
Municipal Center

300 S. Church Street

Jonesboro, AR 72401

City of Jonesboro

Meeting Minutes

City Council

5:30 PM Municipal Center, 300 S. ChurchTuesday, June 2, 2026

1.      CALL TO ORDER BY MAYOR HAROLD COPENHAVER AT 5:30 P.M.

2.      PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION

3.      ROLL CALL (ELECTRONIC ATTENDANCE) INITIATED AND CONFIRMED BY CITY 

CLERK APRIL LEGGETT

Brian Emison;Chris Moore;Chris Gibson;David McClain;Joe Hafner;Anthony 

Coleman;Janice Porter;John Street;Charles Coleman;LJ Bryant and Ann 

Williams

Present 11 - 

Kevin MillerAbsent 1 - 

4.      SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

There were no Special Presentations.

5.      CONSENT AGENDA

Approval of the Consent Agenda

A motion was made by Councilperson Chris Moore, seconded by 

Councilperson Brian Emison, to Approve the Consent Agenda. The motioned 

PASSED

Brian Emison;Chris Moore;Chris Gibson;David McClain;Joe Hafner;Anthony 

Coleman;Janice Porter;John Street;Charles Coleman;LJ Bryant and Ann 

Williams

Aye: 11 - 

Kevin MillerAbsent: 1 - 

MIN-26:046 MINUTES FOR THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING ON MAY 19, 2026

CC Minutes 05192026.pdfAttachments:

THIS ITEM WAS PASSED ON THE CONSENT AGENDA.

RES-26:044 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF JONESBORO, ARKANSAS AUTHORIZING THE 

MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE NORTH JONESBORO 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (NJCDC) TO LEASE SPACE AT 911 

MAGNOLIA ROAD
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Magnolia Lease Agreement (Revised 04.01.2026).docxAttachments:

THIS ITEM WAS PASSED ON THE CONSENT AGENDA.

Enactment No: R-EN-076-2026

RES-26:056 A RESOLUTION BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF JONESBORO, ARKANSAS TO ACCEPT 

A PERMANENT RIGHT-OF-WAY EASEMENT FROM ARKANSAS STATE 

UNIVERSITY FOR THE PURPOSE OF THE CONSTRUCTING AND MAINTAINING 

PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS

Permanent ROW Easement.pdfAttachments:

THIS ITEM WAS PASSED ON THE CONSENT AGENDA.

Enactment No: R-EN-077-2026

RES-26:058 A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF AN 

ESCROW DEPOSIT AGREEMENT IN CONNECTION WITH THE DEFEASANCE OF 

BONDS ISSUED TO SUPPORT COLSON CASTER LLC AND ITS AFFILIATES; TO 

AUTHORIZE THE CONVEYANCE OF REAL PROPERTY RELATED TO THE BONDS; 

AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Escrow Deposit Agreement - Jonesboro (2026).pdfAttachments:

THIS ITEM WAS PASSED ON THE CONSENT AGENDA.

Enactment No: R-EN-078-2026

6.      NEW BUSINESS

7.      UNFINISHED BUSINESS

ORDINANCES ON THIRD READING

ORD-26:016 AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 

REVENUE BONDS UNDER THE MUNICIPALITIES AND COUNTIES INDUSTRIAL 

DEVELOPMENT REVENUE BOND LAW FOR THE PURPOSE OF SECURING AND 

DEVELOPING INDUSTRY; TO AUTHORIZE THE SALE OF THE BONDS AND THE 

APPROVAL OF A BOND PURCHASE AGREEMENT AND A PAYMENT IN LIEU OF 

TAXES AGREEMENT IN CONNECTION THEREWITH; TO AUTHORIZE THE 

EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A TRUST INDENTURE SECURING THE BONDS; 

TO AUTHORIZE AND PRESCRIBE CERTAIN MATTERS PERTAINING TO THE 

PROJECT, THE ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION, AND EQUIPPING THEREOF, AND 

THE FINANCING THEREOF; TO AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF 

