as part of new development. When it comes 

to providing new park land for future population, one of the best ways you can do that 

is to ensure that just like you would streets and sidewalks and water and sewer, that 

you are requiring that park land and an open space being included as part of the land 

of element process to meet the future recreational needs or desires of the future 

residents of your community. Particularly, when we were working with growing 

communities, it is a very effective way to try to not only provide for the immediate park 

needs of your new population, but also to help make up any park land deficits that you 

as a community might have. It’s a whole lot easier as we know to get park land as part 

of the development process than going back and having to find a plot of land for the 

city to buy and pay for to fill in your park land gaps.

There is a recommendation in the plan about conceptual preparing future conceptual 

park plans. If you’re going to take a park like we’ve got here like Allen 

Park/Landsbrook Park and you’re going to determine how you over time want to 

reimagine those parks or invest in such a way that all of the different types of 

amenities and facilities that you have there are working together with each other, are 

seamless, then preparing that conceptual park plan is very important. But not just to 

get the idea of what new facilities you want to put into a park, but going through the 

conceptual park planning process to also anticipate what it is going to cost you to 

operate and maintain all of those new amenities that you are putting into the park 

space. So that is key recommendation as well.

We also recommend an ongoing process for Danny and staff to review, maintain a 

ledger of the recreational programs that the city is offering and continue to determine 

over time which program should be modified, which programs perhaps based on 

popularity or waning interest should be discontinued, what programs should be added 

to the list of recreational programs that the city of Jonesboro offers or facilitates or 

enables to operate at the city park properties.

Then also the plan includes a recommendation on department restructuring. One of the 

things that we found with the city of Jonesboro’s Parks and Recreation department, 

when it came to staffing, is that particularly at the administrative level for the amount of 

park land that the city has and maintains, the city of Jonesboro’s parks staff, 

administrative staff is, you have much fewer administrative staff persons than park 

systems of a similar size. So this plan recommends potentially a restructuring of the 

department, looking at structuring it so that Danny actually has two assistant Parks 

and Recreation directors. And also it makes some recommendations on some key 
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administrative hires that could be included with that, including a volunteer coordinator, 

and based on the findings of the Health Accelerator plan, an inclusive recreation 

manager as well.

Then we’ve got on services, strategies on an asset management plan. Now I said 

before, when we conducted the conditions assessment, that is a point in time 

assessment. That is what we are seeing today based on what is on the ground. With 

an asset management plan, as a community, you actually go in and you digitize every 

single amenity that you have in your park space and you use that digital information to 

anticipate the lifespan of each one of those facilities and generate costs for the 

replacement of each one of those facilities or amenities. And that way, what you have 

is an asset management plan provides you that digital library that allows you to 

anticipate when something is coming up for replacement before that amenity or that 

facility gets to the point where it is deteriorated, it has become a hazard. Actually an 

asset management plan allows you to be proactive when it comes to budgeting 

operations and maintenance rather than being reactive because Danny has been 

notified of something else that is broken or something else that needs to be replaced. 

So conducting that asset management plan moving forward is really a key 

recommendation in the overall plan project.

I am going to go ahead and pause here just for a minute. We’ve got some slides, and I 

certainly want to provide you an overview of the Health Accelerator plan. But I wanted 

to take just a minute to see if there were any questions about the overall Parks and 

Recreation master plan first.

Councilmember Anthony Coleman said, thank you, Christian. So I heard you mention 

about, and I saw briefly, some of the priority areas for this plan; but will we see 

specifically what you are recommending? Is that another presentation for that where 

you’re just telling us, hey, this area is in need? But do you have specific 

recommendations, I guess is what I am asking? Mr. Lentz said, no, the plan itself 

simply has the action of indicating to fill those park land service area gaps. Whether 

you do so with a neighborhood park or a community park, that is left open because of 

the fact that we can’t anticipate how much funding you as a community might want to 

spend on that park space. Councilmember Dr. Anthony Coleman said, sure, I know 

you don’t know that, but I was just wondering if you had a recommendation. So that is 

the question. But, also, follow-up. You also mentioned about the improvements on 

where we are. In the plan, do you have specific recommendations for those 

improvements? Mr. Lentz said, yes, each park. I will give you an example. These are 

all of the project sheets just from the Health Accelerator plan. So we do. I did want to 

mention, though, in response to your first question. When it comes to 

recommendations, the plan saying these are the spaces that need a park, and these 

are the priority areas of your community that need a park. But when it comes to the 

type of park that might be placed there, it is simply how the community wants to fill the 

park land deficit based on your target levels of service that are recommended in the 

plan. So whether you put a neighborhood park in that location or a community park is a 

discussion for the city to have at that particular time based on where your metrics are 

as far as, are we offering enough neighborhood park land? Are we offering enough 

community park land?

Councilmember Dr. Anthony Coleman said, so that brings another question, because I 

know you mentioned earlier about the participants, and you mentioned 135 participants 

at this and over 1200 for this and that. You did mention focus groups, but you didn’t 

give any specifics on that. So, can you give me some more metrics on that? Like, who 

are the focus groups? Did you choose them? Were they volunteers, and then kind of, 
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what was that demographic? Mr. Lentz said, yes, so we had I believe six focus groups 

total. We had recommended the staff inviting 12 to 15 individuals to participate in each 

focus group. Early on in the process, we said make sure that these particular types of 

interest groups are represented, different recreational groups, different service 

providers, different non-profit agencies, things of that nature. It has been a significant 

amount of time. I couldn’t remember off the top of my head how many participants we 

had at each focus group meeting, but we did have significant participation early on in 

the process during the focus group session. That is something that between now and 

when Council considers the Parks and Recreation master plan, I will make a point of 

ensuring that Danny is able to direct you to those specific numbers.

