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DUAL PLANNING INITIATIVES
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• Park and facility level of service

• Development and maintenance 
of facilities

• Equity, access and resilience

• Community partnerships

• Community preferences

• Funding (capital improvement 
program, grants, etc.) 

MASTER PLAN PURPOSE
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MASTER PLAN PROCESS

PHASE 2
B A S E L I N E  

A N A L Y S I S  &  N E E D S  
A S S E S S M E N T

PHASE I
P R O J E C T  

I N I T I A T I O N

PHASE 4
P L A N  A D O P T I O N

PHASE 3
P R I O R I T I E S

S P R I N G  2 0 2 3

W I N T E R  
2 0 2 3 / 2 0 2 4

F A L L  2 0 2 3

S P R I N G / S U M M E R  2 0 2 3
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CENTER FOR DISEASE CONTROL 
HEALTH ACCELERATOR GRANT

SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH

ACCELERATOR PLAN PURPOSE

ECONOMIC 
STABILITY

SOCIAL AND 
COMMUNITY CONTEXT

NEIGHBORHOOD 
AND BUILT 

ENVIRONMENT

HEALTH CARE ACCESS 
AND QUALITY

EDUCATION ACCESS 
AND QUALITY

P A R K S  A N D  R E C R E A T I O N  M A S T E R  P L A N N I N G  I N I T I A T I V E S | C I T Y  C O U N C I L  | 0 5 . 0 7 . 2 4



8

GRANT APPLICATION OBJECTIVES
• Increase accessibility of parks and 

recreational facilities for people with 
disabilities.

TARGET POPULATIONS
• Persons with a disability
• Persons experiencing poverty
• Ethnic and racial minorities
• Persons lacking housing and/or 

transportation

SDOH PRIORITY AREAS

ACCELERATOR PLAN PURPOSE

SOCIAL AND 
COMMUNITY 

CONTEXT

NEIGHBORHOOD 
AND BUILT 

ENVIRONMENT
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PARKS AND RECREATION 
MASTER PLAN
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MASTER PLAN (SUMMARY PLAN)

REPORT PRODUCTS

HEALTH 
ACCELERATOR PLAN
CROSS-REFERENCE
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TECHNICAL MEMORANDA
• Access (Standards-based) Assessment

• Demand Assessment

• Conditions Assessment

• Recreational Programming Assessment

• Indoor Recreational Facilities

• Operational Assessment

REPORT PRODUCTS
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PARKS AND RECREATION 
MASTER PLAN
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METHODS OF OUTREACH

FOCUS 
GROUPS

ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE

COMMUNITY 
SURVEY

INTERACTIVE 
MAP

PUBLIC 
INFORMATION 

BOOTHS
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• Over 1200+ survey responses

• 60+ interactive map 
participants

• 135+ public information booth 
participants (6 locations)

OUTREACH RESULTS

P A R K S  A N D  R E C R E A T I O N  M A S T E R  P L A N N I N G  I N I T I A T I V E S | C I T Y  C O U N C I L  | 0 5 . 0 7 . 2 4



Our parks and recreation system will 
empower Jonesboro residents to live 

healthy and happy lives through 
access to quality, diverse, and 

activated park spaces and 
recreation facilities. 
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VISION STATEMENT
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VISION STATEMENT

Our parks and recreation system will 
empower Jonesboro residents to live 

healthy and happy lives through 
access to quality, diverse, and 

activated park spaces and 
recreation facilities. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION 
MASTER PLAN
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COMMUNITY PARKS

1.4 
ACRES

PER 1,000 RESIDENTS

REGIONAL PARKS

8.9
ACRES

PER 1,000 RESIDENTS

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS

0.1 
ACRES

PER 1,000 RESIDENTS
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LEVEL OF SERVICE (PARKLAND, 2024)
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REGIONAL PARKS COMMUNITY PARKS

2.0 
ACRES

PER 1,000 RESIDENTS

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS

8.0
ACRES

PER 1,000 RESIDENTS

1.0 
ACRES

PER 1,000 RESIDENTS
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LEVEL OF SERVICE (PARKLAND, 2040 TARGET)
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REGIONAL PARKS
REGIONAL PARKS COMMUNITY PARKS

211.1 
ACRES

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS

105.6 
ACRES

844.5
ACRES

- 101.9 ACRES - 94.8 ACRES- 137.5 ACRES
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LEVEL OF SERVICE (PARKLAND, 2040 TARGET)

DEFICIT (BASED ON 2024 ACRES)
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OUTSIDE THE 
WALKSHED

21

PARKLAND SERVICE AREA GAPS

88%
OF JONESBORO 

RESIDENTIAL PARCELS

GAP AREAS

12

OUTSIDE THE 
WALKSHED
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PARKLAND SERVICE AREA PRIORITIES

A.2. Parkland Service Area 
Gaps. Reduce parkland 
service area gaps for new 
neighborhood and 
community parks by 
acquiring land in high 
priority areas. 