A LEASE AGREEMENT RELATING TO THE PROJECT; AND FOR OTHER 

PURPOSES

Page 2City of Jonesboro

https://Jonesboro.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=7fe3b922-6326-4717-89dc-087a9ee7867d.docx
https://jonesboro.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=L&ID=26055
https://Jonesboro.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=e942242b-cc81-44ec-8ea4-2cb928ec5a15.pdf
https://jonesboro.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=L&ID=26060
https://Jonesboro.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=163664de-571c-45fa-a10b-21420025099d.pdf
https://jonesboro.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=L&ID=26049


June 2, 2026City Council Meeting Minutes

Trust Indenture - Jonesboro - InnovAsian (2026).pdf

Lease Agreement - Jonesboro - InnovAsian (2026).pdf

PILOT Agreement (InnovAsian Jonesboro)(2026).pdf

Recognition of Prior Interests_ Nondisturbance and Attornment Agreement (InnovAsian) (2026).pdf

Bond Purchase Agreement  - Jonesboro - InnovAsian (2026).pdf

Notification Letter to State Officials - InnovAsian PILOT Agreement.pdf

Notification Letter to Local Officials - Jonesboro - InnovAsian PILOT.pdf

Attachments:

A motion was made by Councilperson John Street, seconded by Councilperson 

Brian Emison, that this matter be Passed. The motion PASSED with the 

following vote.

Brian Emison;Chris Moore;Chris Gibson;David McClain;Joe Hafner;Anthony 

Coleman;Janice Porter;John Street;Charles Coleman;LJ Bryant and Ann 

Williams

Aye: 11 - 

Kevin MillerAbsent: 1 - 

Enactment No: O-EN-021-2026

ITEMS THAT HAVE BEEN HELD IN COUNCIL

ORD-26:015 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 117, KNOWN AS THE ZONING ORDINANCE 

PROVIDING FOR CHANGES IN ZONING BOUNDARIES FROM RM-8 TO RS-5 FOR 

PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1601 GRANGER DRIVE AS REQUESTED BY CRAFTON 

TULL

Application

Plat

Notification

Staff Summary RZ_26-07

MAPC Minutes 04.14.26

Receipt

Attachments:

A motion was made by Councilperson Chris Moore, seconded by 

Councilperson Brian Emison, that this matter be Passed. The motion PASSED 

with the following vote.

Brian Emison;Chris Moore;Chris Gibson;David McClain;Joe Hafner;Anthony 

Coleman;Janice Porter;John Street;Charles Coleman;LJ Bryant and Ann 

Williams

Aye: 11 - 

Kevin MillerAbsent: 1 - 

Enactment No: O-EN-022-2026

8.      MAYOR'S REPORTS

Mayor Harold Copenhaver reported on the following:

And I would like to remind council the month-end reports are on the table down by 

Brian for each one of you. So please feel free to pick that up. And at the end of my 

Mayor's comments, Tony's going to give us a brief summation of that. I think it'll be 

under an hour. Is that right, Tony? 
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So since City Council met on last May 19th, all of our area-wide schools are out. So 

summer is officially underway. And with that said, please be extra careful and aware of 

children out and about within the city. Many new drivers are experiencing their first time 

driving as well in this community. And so as we all are well aware, that sometimes can 

be a predicament. So meeting friends as well at city parks and community centers, 

they're all getting out and about. So please stay aware. Be off your phones while you're 

driving. And let's keep our children safe this summer. 

Our city pools and splash pads are open. Community centers are very active with 

events. And the parks are full of activity. Get out and enjoy the many options like the 

Crag Wall at Earl Bell. They extended their hours for June. Open Monday through 

Friday from 12 to 9 p.m. And Saturday from 12 to 5 p.m. So go check it out. 

Grab a chair and a blanket and make plans to attend the next Sunset Session at 

Craighead Forest Park on June 20th at the Bandshell at Access 6. Listen to live 

bands. It's free. And let the kids play. A win for everyone in the family. 

And be sure to sign up your child for the next Gen cadets free program presented by 

DARE coming up in July. The program gives kids the opportunity to engage with 

officers, participate in hands-on activities, swim and enjoy lunch, and learn leadership 

skills in a fun and positive environment. Different sessions are offered for different age 

levels. So be sure to email DARE@JonesboroAR.gov for more information.

Also, don't forget, applications are now open for the Youth Advancement Council. 