Councilmember Dr. Anthony Coleman said, do you feel that (and I’m sorry, committee), 

do you feel that most of the… Well I guess compared to our city and size city, the 

persons who responded, participated in those surveys and focus groups, do you feel 

that was a good representation for the community as a whole, or do you feel we should 

have more? Mr. Lentz said, no, I feel like the focus groups, I mean, I do recall that 

Danny was very conscientious in ensuring that we had a diverse group of interests that 

were represented at the focus group meeting. So I feel very confident that the focus 

groups were appropriately representative of the different interests in the city of 

Jonesboro. When it comes to the survey itself, I would have to go back and look at 

the demographics, but overall having 1200 respondents for a community of this size is 

a suitable response. I mean, as long as we are getting over a thousand people with a 

community this size, we are very well satisfied. Councilmember Dr. Anthony Coleman 

said, that is all I have for now.

Nick Wysocki, 107 Harvester Drive, approached the podium and said, one of the 

things that I noticed several times throughout the presentation, or what I saw, that they 

mentioned that neighborhood parks are within a five minute walk from a resident’s 

home, while larger community parks, 10 minutes, and I think the regional parks were 

like 15 minutes. That’s great, but do you realize that probably 80% of the city of 

Jonesboro doesn’t have sidewalks to walk on?  So would this program consider adding 

sidewalks to existing residential neighborhoods so people can safely walk to those 

parks, or are they walking in the streets? So I am kind of leery of that one. In addition 

to that, at the end there he threw up a proposal for the city council to look at new 

zoning regulations where the parks are added to new subdivisions. Land was allocated 

for it. But the existing programs within the city do not require sidewalks in those new 

subdivisions. I believe you can put sidewalks on one side of the subdivision, or one 

side of the street; and then if you didn’t want to do that, you could pay a fee to the city.

Chairman Joe Hafner said, you didn’t have the option just to opt out. You have to meet 

certain conditions before you can opt out of sidewalks. Mr. Wysocki said, well, either 

way, what I am saying is you don’t now require sidewalks within those major 

subdivisions that you’re going to be building. And if you’re going to put a park there, 

again, are we going to have the children in that subdivision walking in the streets to get 

to the park, or should we now put in a sidewalk mandate in those new subdivisions? 

Chairman Joe Hafner said, sidewalks are required in new subdivisions unless they 

meet the criteria for the exemption. Mr. Wysocki said, that is fine. I’m just pointing out 

that if you’re going to walk to the park, you have to have a safe way to walk to the 

parks, and that needed to be reviewed. Another thing that caught my eye is going 

back to one of the things where they went to, what the residents want, the focus 

groups, the high priority stuff here. And out of the six high priority programs are outdoor 

water programs, aquatic programs, and swimming were three of the six, at least in this 

page 30 of the master plan that was put out. Not anywhere in the presentation of this 

master plan do I see anything that addresses aquatics. There is no splash pads, 
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unless they are part of the park, which isn’t mentioned. So 50% of the high priority 

items dealt with water and they are not addressed here anywhere in this plan. I mean, 

unless I missed it.

Mr. Lentz approached the podium and said, so a couple of things. First off, there are a 

lot of things that are in the plan that is not possible for me to address in the 

presentation with the time that has been allotted. As I said, there are 58 

recommendations, but the plan does include recommendations on activating the lake 

at Craighead Forest Lake for aquatics. The plan does also include general aquatic 

recommendations as well. When it comes to recreational programming, the plan just 

simply states diversifying recreational programming based on needs and preferences 

of the community acknowledging that the planning process very clearly identified what 

the needs and preferences are. Mr. Wysocki said, again, I just thought that maybe 

somewhere in the plan it would say aquatic parks or splash pads, etc. are needed 

within the residential neighborhoods, etc.; and I didn’t see that so I thought I would 

bring that up since 50% of the people had that priority. Chairman Joe Hafner said, it 

may be in some of this stuff too that we just got. I mean, because this is the first time 

we are seeing this also.

Mr. Wysocki said, the other thing was, the reason I brought that up is because when 

the original proposal was put out back in April of 2023, the kickoff meeting, one of the 

big things in that package were 10 pages of aquatic trends that they were looking at to 

be presented as part of the master plan. Again, that is the only reason I bring up 

aquatics, because it’s not mentioned anywhere; and I know for a fact that the event 

center or sports complex, whatever you want to call it, that is being built, the aquatic 

center that would have probably been used for the residents of Jonesboro has been 

eliminated. That was in the paper the other day, the $2.1 million outdoor… Chairman 

Joe Hafner said, I don’t think it has been eliminated. I think it’s… Mr. Wysocki said, 

let me see if I have a note here somewhere. I apologize. Let’s see…the cost that does 

not reflect the secondary paved lot, an outdoor splash pad (which is what I am calling 

the aquatic center) and an indoor walking track. And when I went to the focus 

meetings on this sports complex, those were the two high priority items for the 

residence, which were the aquatic center for the kids to go down the slides and play 

outside and have all that water and a walking track. This specifically states they are 

being eliminated because it would cost $2.5 million out of the $80 million we are 

spending. So that is why I keep bringing up aquatics.

Chairman Joe Hafner said, I can’t say for sure, but my understanding is I think Mayor 

Copenhaver said at the last council meeting that the splash pad, as you like to call 

them residential aquatic facility, will be done. Mr. Wysocki said, okay. Again, this was 

the committee chair’s statement. And one other thing that I would like to mention, then 

I will get out of the way. The Jonesboro park system, this is a plan from 2024 where it 

lists all the Jonesboro parks and what is going on and where they are located. And the 

only thing I want to point out is if you draw a line down Highland Avenue, which is in the 

center of that from the east side of the city to the west side of the city, there is a 

deficiency of parks south of that line. If you look at that, except for Craighead, there 

are no parks out there, except maybe one, the softball field out on Red Wolf 

Boulevard. So if there is an underserved area at all in Jonesboro, it is that area. And 

then my last question is the city just bought a bunch of park land I think towards 

Northeast Baptist Hospital. Was that considered in this survey for your acreage 

alignment and stuff? Did we just buy a bunch of land out there for a park? Okay, I 

thought we did. I’m done. Chairman Joe Hafner said, thank you, Mr. Wysocki.

