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nppolatment, peonnation, detotioas, sHaec bpHaniong or resbpuion
AR KA N SAS ol any pubbe oficer o employee” Tn contonst, i execitive

session to convider gencral snbiny mntiees, an neross the hiod

v ~ puy ncrense, o the overnll performnnee ot cmployees us n
E E DO M proug i not penmissible.

Q. Yho may attend nu execulive aeealan?
A, Only the top administrntor in ny agency mny attend, the
emplayee’s bmmeldinte supervisor, the caplayee in question,

I N FO“MAT I o N widd ey prersens hedog hitesviewsd i the top mindnistoive
position 1o the ngency lnvolved, Neither the agency’s nor the
H N : ciployec s nttorney sny mttent nn exceatlve sesadon,

). Wheo dues the actlopn discnssed n an exccutive sessdan

hecome legal?
ch Editlon A, When the governdong houly fnvolved tmities the tion with
w- publie vate by open sesston tatlowlng the exeeutive session
Wona pubilic vete is inken, the decigion discasseld in closed ses

Q. Haw daes ane regiiest recayds? sienn lina na legal ellect.

A, The aequest shonld be divected 1o the “cnstodding of (the
tecds,” 1t oeel not bee o weithge, theoph o wiltten tegnest ix €. Hnw dies nne chntlenge an pency ‘s nctlon? .
advisable, heenuse it provides noaccont it litipmion becmnes AL YAy cltdzen sdenicd the ddphts prmted o hing amy nppesd
necessny. tonnedintely Teonn the denial™ o appeapinte e nit conr,

which miny Tvsiee “onders™ i enbone e the nel
Q. When wust the pgency 1espomd!

A, Reconds must he mde nvpiluble limmedintely antens o
active use nr sovage, hn which ense they st be ninde wvall

nlite within thice workbg iy ol ihe seguest, Regoesesc fen gues

sompuel wecands ad caygployee evialuntion vecids st be nered
upon within 24 homs ol the custodinn’ s peccipt of the segness
During that smne periand, the eonstodinn tnnst aake ellond do e
fullest exient possible to notity 1he person uking the request
and the subject of the scvards of the custodinns decision . “The
custodian, requester, or subject of the reconds mny seek an
Attmuney Genesnl's opivdon on whether the enstadinn’s deci
sion i« consistent with the net.

Q. Are altorney's feer nvnllnbie?

A, The comtanny mwinnd attorney '~ fees el athes Titigntion
expenses ton pnny who hns sabwtnntinlly gaevailed joan FOHA
cure plese the couns ks tHint the posiilon of e detendian
was suhistuntinlly justilicd av that oshes chiommstanues neaike an
nward unjost.

). Layjolation of the FOIA a crimlun! alffense?

A, A person whe "negligenity vindnies” the FOIA is pallty of
n dsdessieasor amd enn he prnished iy o fine of up (e $2(61 »
JuHl terin uf up 10 MO days, o both. Alieinatively, the count
may sentence the defendant to “appaprinte puhlic service o

Q. How must the agency vespond? cduention, o uah.”

A. There is po abligation op the agency s pml to provide capics
or furish duplicating equipiment: it must simply innke nvail-
able existing reconds, Reasonable comlonts mul Incilities
the Tl exercise ol the ight e inspect nnd copy the secnnls
must be provided ns well,

Q. What It a reconumnessled way to aunoimce an excentive
sesslon?

Ay Alter approval o oootion teoretive into etecitive sessiomg,
the chindomnn imny annannce: "“This body lins voted tretite into
excentive session (o cansider the femplayment, appointinent,
prenssstion, demntion, dhseiphine or restgnation] of an employcee.
We will recnnvene in public session tollowing this erecntive
session 1o presest wmd vote on niy nethos sivived ot in privine ™

Q. Whnt fees mmny he charged?

A. An agency miny charge o fee that is ieasonahly relined 1o
nctual copying cost. Hhe ngenyy must be prepimed 1o justity the
costs pascssed, i clullenged, The Attiiney Genent has apined
thal 25 cenls & page is vat uicusonsbic. An ngency miny not

\‘};llnrgc_l'u'r |ill}c speng hy " cuployee i senclipnp ity pUBLIC AGENC'ES
up records en fur compater liwe,

The fulluwlug questions sl answers perinin to all public

Q. Who may atfend mectings? bontds and agencles regulated by state, county and municipal

A. Becnuse meetings “shinll he public.” iny peison may ntiend. governments, Including local public schaol disticts, “The opin-
fon nnubers represent the year nid seqquence the apinien wais

Q. What Is a mec(ing? issucd: e.g.. Opinton No. 74-10 was the tenth opinion issued in

A. Auy mecting, formal or infosmnl, vegular i specinl, of n 1974,

governing hody, including sub-ldics. A quogmn of the pov-

erming body peed nut bg present Lor the meeting to he subject (o Q. Does » commiitce or subepnynlitee of a governing hady

the FOIA. If twa membess meet informally (o discuss post o have (o nieet tie requiresnents of the FOIA?

pending husiness, that meeting may be subject in thie FOIA, A. Ueucrally, yes. Ark. Uazetie Co,_v. Pickens, 258 Ak, 69,

Thix question will tmn on the facts of cuch casc. 522 S W2 )50.¢1915),

Q. Whint gieetings arce excimpl from the FOIAY ). Must a governing hady hold a public meellng even If lta

A. ‘These is gnly_onc cxeniption: an excentive sessinn iy be only purpose Is to gather information?

held nnly “far the putpase of considering employment, A. Yes. Oplnhin N, 95.198,