Students in grades 9 through 12, including public, private and homeschool students, 

are encouraged to apply. Applications are available on the city's website at 

JonesboroAR.gov for both new and returning members and will be open through July 

1st.

I want to encourage everyone to participate in the Plan Jonesboro comprehensive 

planning process. The community survey remains open at PlanJonesboro.com. I 

encourage all residents to share their thoughts and ideas about the future of our city. 

Public engagement continues to be a major part of this effort. Don't miss the next 

public input meeting upcoming this Thursday, June 4th, and then on June 25th and 

July 16th. There will also be webinars and additional community engagement 

opportunities throughout the summer, so stay engaged and help shape the plans of the 

future of Jonesboro. 

My staff and I were thrilled to take part in the Special Olympics send-off on May 21st 

alongside many of our fire and police personnel. It's an inspiring event to get to be a 

part of, and we're proud of each athlete that competed and represented Jonesboro. 

Jonesboro also hosted over 300 cyclists this past weekend during the Skirmish Delta 

Gravel Festival. Those cyclists were dedicated, whether it was rain or not, they raced. 

And the race they did. We're grateful that Jonesboro has become a destination for 

cyclists looking for a different course in the city to enjoy. 

How about the Arkansas State men's golf team? Congratulations on an excellent 

season. They secured a spot in the 2026 NCAA Championship for the first time in 

program history at A-State, and they advanced to the national finals. That was 

impressive. 

Our community really knows how to come together and celebrate and to honor. Thanks 

again to the Craighead Veterans Monument Foundation for organizing the Memorial 
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Day observance on May 25th. While city offices were closed, we were able to attend 

and brave all who sacrificed that went on before us. 

As mentioned at the last city council meeting, we are currently finalizing details on 

notable hiring and recruiting financial incentives. With police departments facing 

challenges for recruitment nationwide, we are modernizing our hiring process, including 

incentives to ensure the department feels supported and our community remains safe. 

Many of you may have seen the press release that went out this morning. Jonesboro 

was awarded a $42,358 grant through the Patrick Lehigh Bulletproof Vest Partnership 

Program granted by the U.S. Department of Justice. The funding supports the 

purchase, I believe, of 40 new armor, Express Raven II tactical SWAT carrier systems 

for officers and Jonesboro Police Department. It helps strengthen public safety efforts 

while reducing financial pressure on the city budget as well. Protecting the men and 

women who protect and serve our community is a priority. This federal funding allows 

us to continue equipping our officers with some of the most advanced safety 

equipment available while also being responsible stewards of our taxpayer dollars. 

And being a good steward is a key part of the neighborhood cleanup incentive as well. 

Don't miss June 6th cleanup, hosted at Fisher Street United Methodist Church from 8 

a.m. to 12 p.m. As you're cleaning up your bulky junk, drop it off and come by and 

drop off some bags and pick up some bags as well. Now Scott, it's also going to be a 

neighborhood. They're going to go around the neighborhood as well, correct? Code 

Enforcement Director Scott Roper said, yes, sir. Mayor Copenhaver continued, so if 

residents can't make it to that, they can put it out and we will come by and pick it up in 

that area, correct? Again, Mr. Roper said, yes, sir.

Let's continue to work together and make Jonesboro the best city it can be, and I'm 

confident that our efforts together will make all the difference. Thank you all for all you 

do, and let's keep it that way. God bless. All right, Tony, you want to come up and give 

your quick summation?

Chief Operations Officer Tony Thomas said, man, you guys are challenging if you’re 

going to limit me to five minutes. Well, I don't want to spend a lot of time and bore you 

all any more than we normally do, but I also want to stress, this is the time of year that 

we see a tremendous increase in the demand for services across most of our 

divisions. Warmer temperatures, school is out, and so we're beginning to see that 

influx.

Now, I say that also saying that there's not very much of a lull time throughout the year 

for departments, but the demands just seem to be greater during the summer months. 

Our departments continue to provide the level of service that we anticipate as 

administration, city council and the public demands from them, and I'm not going to go 

through every department tonight. What I've chosen to do is I'll hit a couple of 

departments each month and just kind of highlight what's in those reports, and then 

overall we'll do a summary of some of the things that I think you're going to find in 

those reports.