Mr. Lentz approached the podium and said, the gentleman brings up some really good 
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issues, so I do want to bring up two things to be able to respond to that. There on 

page 56 of the Parks and Recreation master plan are your park system priorities. One 

of the top three priorities is aquatics facilities. Increase access to aquatic recreation 

through the phase renovation construction of competitive and recreational pools and 

splash pads and spray grounds are also two additional actions regarding aquatics that 

are in the plan. I just bring that up to allay any concerns about whether or not the plan 

does address that issue. Once again, ultimately we had to pick and choose what we 

wanted to illustrate or bring to your attention this afternoon. One other item regarding 

walksheds and safe walking routes. I am glad the gentleman brought that up as well. 

The Health Accelerator plan specifically makes recommendations on walkshed 

improvements within and between parks and your neighborhood areas. In fact, the plan 

itself makes over $2.7 million worth of recommendations on walkshed improvements 

within the 10-minute walkshed around your park. So I just wanted to make sure that I 

brought that to your attention because it is very important. So we wanted to make sure 

you understood that was being addressed between both of the planning projects.

Councilmember LJ Bryant said, Mr. Chairman? Maybe just one thing. Christian, any 

particular community standout for model ordinances as it relates to the park 

acquisition piece as subdivisions are developed and such? Mr. Lentz said, a few 

communities where we wrote the ordinances. As far as all kidding aside, I wouldn’t say 

necessarily model communities. All I would say is that there are a lot of communities 

that have adopted these types of provisions; and so there are a lot of precedent 

ordinances out there. I would just indicate that in doing so, there are key pieces that 

need to be considered. When you are looking at park land dedication, it’s a park-led 

dedication, the amount of acreage based on overall dwelling units. But in addition to 

that, the ordinances are going to typically include standards on minimum 

improvements that need to be made to the park space, when a fee in lieu can be 

issued instead of providing the park land acreage, but also ensuring that the standards 

include provisions on the location of the park in relation to the residences around it, 

busy streets and things of that nature. So you’re not just getting scrap pieces of 

property for a park. And then finally, whenever we prepare park land dedication 

ordinances and we know a community has a trail system or is trying to build a trail 

system, always including provisions that allow you as a community to require the 

dedication of the easement and/or construction of the trail segment within that 

particular development.

Chairman Joe Hafner said, I will follow up with a comment on walkability too. I mean, 

Mr. Wysocki is right. Jonesboro is lacking in sidewalks. That is one of the reasons a 

few years ago thankfully the council passed the sidewalk ordinance that has helped 

create more sidewalks and subdivisions in front of new businesses and things like 

that. I think you can look down Huntington and Highland and Flint and a lot of different 

streets and see improved walkability or improved sidewalks or side trails, pedestrian 

trails, whatever you want to call them. But another area that we definitely need more 

improvement in. We are making slow steps, but we say this on a lot of things. It’s hard 

to make up for being 20 to 30 years behind on something in just a few years. So we 

have to start somewhere and move forward.

Mr. Lentz said, yes, I would like to make clear on that. I’m not disputing the points the 

gentleman is making. I think they are excellent points to bring up. I just want to make 

sure you understood that we are through the planning process attempting to address 

those concerns. Mr. Wysocki said, one quick question. He mentioned four community 

centers and that just popped into my mind for some reason. Has the location of those 

four new community centers been decided? And what part of the city or where? Mr. 

Lentz said, I would say just like the map that I showed you on service area gaps for 
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parks, there is also one of the technical memoranda that were prepared for indoor 

recreation centers shows similar service area gaps for recreation centers as well. Now 

the recreation center service area gaps are actually based on a driveshed rather than a 

walkshed; but nonetheless, we went through a similar process when we identified 

potential locations that future community centers could be placed.

Chairman Joe Hafner said, am I correct in saying this presentation or some form of 

this presentation will be presented to council next Tuesday? Hopefully by then some of 

us will have a chance to read through. Like I said, we just got this tonight. City Clerk 

April Leggett said, I just want to remind everyone that if you have a comment to make, 

please come to the microphone because this is recorded and people online cannot 

hear you. Chairman Joe Hafner said, and just to clarify, Mr. Wysocki’s question that he 

asked was about the four new community centers that this report says Jonesboro 

needs. He asked if the location of those had been determined yet, and the answer by 

Danny by shake of his head was no. Anything else from the staff or Halff & 

Associates? Anything from the audience? Any other questions or comments? It’s just 

a lot of information to absorb, and I know we wouldn’t walk out of this meeting with all 

of the answers. But I think it’s a great first step. You know, we’ve said this before. I 

don’t want this to be another plan that just goes on the shelf and looks pretty and we 

look back in ten years and we go, well, we haven’t done any of that. We’ve got to figure 

out ways to take action and do action quickly.

Mr. Lentz said, so as we’ve indicated, we were fortunate, I think the timing was 

fortunate enough that we were already working with you on the Parks and Recreation 

master plan that this opportunity to work with you further on the city’s Health 

Accelerator plan came around. And we were offered the opportunity in preparing that 

plan to take a deeper dive on some other important issues, namely the walkshed issue 

and improving or enhancing walk sheds between parks and surrounding 

neighborhoods. The Health Accelerator plan is basically we are saying it’s an 

addendum to your Parks and Recreation master plan; and ultimately it’s intended to 

look at improving access or improving increasing inclusivity and access to your Parks 

and Recreation system, particularly for individuals with special needs. The typical 

facility might not necessarily be the facility that works for them. The report 

components of your Health Accelerator plan included an assessment of every 

walkshed around your existing park properties. We also looked at an access 

assessment. Basically, we looked at all of the facilities amenities in your parks once 

again, but from the lens of, does it provide accessibility for people that may have 

physical disabilities? We looked at an amenities assessment and asked ourselves, do 

all of the different Parks and Recreation amenities in your park system beyond the 

wonderful amenities that you have in Miracle League park, do the amenities that you’ve 

got distributed throughout all of your other parks in Jonesboro make individuals who 

might have physical, mental, emotional disabilities, do they make them feel welcome 

in those other park spaces as well? So, by conducting all of those assessments, once 

again we come up with a whole list of other park system investments that could be 

made to improve inclusivity and access to your park system. And as part of that, the 

plan recommends what we call two accelerator parks. Basically, just like you have at 

Miracle League Park, it has taken two other parks and said these are parks you 

should create as hubs of inclusive recreation in your park system, in this particular 

case to ensure that those parks are geographically distributed around your community. 

