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JONESBORO — City offi-
cials are keepmg a closer
eye on criminal activity
and property upkeep at
rental units after many
res1dents cued comncerns

at recenr_ commumty COl’l- y

vex;satlon meetings.

Part of this effort will
bemore outreach to land-
lords to. mform them of
regulatlons and encour—’

age them to monitor their

propertlesu The Police De-
;partment,;has had pre‘vx-;__'
ous drscusslonwauh land-
lord assocxatlons on such‘

lSSl.leS

' “We 've had one group-"‘
come in already, and

they’ve agreed to. self-

abate,” Pohce Chief Mlkev

map dAet'éils cf'ime areas, B4

Yates said.

Some rental property‘ 5

owners from the Cedar

Heightsarea, wherepolice

frequently deal with prob—

lems, met ‘with the depart-‘ Y
ment recently’ and agreed.
_ to work on some of oo
‘issues‘to prevent the need
for the city to.go through
the full legal abatement =
_'process ‘0N nuisance prop- pa
“erties, Yates said. hE
At the ‘Ward 1 meet-
ing. City Attorney Phllllp.

ose

: 1ords on what takes place

on their propertles and a
reduq.txon in crime.

‘The Police Department
‘m 1nta1ns a list of all

; apartment complexes and
. owners and is working on

its “top 10,” Yates said.
“And we're repeating
process with other
t takes a

Pollce -D_e-

Crego said the city’ s use ety

of criminal- abatements. “thr
which hold. landlords fi- -
nan01ally responsible for

crimes associated w1th
their- properties, is a suc-

.cessful tool that results
insbettenicontrolibystands - tivi

g sentee landlords who are.
not aware of everythmg.
that occurs: 'on their prop-
: rty, Mayor Harold Per-

rin said. The city wants to
inform them of- problems

‘and what expectations of-

fxclals have

.Dralnuge, trufflc, etc. g

Other issues brought up
at the commumty meet-'
ings — held late March

~through April in eachv
of the'city’s six ‘wards

luded the usual com-
nts about. drainage,
ic, la__c-k_ of vlsidewalks

- CIRCULATION ...

‘resulted in. qu1te

INFO'

department: he'ads_ to re-
solve as many problems
as possible.

Although attendance
was down from 2010,
there were 67 total issues
discussed compared to

about 38 last year. Last

year code enforcement is-
sues: generated the most
questions and ult1rnate1y

work by the city,
ing 31 homes demolished.
Eachitemwas. delegated
toa city department: 10 in
Code Enforcement, 15 in

‘Police, 19 in Engmeermg,
16in Streets two in Parks
-and. Recreatlon, three in
- Sanitation and two m E-
; ‘911 “

“Perrin said he will re-

view. the list every month
v to ensure progress is be-p

' CALLUS . .(870) 935-5525 gﬁ's‘fN"é?: i
L E226 | CLASSIRIEDS ..

1nclud— !

roperty arcas

‘We've had one
group come in
already, and
they’ve agreed to
self-abate.’

Mike Yates
Jonesboro police chief

ing made on all tasks.

“I'm going to keep that
whole list.until it's com-
p]eted ” Perrin said. “So
then I can report back to
the people, this was the
date it was done, etc.”

khlll@jonesborosun.com
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his map ‘created by the
-Jonesboro Police Depart-
ment shows. locations of
" such crimes as aggravated
assault, murder, rape and
" kidnapping (blue dots) in
relation to rental proper-
ties (red dots) throughout
the city. The larger circles
indicate clusters of rental
properties.
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Drive propext'ty owner lost u
1is appeal of azoning deci-
sion Iheqday as the Jones-
ro -Clty ounc1l voted 8

.fg- 4

; : Graycen Colbert | The Sun
on't:’sboro re5|dent Sherrl Beatty addresses the Clty Council regardlng flood insurance Tuesday inside the' Huntmgton
‘Building ; o

S éé';fx

ﬁ“.ﬁ

there if it’s developed as as not to harm the neigh-
RM-4 LUO b borhood.