One of the things that I think you're going to see is that we do continue to do 

tremendous things in spite of some of the employment challenges or employee 

challenges that we have in our departments. I know Animal Control is bare knuckle 

right now in regards to the number of animal control officers that they have available. 

We also have some challenges from time to time at the lower level positions in the 

Street Department. Of course, this is the time of year that you see a lot of the work 

related to our Street Department when it comes to, number one, grass mowing in the 
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right of way. We continue to be focused on committing resources to potholes and 

different things along those lines that continue to need repairing from the winter 

weather that occurred here this year. But again, getting individuals at those lower level 

positions, those street worker positions, sometimes is a challenge, and we're 

continuing to see shortages in those areas. Even though we are short on animal 

control officers, we've seen an expanded capability as far as…well, let me just say 

this, and I know you know this, the shelter is always full. And so, you've seen an effort 

to try to increase that capacity in the existing space that we have. So, we did add 

some kennel capacity last month. Number one, that allows us to service more animals 

that meet the need that's out there. And number two, it also helps us reduce the 

number of animals that we have to put down in our shelter because we do everything 

we can to be a no-kill shelter and adopt dogs and other animals out of that location. 

And then, as always, I think you heard in the Mayor's Report that community outreach 

and engagement with our departments is big. You heard about the cleanup that's 

upcoming. Last month, we collected about 10 tons of debris at the cleanup. And we 

always have good numbers from the north area that we're going to be focused on this 

upcoming week. And then, I'll also add that, of course, this is an active time for Code 

Enforcement and Scott Roper and his crew. They've been down an officer as well. So, 

again, that theme related to shortages. But I think you're going to see about 560 cases 

that they opened in the month of May alone. And so, grass was slow for a while there 

because of the lack of rain. But as we all know, over the last few days, we've made up 

for that in some ways. And so, you're beginning to see grass pop back up and grow at 

a level that I think will make them a little busier than they have even been within this 

report. And then, lastly, on that one, we just continue to deal with citizen complaints as 

they arise. I dealt with a situation today that's not in this report related to a citizen. Not 

only some animals, but some debris in the yard. We got a report in to Code 

Enforcement and Animal Control related to that. 

Other than – I'll also say, let me just put it like that. We continue to focus on – I know 

most of you are familiar with the bond projects that we have related to what was 

passed here in City Council some time ago. That 9-1-1 center, we're in the final stages 

of that design plan on there. And then, Caraway Road, of course, is a priority. Those 

are projects that have a time frame to them. And so, we continue to march forward and 

try to get those completed in as speedy a process as possible. 

And then, it goes to say Parks is inundated with activity throughout the summer 

months. And so, we continue to focus on educational programs, community events, 

those public outreach initiatives that you're going to see as a part of those reports. As 

well as our continued partnership with local organizations. One of those is our – in the 

Grants Department last month, we worked a great deal with that Community 

Development Citizen Advisory Committee. Again, it's a citizen-led process to review 

applications and to score those applications related to funding that's available for 

non-profits in our communities in order to meet community needs that we don't have 

the capacity to work with. 

So, as we move forward, we're going to continue to focus on – I know HR has really 

been actively recruiting and visiting individuals as well as organizations and job fairs 

that are taking place in our area in order to focus on those staffing needs in order to 

get our employee level of service up to where it needs to be. Even though, again, even 

though we see that decrease in that level, we are continuing to focus on being as 

efficient and as effective as we can with the staff that we have in order to provide, 

again, a high level of service. And then, we're going to continue to strengthen that 

public engagement and community partnership. You heard the Mayor talk about the 
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upcoming plan meetings that we have, and those continue on a monthly basis.

And then, just continuing to address the public safety and the welfare needs of 

citizens here in our community. With that, I will just remind you that packets are 

available here on the table. I encourage you to ensure you get yours. Spend some time 

with the data that's there. Don't hesitate to reach out to either our office or to 

Department Heads if there are any additional questions. We want to facilitate that as 

much as we can and give you information that we think is helpful to you as you engage 

and interact with citizens here in our community. Thank you. Mayor Copenhaver said, 

okay. Thank you, Tony. I appreciate that very much.