We spent our time working with city staff, working with a leadership committee of 

different organizations and Jonesboro to conceptualize improvements to Allen and 

Landsbrook Park and Northside Park as well that could become additional hubs of 

inclusive recreation just like you have at your Miracle League Park today.
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As I indicated before, the Accelerator Plan was funded through a grant from the Center 

for Disease Control and Prevention; and so the structure of it, although it looks very 

similar to your Parks and Recreation master plan, actually the structure of it, all of the 

components that we have in there are very carefully included because they are required 

elements. There are elements that are required by the CDC when you are preparing an 

accelerator plan. When it comes to public outreach for the accelerator plan, we were 

on a much more compressed time frame, and we were really focusing on very specific 

targeted population. So as a result, surveys that were conducted as part of the 

accelerator plan were not sent out to the general public. They actually were sent to 

specific providers, specific individuals or providers that address or assist individuals 

with physical or emotional mental handicaps, and also sent to members of those 

different targeted groups as well. So the surveys, once again, were just distributed to a 

much more select group of individuals because we wanted to ask them. What do you 

need at parks to make sure that those parks are welcoming to everybody as the city 

invests in its parks system in the future?

The vision statement. Well, because we want to make sure that your Health 

Accelerator Plan and your Parks and Recreation Master Plan align, well, if you 

recognize this, it’s the exact same vision statement by design because ultimately just 

like your Parks and Recreation Master Plan, your Health Accelerator Plan is about 

ensuring access to your park system for the most vulnerable members of your 

population and making sure that there are diverse recreational opportunities, not just 

for able-bodied persons in your community but for everybody in your community. So 

there was really no need to change that vision. It’s one big, broad unifying vision 

regardless of which plan it is in; however the goals were very specific in line with the 

objectives of a health accelerator plan. Goal one is to increase accessibility to and 

within the park system and that addresses the walkshed issue; and goal number two 

was to strategically add adapted recreation facilities and inclusive recreation facilities 

in a very targeted fashion within your Parks and Recreation system. In addition to the 

vision statement, the health accelerator plan includes a mission statement, because 

ultimately the responsibility for implementing the health accelerator plan doesn’t just lie 

on the city of Jonesboro. It lies also with the partners at the city of Jonesboro that 

provide services to individuals with the physical handicaps and with the mental 

handicaps as well. The intent is that in implementing your health accelerator plan, while 

the city may be providing facilities and amenities, that it is these other organizations 

that are helping to provide access to the park system, helping by providing additional 

programming that might cater to those targeted populations.

With the findings and recommendations of the accelerator plan, we will just go through 

this very quickly, we include a number of adapted projects and walkshed projects, both 

shovel ready and also capital projects. When it comes to walkshed improvements, the 

plan recommends roughly $43,000 worth of shovel ready improvements that can be 

made utilizing the city of Jonesboro’s existing budget and cumulatively over $2.7 

million of long-term capital investments for walkshed improvements. When it comes to 

additional accessibility improvements, providing suitable ADA facilities or adjustments 

to some of the existing amenities that are in your park system, the plan recommends 

another $3.9 million worth of improvements as well. And these are all based on the 

assessments that were conducted by our very qualified landscape architects who went 

back out to every single one of your parks yet again as part of the health accelerator 

planning process. When it comes to providing different adaptive and inclusive 

recreational facilities or amenities to the park system, the health accelerator plan 

recommends some very common facility types whether that is improvements to aquatic 

amenities, different adjustments to surface treatments, sensory play options to your 

park system. The plan recommends some core facilities or improvements that can be 
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added to your park system; but it doesn’t necessarily say, here is how much of that 

you should do. It just says here, here are core elements that really should be added to 

any park system to ensure that you’ve got sufficient adapted play opportunities in your 

park system. The plan basically says to find locations in your park system to make 

those improvements over time.

As I indicated before, the plan recommends a couple, very key, what we call 

accelerator parks that should be hubs of overall adapted and inclusive recreation in 

Jonesboro. But also the plan recommends for every single one of your parks the 

minimum number of walkshed and access improvement projects that should be made 

to those parks over time to provide better access and opportunity for adapted 

recreation in Jonesboro. Here is one of the spreads from the accelerator parks that are 

in the Health Accelerator Plan. So ultimately you’ll be able to look through the plan 

document and see in a very conceptual way the different types of adapted play 

adjustments that are recommended for Northside Park and Allen and Landsbrook 

Park. And then ultimately the plan just like your Parks and Recreation Master Plan 

includes other policy recommendations as well including continuing our ongoing 

consultation with the leadership team that served as an advisory committee for the 

Health Accelerator planning process. And like I mentioned before in the Parks and 

Recreation Master Plan, the Health Accelerator Plan recommends the inclusion of an 

inclusive recreation manager position in your Parks and Recreation department staff.