Doug Ward, a resident
W of Colony Drive, said he
"Wlth“the new zon g, while understood that the cur-

68 are allgﬂgd cur re’—l'ir, rent zoning allows for a
,___g].d greater number of units

Lyons, also noted the but that he would prefer

ct would have to fi ) o
m 1gate‘-any floodmg o PLEASE SEE COUNCIL, A2

> single fam
’I~‘ra developg;

jought to re%one 8.6 acres
n the north’éide of Colo-




tlh@ Fr—

COUN'C‘II. Permits requ1red for festivals, foot races, other activ

developmentvs impact on traffic,

especially its proximity to’ rallroad

tracks, and sald it would not take
r :

ve ed"there,” he saxd

nﬁﬁﬁs"Moore said he
norfﬂ'&n Wi ﬁlldhﬁ aive addition-
al readin’gsﬁf arezoning ordinance
but suggested the council resolve
: t uesday since so- many

were present at the meeting.

Council members Charles
Frierson, Gene Vance and Ann Wil-
liams voted for the rezoning, while
Moore, Charles Coleman, Chris
Gibson, John Street, Mitch John-
son, Darrel Dover, Rennel Woods
and Mikel Fears dissented. Tim
McCall was absent. :

In other business the council
adopted an ordinance that will
require permits and fees for fes-
tivals, marathons and other activi-
ties that take place on public prop-
erty. It was adopted with an emer-
gency clause, which means it goes
into effect 1mmed1ate1y

Police Chief Mike Yates sald
the measure is necessary partly
“ecause too many events requir-

sted in the matter'

ing mtvpohce sanitation or other
s;are being scheduled at
time, placing extra per-

ings of 25 people'or more in areas’
where they re conducting their ac-

tivities.in the public rxght of-way,.

the sidewalks or street, in a man-
ner that interferes with trafflc .
He said the situation where city
officials had absolutely no influ-
ence on such events had led to three
options. One was to create some
kind of organization to these ac-

tivities, which this ordinance aims’

to do; two, to put a lot more money
in employee overtime budgets; or
three, to not do anything and let ev-
eryone do what they want without

any city involvement — an option

Yates did not recommend.
Mayor Harold Perrin said the

fees won’t even cover the ¢
staffing these events. Also,
groups may request waiver
city-sponsored ‘€vents are
matically exempt from the fe

Also Tuesday the counci
proved:

* several resolutions perta

to an application for a disast
* lief grant;

e a contract with Morris-
LLC for 2011 sidewalk imp;

; ments

- s g contract with Belk Cons

‘tion Inc. for design-build ser

of Pavilion No. 1 at Craighead

est Park;

e contracts with Andy’s Fr
Custard and Chick-fil-A for spo
ships at Joe Mack Campbell Pa

‘e appointments to the Tran:
tation Management Board;

‘e aresolution to hire Mlchael

- roughs for accountant services

s a contract with Frank A. Ro
for the construction of a vel
storage facility;

* a contract with Civil Engin
ing Associates LLC to provide
gineering services for the city
enway; and

e a resolution to enderse the
ticipation of Rural Sourcing It

_participation in the Tax Back |
gram.

The council also heard a pre:
tation from Wendy__, Stotts of
city’s Auditorium Cominission
garding a community survey
The Forum.

khill@jonesborosun.com
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#4 is the Colony Dr crossing. This crossing is the route used by hundreds of
people each day to access Stadium Blvd, and return home.

#3 Rook Rd crossing is a non-signaled crossing, on a curve in the railroad tracks
that is very dangerous. It is a major problem to get onto Stadium Blvd at the Kum
/Go. Tt 1s also a narrow road and not used as an access road by residents in our
area. .

#1 and #2 crossings are along the by-pass, far north and east of where most
residents in this area live. They also enter Stadium Blvd. at choke points by
Baptist Hospital and at the south side of the by-pass.

#5 1s the crossing at Apt, which is south, and very few people drive south to go
north, to Jonesboro.

Crossings #3 # 4 #5 have all had fatal train/car accidents in the recent past.

Look at the vast areas of vacant land east of Colony Dr. Colony Dr. cannot serve
all this area if building continues. It is extremely busy now.
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