9.      CITY COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilmember Brian Emison said, the only thing I've got, and kind of piggybacking 

on what Tony had to say there, you know, we had an accident in front of First 

Community Bank on Friday. And, you know, sometimes it takes a little while for police 

officers to be able to get across town and to be on site. Of course, everyone's 

constantly working. But there was a Code Enforcement truck that happened to be right 

there at the same time that the accident happened. And one of our Code Enforcement 

officers, Mr., I think it was Blake Nichols, is that right? Thank you. Thank you, Mr. 

Roper. And he was out there in his fluorescent vest, and he was directing traffic. So 

everybody coming together and, you know, stepping in whenever they can. So it was a 

great, it was great to see Code Enforcement out there helping direct traffic. Only other 

thing that I have is that I did have an opportunity to meet with the administration a little 

bit on Monday and discuss, we were talking through police pay and working on some of 

those items. And anyways, I think we've made a lot of good steps forward, and we'll be 

trying to get some information together with that as we move forward. I know that we 

have had conversations about the incentive programs and being able to recruit new 

officers. Only thing that I failed to bring up in that meeting, Mayor, and something that 

I wondered if we could look at is that, you know, with us being down roughly, I think it's 

approximately 20 officers that we've got down, is that whenever we do start building up 

some of our numbers back to the police force, if some of this unrealized expense that 

we didn't incur by not having those officers, if we wanted to look at doing something for 

the officers that had been out there working while we were down in our census count on 

that side, I didn't know if that was something we could look towards doing. I know ASP 

did that back a number of years ago and just thought that would be something nice to 

say thank you to the officers that have been taking care of us while we've been down a 

little bit here. Thank you sir.

Councilmember Dr. Charles Coleman said, yes, since we have the best cleanup when 

we have cleanup, we will be feeding the Code Enforcement, and there's a strong 

possibility that the Code Enforcement people will get a half a slab of ribs. Mayor 

Copenhaver said, thank you, Councilman.

Councilmember L.J. Bryant said,  I know we had this discussion. It seemed like 

Councilman McClain…It could have been two months, six months, nine months…who 

knows when we had this discussion. What's kind of the latest thoughts since Attorney 

General Griffin last summer challenged cities to work on loitering and stuff? Has there 

been any new thoughts on any of that? Councilmember McClain said, I was told no. 

Councilmember Bryant continued, and I visited with the Attorney General a little bit the 

other day. I know he said we have another state law we need to update. Mayor 

Copenhaver replied, well, and I think that is on everybody's mind. You know, we're 

seeing it, unfortunately, at some of our intersections, every corner's full. And how we 

address that. And so Carol and I were actually in multiple discussions last week, and 
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it's going to be one of those issues that we're going to have to lean heavily on our state 

legislature.  Councilmember Bryant continued, because it seems every city has it, 

right? If you go to Fayetteville or Hot Springs or whatever. And Little Rock tried to do 

something, then they kind of backed down off of it and I think they got some public 

pressure and backed down. Mayor Copenhaver said, Hot Springs got sued over it. City 

Attorney Carol Duncan replied, and lost. Mayor Copenhaver continued, and lost. So, 

again, these are things that our legislators really are going to, we are really going to 

have to lean heavy on them next session. Ms. Duncan said, we are looking at some 

safety concerns. I do think in some of the islands, that's a safety concern. Being on 

the sidewalk is different. But being on those little islands out in the middle of traffic, I 

think that we could make a valid argument that that's a safety concern, both for the 

person and for the drivers that are distracted by that. So, hopefully we're going to 

address some of that and just ask them to move over to the sidewalk. Councilmember 

Bryant asked, any kind of backwards arguments to be made with the dogs, like 

endangering the dogs because it’s too hot or something? Mayor Copenhaver replied, 

and children. Councilmember Bryant continued, and children too. Ms. Duncan said, 

there are rules about state highways, but they don't apply if there's a sidewalk in place. 

And so that makes it difficult. You have to be 10 feet away from a state highway, but 

not if there's a sidewalk. Mayor Copenhaver said, correct. Ms. Duncan continued, so 

that, unfortunately, most of our state highways have sidewalks next to them, or a lot of 

them do, not all of them, but where the people are tend to have those. So we've been 

looking at that. And then, yeah, those are the main things. And we've also reached out 

again to see if we can get permission from the Highway Department to put up some 

signage like some cities have put up, but we've put it up and it's been taken down on 

our state highways that encourage people to donate to local charities that help people. 