So when it comes to implementing both of the park planning initiatives, ultimately 

should you choose to adopt your Parks and Recreation Master Plan, that plan does 

recommend that annual progress reports are prepared so you know the progress that 

you are making and meeting your targeted levels of service in implementing the work 

program that is included in the plan. It does recommend a five year update going back 

through the work program and making potential adjustments to that work program at 

five years. And it also does include recommendations on monitoring also the degree to 

which you are implementing your Health Accelerator Plan. On top of that, the Health 

Accelerator Plan recommends ongoing coordination with the different organizations 

that provide adaptive and inclusive services to different individuals in your community; 

but also the Health Accelerator Plan includes a series of performance metrics that you 

can use to determine as your conducting those annual reporting processes whether or 

not you as a community are being successful in implementing that particular plan.

As you indicated before, it’s a lot to cover. It is a lot to absorb. Hopefully I’ve been 

able to give you enough of a taste of it for you to all understand what you are in for 

when you are reading all of this information late at night. But I am happy to answer any 

questions you might have. Chairman Joe Hafner said, any questions from the 

committee?

Councilmember Dr. Anthony Coleman said, I do, Mr. Chairman. So I appreciate having 

this added, Danny, to this plan; because we have a community that needs it. But I just 

want to hear specifically (and I heard you give general recommendation or general 

mention on persons with disabilities), was autism, I just want to hear it. Was autism 

considered in this as well? The autistic community? Mr. Lentz said, yes, when we 

talked about individuals with disabilities, we are talking about not just physical, but 

also mental, social, emotional disabilities as well. As part of the planning process, a 

number of city staff traveled with representatives of our firm to multiple different park 

systems in Central Texas and in the Dallas/Fort Worth area. As part of that tour of 

best practices, if you will, there were a wide range of facilities and amenities that were 

evaluated, including in one case, the city of Carrollton. They have indoor facilities that 

they focus on quiet rooms and calming types of amenities and facilities specifically for 
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individuals with autism or other auditory disabilities. And I will say to that end also, one 

of the key core recommendations when it comes to the types of amenities that should 

be added to the system are finding places where you can have sensory play amenities 

that are added that are going to cater toward that type of user group.

Councilmember Dr. Anthony Coleman said, thank you. Follow up and hopefully my last 

question and statement. I can’t remember the gentleman’s name, but the gentleman 

that came earlier. Wysocki? Thank you. So you said some things that I was thinking 

that I wrote down, but I did not say anything in regards to some areas that need parks. 

And much of what Mr. Wysocki mentioned is actually my ward, the area that I live in, 

northeast and below Highland, which is the Nettleton area, you know, all that. So, and 

this is probably more a statement, Danny, and hopefully when you present to the full 

council…I am not a parks expert. I know the areas that need parks too. I have a 

general understanding of that, but I really thought this would also have some specific 

recommendations on what those areas are, what we are planning to do with those 

specific areas. And I think, for me and the community, those are what they want to 

hear. What are the plans, what do you recommend specifically in those areas? And if 

we’re going to invest that kind of time and money into those areas. So for me, that is 

what I need. I am not an expert, but I do know…I understand you are doing the 

proposal and the recommendation, but those things we know. I want to know some 

specific areas like you did with the Health Accelerator Plan. Because you have some 

specific areas and targets that we need to do to improve watershed, all of that. I think 

that should have been included in the other one. So, thank you. That is all I had.

Councilmember LJ Bryant said, I just say good job, detailed. And as Councilman 

Hafner said, some of the attachments we haven’t yet got, so I’ve kind of flipped 

through them here, so I am sure we will have some more thoughts later. But I was 

really, I guess, taken aback on the disability piece. I mean, we’ve had some lawsuits 

of the city and stuff to make us more compliant and everything. I mean, it’s amazing. 

18.5% of people in Craighead County have a disability. I mean, that is a striking 

number. So I think it’s tempting to kind of look at this and say we’re talking about a 

small group of people. We are actually talking about a really large group of people. It’s 

really striking, so I appreciate your work on this. Thank you.

Jay Clevenger, 2205 Shoshoni Drive, approached the podium and said, I am 

appreciative to have been a part of this planning committee up here that worked with 

Christian and Danny on this. Christian is correct. This is really the first master plan 

that has come before the council. A few years back, back when Mayor Brodell was 

mayor, he moved the park structure from a commission to a committee. That is where 

the citizens advisory committee to the Parks and Recreations came from. During that 

time, there were two plans that were worked on that never got in front of the city 

council. And unfortunately, those things probably ended up in the trash can 

somewhere along the way. I want to encourage the council and this committee 

specifically to make sure that this does come in front of the council. What I would like 

to see, you may not be in office for the next ten years, but somebody following you will 

have a road map of what this community has come together to do to be able to provide 

the information to you. Yeah, Joe, about two to three hours on a Sunday afternoon, you 

can through it because that is what I did when I got to see the draft. It is very, very 

specific in what we need in our parks and what we can do in our parks. I’ve been an 

advocate of the park system for a very long time, and I was honored to serve on that 

committee for 12 years where we produced those two plans as well as Joe Mack, 

Parker Park, Allen Park, and some of the other parks. When that was formed, we had 

a 1940s park system to be honest with you. Within a few years we were able to 

develop it and bring it up to standard and everything. So I really want to encourage you 
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to go in and read the detail in there, because there is a lot of detail. I guess I was privy 

of being on the committee that assisted Danny and Christian with this to get a copy 

and be able to read through it, and it did take me a couple, two to three hours on a 

Sunday afternoon to get through it. All that being said, please don’t let this document 

die. This is something that the ones that come after you will be able to take and run 

with. I spent an hour and a half or so with Danny a couple of weeks ago or last week 

going through this basically page by page and had some great discussions. And I 

know Danny is committed to executing the plan. I’ve had a time to briefly visit with the 

mayor. I know that he is committed to taking the plan, and I encourage each one of 

you to get in there, read the details, and be committed to the plan as well. Thank you.