But our signs were taken down. So that's kind of where we are. Mayor Copenhaver 

said, and that brings up a point, too. Councilman, I don't want to belittle the situation, 

but we are going to be very proactive with, I've already called in Chief Elliott and the 

Sheriff's Department as well as the State Police. We've had meetings about gatherings 

in our community, make sure they don't get out of hand, how we can address 

situations and be united on that, because we want all people to be able to have 

enjoyable time and gatherings throughout the summer. But we're seeing that in multiple 

states, especially surrounding states. And so we need to coordinate our efforts. We're 

going to be making a few statements there. I know that the Chief has got several 

saturations planned for this summer for our community as well. And we just want to 

make everybody aware and we're going to keep our community as safe as possible.

10.      PUBLIC COMMENTS

Patti Lack, 4108 Forest Hill Road, said, really there's two things that I'd like to say to 

all of you, is that I expected about a month and a half ago, maybe two months ago, I 

was expecting a more specific expense report from the Parks Department on the two 

volleyball tournaments that we had. I'm kind of disappointed that I haven't. And is it 

important? It was, because I think along with me and a lot of other people, maybe 

some of you also questioned some of the expenses that were on that, such as 

Potbelly, the hotel, and all that. And they said that there was going to be a more 

specific breakdown of the expense report, and I have not seen it, and it's been at least 

a month and a half ago. So I hope I get it soon. The second thing is that I don't know if 

any of you have driven by Simmons Bank Building on Caraway Road. There were five 

large trees between the sidewalk and the street. And I don't know about you, but I go 

through that parking lot, and it was really difficult to see an oncoming car coming north 

when I was turning left on that street. It's a very dangerous place to place these big 

trees. The trees are beautiful. I don't know what kind of trees they are, but that's not 

the type of tree that needs to go there. So my question to you, or to, I guess, the City 
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Planner, is, one, because I know I talked to some people at Simmons Bank, one of 

them had been hit already, so there's only five right now. But it blocks the view of the 

traffic coming on. And you look at daytime or nighttime, and this would be on Caraway. 

So one is that does Simmons own those trees because they're between the sidewalk 

and the street, and who is the one that planted them? Who's the one that paid for 

them? I know that we have a tree ordinance, and it's a brand-new building. But I think 

we need to consider those trees being removed and either being on the opposite side. 

I know someone said something about maybe because it was a power line, but those 

are the not correct trees to be there. They are going to grow pretty large, but they 

block the traffic, and it's going to be a safety issue. And it takes one accident. But, I 

know I talked to some of the people at Simmons Bank, and they're not happy about 

those trees, and they're okay if the city takes those trees and places them somewhere 

else on the property. So I guess I can do a FOIA on who owns the trees. They gave 

me the suggestion, but if we know what it is, I'd appreciate it if we could find out. So 

thank you. Mayor Copenhaver said, thank you for your comments. Carol's trying to find 

an answer out for me.

Edward Orr, 2902 Breezewood Drive, said, good afternoon. And I came here today to 

speak to the City Council. I've cleaned my life up to the point to where I actually tried 

to run for City Council. I reached out to Mr. McCain, told you I wanted to work with you 

so you can better inform me on how this goes. Because I live in a neighborhood where 

I think the needs are being overlooked. I live in a low-income neighborhood. Not too 

proud of it, but I make the best of it. And what I'm seeing is a lack of empathy for the 

low-income people. It's okay to put funds where they're needed to make things look 

good, but they need to be in these low-income neighborhoods where these people are 

really struggling. There's not a program out here to help a single mother. I've 

researched it. I've studied the law, constitutional, civil, just about all of it. Ms. Duncan, 

I read that report about you and the Mayor being sued about something about 

destruction of some type of paperwork. Well, I wanted to come here today and 

specifically make reference on the fact that I've been a victim of that from your office. 

At the Jonesboro City Police, I tried to file multiple charges when I was wronged. Your 

office denied me four times to file charges. Four times. Your name is stuck right at the 

top of it. City Attorney Carol Duncan replied, I'm not familiar with the case, but okay. 