Nick Wysocki, 107 Harvester Drive, approached the podium and said, just one quick 

thing. Several years ago, back in 2018 or 2019, we did a quality of life tax increase, or 

try to pass that. We made a lot of presentations, various groups did too. A committee 

(I forget who was on the committee) asked how, if it did pass, how that money would 

be spent. I made a presentation to that committee (and that just popped back into my 

head back then), and one of the things I recommended from a park standpoint, a 

neighborhood regional park, was that the city get with the local churches throughout 

the community and see if the city couldn’t work deals with the churches for X amount 

of acreage or lands to put a park in their church lot or on their church acreage. The 

church would be more willing to keep an eye on that property, make sure it’s 

maintained, it doesn’t get destroyed. The city would have to assume some liabilities of 

course and build it; but the property would already be developed. It’s already got water. 

It’s already got electricity, etc. So I don’t know if that was considered in this plan or 

not, but again it popped in my head and I’m done. I’m going home. Thank you.

Councilmember Ann Williams said, one thing I mentioned recently is that, along with 

this, for various reasons we need to look at expanding our public transportation system 

JETS. And that would be helpful for many reasons, getting people to work and reliable 

service and expansion of routes for the purpose of people getting to employment; but 

also for the purpose of people being able to get to parks because there really isn’t 

good access for people that live in North Jonesboro. There is not easy access to 

Craighead Forest if you don’t have a car. There literally is not access that someone on 

foot can accomplish. So I think we need to really look at expanding the public JETS to 

include access to Craighead Forest and Joe Mack Campbell, for example. That is 

another example of a park that is not accessible easily by someone without a car. 

Chairman Joe Hafner said, did you want to say something, Mr. Shatley? I think he has 

some comments from the connectivity committee perspective.

Andy Shatley, 2521 Rosewood Circle, approached the podium and said, not 

necessarily the connectivity committee, but I do have a question. The swaths of land 

that were identified as being gaps, do we have a map that overlays current city 

properties that are within those gaps? When we talked about specifics, like I think 

what Dr. Coleman is talking about, what areas do we own right now that are in those 

gaps that could potentially be parks? Do we have a map that shows the properties that 

we own in those gaps? That is the only question that I have. Chairman Joe Hafner 

said, I thought you were going to comment on some of the trails that the connectivity 

committee discussed that would take care of some of the issues with people without 

cars too, another option for them. But I misread your mind, thank God.

Parks and Recreation Director Danny Kapales approached the podium and said, no, I 

think that is a great question. Yes, as far as a city, we have those properties 

throughout, and it gives us the opportunity to take the map that’s within this plan and 

do an overlay with the properties that we currently own and be able to see where those 
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deficits are. And if we own property within those spaces. Chairman Joe Hafner said, 

thank you. Mr. Richardson?

Chief Administrative Officer Brian Richardson approached the podium and said, I 

couldn’t help but come up and point out an example of that which would be the new 

dog park that is under construction there by Jonesboro High School. It was an existing 

city property that was just kind of collecting grass and we were mowing it. And you 

know part of the plan recommends additional dog parks, and this kind of fits in with 

that. I think it shows that we can be both creative and effective in planning where our 

next park locations can be; and we do own quite a few properties, some which have 

more geographic challenges than others and some of them would just simply can’t be 

developed. But I think it makes sense to review all of those properties that we have 

and see what can be made out of them. I think that just makes sense.

Councilmember Ann Williams said, I would like to press ahead and emphasize that we 

do need to look at expanding our JETS public transportation system for many reasons 

including access to parks.

James Elwin Hinds, 508 Ridgecrest, approached the podium and said, I just want to 

say and I’ve said this to the city council before. I do think in developing this, we do 

need to give extra consideration to those lesser economically developed areas of our 

town. A lot of these times, I can get in my car and go out to Craighead Forest. That’s 

not a problem. In fact, I do that sometimes. I go to the Nature Center. You know, there 

are other places. But there are some people who because of economic circumstance, 

it’s hard for them to get very far to some of these things. We need to give

Filed

4.      ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by LJ Bryant, seconded by Brian Emison, that this meeting 

be Adjourned. The motion PASSED with the following vote.

Ann Williams;Brian Emison;LJ Bryant;Anthony Coleman and Janice PorterAye: 5 - 

Chris GibsonAbsent: 1 - 
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4:30 PM Municipal Center, 300 S. ChurchWednesday, June 5, 2024

SPECIAL CALLED MEETING

1.      CALL TO ORDER

2.      ROLL CALL (ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE) CONFIRMED BY CITY CLERK APRIL 

LEGGETT

Chris Gibson;Joe Hafner;Ann Williams;Brian Emison;LJ Bryant and Janice 

Porter

Present 6 - 

Anthony ColemanAbsent 1 - 

3.      NEW BUSINESS

RESOLUTIONS TO BE INTRODUCED

RES-24:064 A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN FOR 

THE JONESBORO PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

Sponsors: Parks & Recreation

Sloan email 05162024Attachments:

Councilmember Joe Hafner said, I will say, as I’ve read through this, it covers a lot of 

topics. It’s very detailed if you get into the appendixes. I realize that there are some 

things that may not be explained as well as we might want them to over some 

confusion. I’m referring to Mr. Sloan’s email over Beatrice Park and how it’s described; 

but I think this is something that can serve as a blueprint for years to come. It’s not 

just for one administration or another. It’s something that I think is going to be very 

useful. If it’s adopted I think it’s something that we really have to stay on the 

administration as far as what the priorities are going to be. There are a lot of things in 

here about departmental reorganization, new parks, maintenance to old parks. I would 

be really interested. I mean, I don’t need to know it today, but as we get into this 

moving forward, what the priorities are going to be in the short-term and long-term 

priorities.

Chairman Chris Gibson said, well to your point, this does provide us a pretty good road 

map of where we need to go. I think a lot of the administration of this project, or this 

plan, will fall on the shoulders of this committee. I think we will have to make a lot of 

those decisions and drive these initiatives forward. So point well taken. Anything else 

by the committee?

Councilmember LJ Bryant said, Mr. Chairman, I would just say I was really impressed 

Page 1City of Jonesboro

30

https://jonesboro.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=L&ID=24924
https://Jonesboro.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=18488437-b719-4fcb-ad0d-1fb89002a36d.pdf


June 5, 2024Public Services Council Committee Meeting Minutes

with that placer AI stuff that was in Rachel Anderson’s article. I know Brian was quoted 

in that article, and Jeremy Biggs did some really cool data from the eclipse and stuff. 

That was kind of the missing piece to me in this big report would have been for the 

consultants to have used something kind of like what the city has, because I would 

think they have something like that—who visits the parks, what radius do they come 

from? I mean, it’s kind of the same thought process on the JETS bus stops for folks 

walking from, and then even on traffic counts. Throw down a traffic counter, and just to 

help us make priorities, you know. I mean, you have to weigh all the things and try to 

treat the parks fairly; but by the same token, the parks that are highly utilized deserve 

some special consideration too. So I think that some of those tools like what you all 

used in that article today, I think they would be really cool to help us make some of 

those decisions.

Councilmember Ann Williams said, that touches on something that I mentioned at the 

prior meeting; and it is that you can have the best park system in the world, but if 

people that are actually in need of it and can utilize it and those that would very much 

benefit from it can’t get to it, what’s the point? And that is why I am really emphasizing 

us doing an expansion of the JET system; because for a kid on the north side to get 

to Craighead Forest without a car, Craighead Forest might as well be in another 

county, you know, literally for that kid. It makes me sad that we brag about how 

wonderful Craighead Forest is, and that is really cruel if kids hear that and think, how 

do I get there? So I really think we need to work on a public transit system that 

provides access to both Craighead Forest and Joe Mack Campbell Park for kids that 

need it, because they are in need of those parks and the experience they can have 

there.

Councilmember Joe Hafner said, Mr. Chairman, if I may add to that. One of the 

questions that I wrote down (I don’t have to have the answer today) was how many of 

our parks, especially our major parks, have JETS stops? You know, Craighead Forest, 

Joe Mack, Allen Park, Parker Park, the large parks. Chairman Chris Gibson said, 

Danny, can you answer that right off the top of your head? Councilmember Joe Hafner 

said, I don’t have to know it today. I think another benefit of having JETS stops at 

these parks would be the way we can use our funds for sidewalks and stuff near JETS 

stops. So to me if some of these parks need sidewalks, if they are big enough or used 

enough (back to LJ’s point) that they should have a JETS stop, then what’s the harm 

in putting the JETS stop there to help people get there? That goes back to the 

connectivity plan too, is we want to get people more connected so they can get across 

town and not in a car but on a bus, bike, sidewalk, their own two feet. And Danny, I 

don’t want to get into the weeds today, but the access base assessment, it mentioned 

eight existing and funded aquatics facilities in Jonesboro; but the figure only showed 

four: two splash pads and two pools. So I don’t know if that was just a typo, because it 

didn’t have anything about the new proposed sports complex.

Parks and Recreation Director Danny Kapales approached the podium and said, if I 

had to go back and look, I would say they are bringing in the ones that are potentially 

privately owned like the Trim Gym or other locations that people have access to, but 

those would not be the ones that are truly public access ones. Councilmember Joe 

Hafner said, they just didn’t show them on the figure, on the illustration, so that kind of 

confused me a little bit. Mr. Kapales said, but currently we only have the two pools and 

the two splash pads. And I think to answer your first question, I’m trying to think 

through it. I believe major park-wise, Craighead Forest, Joe Mack Campbell and 

Southside are the only three that are considered major parks and then the shooting 

range that do not have JET access. Everything else I believe has bus stops at them.
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Councilmember Ann Williams said, and I have brought this up before and I don’t want 

to be kind of a naysayer or killjoy; but splash pads don’t really substitute for a pool as 

far as kids learning how to swim, do they? Mr. Kapales said, that is correct. You will 

not learn how to swim at a splash pad. But I do believe splash pads are a need 

throughout our community because it does provide activity and play and a place to cool 

off through a hot day. Councilmember Ann Williams said, yeah, there is nothing wrong 

with that, but my concern has been that there are a large number of kids growing up in 

Jonesboro not having access to learning how to swim; and I think that is a very big 

health and safety concern that you have people growing up, unable to swim, if they 

were to fall into a body of water, and they are denied the lifelong pursuit of swimming 

as a recreation. Because it is a very good aerobic type of exercise, nonimpact, 

something you can do throughout your whole life, and we are cutting a generation off 

from that by not providing a place to actually learn how to swim.

Councilmember Joe Hafner said, that might be something, I don’t know if there are 

grant opportunities out there to get grants for kids to take free swim lessons. I mean, 

now that we have twice as many city pools, you should be able to teach twice as many 

kids. Mr. Kapales said, I agree, or at least be able to provide low cost swim lessons at 

some point. Councilmember Joe Hafner said, I grew up as a lifeguard at the YMCA. 

Mr. Kapales said, so you are ready to do swim lessons. Councilmember Joe Hafner 

said, I could teach them right now. I always told kids, I said, I can swim in a thousand 

feet deep water, and they are like, really? I was like, yeah, I mean, I can’t touch the 

bottom, but I can swim in it. But that’s the end of my talk. I have nothing else 

productive to say. Chairman Chris Gibson said, anything else by the committee before 

this goes really sideways? Anything by the community? Anything from the staff? 

Danny, do you have anything to add? Mr. Sloan, do you have anything to add?

Mr. Kapales said, just thank you all for looking at this and helping with it. I really do 

appreciate it. Councilmember Joe Hafner said, and I will say, I don’t want to speak for 

Mr. Sloan, but I think this council, and it’s in the ordinance on the adoption of Beatrice 

Park, we know what the deed restrictions are, and those will be followed. So I don’t 

think there is going to be any issue there.