Mr. Orr continued, we're not asking for much out here. It's hard for everybody. We 

cannot keep allocating this money in places that already look good. What I'm asking 

the City Council is to help where the help is needed. I'm begging. I see this. I have this 

saying in my head. You wouldn't elect me to go serve in a community where the 

houses are $500,000 or a million dollars because I don't know about that community. 

So, there’s no insight I can give anyone about that community. So, what I'm saying is 

decisions are being made about these low-income communities where people actually 

don't come. And, the decisions are basically nothing. We are all struggling, regardless 

of race, creed, religion. I don't see none of that. I see people. And, for someone to 

claim they have absolute immunity, that kind of, I frown on that. Because you have to 

be granted absolute immunity. You can't just give it to yourself. And with that said, I 

have right here my divorce decree. And right now I am battling the fact that my divorce 

decree was filed marked twice. I signed it once, October 31, 2016, when I went to child 

support court and demanded a copy of my divorce decree, three pages were edited, 

and it was filed marked with the wrong date of August. So I went to the City Clerk's 

office and tried to get answers. They were dismissive. City Attorney Carol Duncan 

replied, I think you mean the County Clerk. Mr. Orr continued, County Clerk. Sorry 

about that. County Clerk. I went there, and they were dismissive. If we are going to be 

in the leadership role, these people have to be leaders. You can't cut corners and then 

get behind that computer to clean it up. We can all take shortcuts. I was told by my 

mom as a kid, the more you cut corners, someday you're going to have to make them 

Page 9City of Jonesboro



June 2, 2026City Council Meeting Minutes

steps up. You cut the corners too much, you'll never make them up. So what I'm 

saying to the Jonesboro City Council, I have respect for everyone. Law enforcement, 

everyone. I even applied to be a police. Was denied for whatever reason I don't know. 

But what I'm asking is that we open our minds up to everyone, not just certain areas of 

this county. Everyone needs help. Everyone needs help. Mr. Mayor, I voted for you. I'm 

a little disappointed at your leadership. I've read so many lawsuits that you have not 

settled. We've got to get that right Mayor. We have to get that right, Mr. Copenhaver. 

I'm begging you. Hayley Boyd, I used to be her caretaker. She was injured in a car 

wreck involving a police officer. That woman's life is terrible because she cannot walk. 

And the last thing I read from the Supreme Court is that she may be entitled to 

$50,000. That's not going to cut it. Not for her. Now, this is not an African-American 

woman. This is a white woman. I was her caretaker. And the way she lived after being 

paralyzed, Mr. Copenhaver, we have to get this woman the needs, the resources she 

needs to live her life. I don't care about what money she's owed. What I'm asking the 

City Council is make sure Hayley Boyd gets the resources she needs. She's 

paralyzed. She cannot walk ever again. So, yes, I have had trouble in the past. But I've 

worked hard to clean  my life up. I got my record expunged. Started  to try to come into 

City Council, being a police officer. But it's hard when corners are being cut. My mom 

raised me to be equal, accountable, truthful. And with the things going on that I'm 

reading about, I can't see myself working in these settings and be the best version of 

myself. See what I'm saying? So, I'm just asking the City Council, like, let's do a little 

more. Let's do a little more. I respect everyone up here. Let's stop putting funds where 

they're going to look good. Let's put them where they are needed. Mayor Copenhaver 

said, thank you very much for your time. Mr. Orr said, thank you sir. Mayor Copenhaver 

replied, you bet. Mr. Orr said, alright, thank you.

11.      ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilperson Chris Moore, seconded by 

Councilperson Joe Hafner, that this meeting be Adjourned. The motion 

PASSED with the following vote.

Brian Emison;Chris Moore;Chris Gibson;David McClain;Joe Hafner;Anthony 

Coleman;Janice Porter;John Street;Charles Coleman;LJ Bryant and Ann 

Williams

Aye: 11 - 

Kevin MillerAbsent: 1 - 
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_____________________________       Date: ____________

Harold Copenhaver, Mayor

Attest:

_____________________________       Date: ____________

April Leggett, City Clerk
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