John Sloan, 1101 Neville, approached the podium and said, my sister has told me a 

number of other comments that aren’t in that letter. I just hope that everyone who votes 

on that plan reads it as closely as she did. She didn’t read just the part on Beatrice 

Park. She read the whole long plan. You know, I think what she mentions in there, it’s 

really more of a vision and a list of tasks. I mean, a plan to me is something you plan. 

You’ve got your priorities, and you’ve got a way you’re going to execute it. I can’t see, 

and she couldn’t either, any way that the city is in a position to say that this is an 

executable plan at this time. It’s a great vision, but is it really a plan? Chairman Chris 

Gibson said, I think that is the way we’ve got to take it. We’ve got to take one bite of 

the steak at a time. We’re not going to be able to eat the whole cow in one fell swoop. 

Mr. Sloan said, thank you for listening. Chairman Chris Gibson said, thank you.

Chief Administrative Officer Brian Richardson approached the podium and said, just to 

kind of echo some of that conversation, some of the suggestions in there are not just, 

say, a basketball net needs to be replaced here, or you need a park over here. But 

there are also some ideas. And there are some mindsets they want us to adopt as a 

city, you know, walkshed, just a general upkeep schedule of our parks, access, 

swimming, outdoor aquatics, soccer, baseball, all of those things. But there is also a 

mindset that we’ve already kind of started exploring that’s in some of these areas that 

are defined as park lacking. You know, what are some zoning incentives that we can 

provide? What are some outside the box concepts that we can explore to help increase 
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parkland and also to help fund that? And of course we’ve got another committee right 

now that is looking at impact fees. We’ve got a committee that is kind of looking at, I 

guess it’s more of an internal task force, it’s looking at our zoning codes to see what 

can be changed there. So, yes, this plan, if you were to cut a check today, not many 

cities, if any, can afford to fulfill all the obligations on it. But also you’ve got to start 

somewhere and it does lay out some pretty immediate priorities that maintenance stuff 

that we can begin to work on immediately. Actually, in this year’s budget, I believe 

there is $1.5 million set aside for implementation in the master parks plan. So some of 

that stuff can start immediately being resolved. But also, again, just that the overall 

mindset about how we need to kind of rethink how we plan and prioritize not just parks, 

but everything related to a park like connectivity, safety, and all this stuff kind of 

exists in the same ecosystem. The inspiration behind the plan I think does provide 

that.

A motion was made by Joe Hafner, seconded by Brian Emison, that this matter 

be Recommended to Council. The motion PASSED with the following vote.

Joe Hafner;Ann Williams;Brian Emison;LJ Bryant and Janice PorterAye: 5 - 

Anthony ColemanAbsent: 1 - 

RES-24:065 A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE JONESBORO HEALTH ACCELERATOR PLAN FOR 

THE JONESBORO PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

Sponsors: Parks & Recreation and Grants

A motion was made by Brian Emison, seconded by Joe Hafner, that this matter 

be Recommended to Council. The motion PASSED with the following vote.

Joe Hafner;Ann Williams;Brian Emison;LJ Bryant and Janice PorterAye: 5 - 

Anthony ColemanAbsent: 1 - 

4.      ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Joe Hafner, seconded by Brian Emison, that this 

meeting be Adjourned. The motion PASSED with the following vote.

Joe Hafner;Ann Williams;Brian Emison;LJ Bryant and Janice PorterAye: 5 - 

Anthony ColemanAbsent: 1 - 
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Text File

City of Jonesboro 300 S. Church Street

Jonesboro, AR 72401

File Number: RES-24:039

Agenda Date:   Status: To Be IntroducedVersion: 1

File Type: ResolutionIn Control: Public Services Council Committee

A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE WILLINGNESS OF THE CITY OF JONESBORO, 

ARKANSAS TO AUTHORIZE THE GRANTS AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

DEPARTMENT TO APPLY FOR ADDITIONAL FUNDS UNDER 49 U.S.C. SECTION 5339 

FROM THE FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION (FTA) FOR THE JONESBORO 

ECONOMICAL TRANSPORTATION (JET) SYSTEM

WHEREAS, the Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) is the FTA designated recipient 

of the 49 U.S.C Section 5339 formula grant and the City of Jonesboro, Arkansas a direct recipient of 

this grant through ARDOT; and, 

WHEREAS, Hot Springs Intracity Transit (IT) has given ARDOT permission to transfer $23,396 of 

its remaining FY21 5339 funds to JET; and, 

WHEREAS, 5339 funds are available during its allocated fiscal year plus three additional years and 

must be applied for and obligated or the funds will be returned; and,

WHEREAS, JET requests the $23,396 in federal funding with a 20% local match for a JET service 

vehicle. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF 

JONESBORO, ARKANSAS THAT: 

SECTION 1: The Jonesboro City Council pledges its full support for the submission of an application 

for the additional FY21 5339 funds for a JET service vehicle.

SECTION 2: The Mayor and the City Clerk are hereby authorized by the City Council for the City of 

Jonesboro, Arkansas to execute all necessary documents to effectuate the grant application. 

SECTION 3: The Grants and Community Development Department is hereby authorized by the City 

Council for the City of Jonesboro, Arkansas to submit all necessary documents for this federal-aid 

program.

SECTION 4: The Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute all 

appropriate agreements and contracts regarding any future award of this FY21 Section 5339 formula 
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funding.
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Text File

City of Jonesboro 300 S. Church Street

Jonesboro, AR 72401

File Number: COM-24:019

Agenda Date:   Status: To Be IntroducedVersion: 1

File Type: Other 

Communications

In Control: Public Services Council Committee

MONTHLY UPDATE FROM JETS
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Text File

City of Jonesboro 300 S. Church Street

Jonesboro, AR 72401

File Number: COM-24:020

Agenda Date:   Status: To Be IntroducedVersion: 1

File Type: Other 

Communications

In Control: Public Services Council Committee

MONTHLY UPDATE FROM PARKS & RECREATION
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