PRIORITIZATION METRICS
• Environmental justice

• Population density

• Growth rate

#1

#2

#3
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LEVEL OF SERVICE (TRAILS)

½ MILE RADIUS

26%
OF JONESBORO 

RESIDENTIAL PARCELS

EXISTING & FUNDED

14.7
MILES
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TARGET LEVEL OF SERVICE (TRAILS)

½ MILE RADIUS

72%
OF JONESBORO 

RESIDENTIAL PARCELS

79
TOTAL MILES

PLANNED
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TARGET LEVEL OF SERVICE (FACILITIES)

• Target levels of service 
established for “common” 
facility types.

• Up to four (4) new community 
centers

• Indoor recreation center facility 
enhancements

• Specialized facilities:
• Aquatics
• Dog parks
• Community gardens
• Inclusive play
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• Sports courts
• Sports fields
• Park pathways/trails
• Public gathering spaces
• Structured play areas
• Open play areas
• Parking 
• Fencing and retaining walls

• General site facilities (ie. 
restrooms)

• Additional site amenities (ie. 
benches)

• Plantings and trees
• Turf
• Signage
• Lighting
• Accessibility

CONDITIONS ASSESSMENTS
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JOE MACK 
CAMPBELL 
SPORTS 

COMPLEX 

ALLEN 
PARK

STALLINGS PARK
(SMALL)

STALLINGS PARK 
(BIG)

NORTHSIDE / 
CREWS PARK JULIAN JAMES 

PARK

CRAIGHEAD 
FOREST PARK

JONESBORO 
SHOOTING 
COMPLEX

MIRACLE LEAGUE 
PARK

MILES/PARKER 
PARK

NETTLETON / 
OPTIMIST PARK

CWL PARK

FAIRVIEW 
PARK

REV LEWELLEN 
PARK

UNION PARK

STRICKLIN 
PARK

WILLIAM EVANS 
PARK

PHILLIP EVANS 
PARK

CENTENNIAL 
PLAZA

BEATRICE 
PARK

SOUTHSIDE 
SOFTBALL
COMPLEX 

STOTTS 
PARK

CONDITIONS ASSESSMENTS
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SYSTEM SCORE

3.6

OVER $4,890,000 MILLION 
DOLLARS IN RECOMMENDED 
NEAR-TERM PARKS SYSTEM 

MAINTENANCE PROJECTS
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PARKS & RECREATION WORK 
PROGRAM
ARRANGEMENT
• Guiding Principles

• Strategy Type

• Timeframe

FIFTY- EIGHT (58)
TOTAL 

STRATEGIES/ 
ACTIONS
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We will promote equitable access and connectivity to 
parks and recreation spaces in Jonesboro. 
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GUIDING PRINCIPLE: ACCESS
14 STRATEGIES/ACTIONS KEY RECOMMENDATION:

A.11. Parkland 
Dedication. Amend 
municipal codes to 
require the 
dedication and 
improvement of 
parkland as part of 
new development.
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We will invest in safe and attractive amenities and 
facilities for residents to enjoy. 
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GUIDING PRINCIPLE: INVESTMENT
12 STRATEGIES/ACTIONS
KEY RECOMMENDATION:

I.5. Conceptual Park Plans. 
Prepare conceptual site and 
operational plans for the 
development or redevelopment 
of select parks to take advantage 
of grant or other funding 
opportunities.
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We will provide superior services through updating and 
implementing our administrative policies and procedures. 
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GUIDING PRINCIPLE: SERVICES
16 STRATEGIES/ACTIONS
KEY RECOMMENDATION:

S.1. Department 
Restructuring. Reorganize the 
various parks and recreation 
divisions under a consolidated 
organizational structure 
managed by assistant directors 
for operations and 
programming.
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We will provide superior services through updating and 
implementing our administrative policies and procedures. 
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GUIDING PRINCIPLE: SERVICES
16 STRATEGIES/ACTIONS
KEY RECOMMENDATION:

S.10. Asset Management Plan. 
Conduct a comprehensive 
inventory of parks system 
assets within some or all 
municipal park properties and 
prepare a digitized asset 
management plan to 
document to pro-actively 
budget for amenity upkeep or 
replacement prior to advanced 
deterioration.
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ADDITIONAL PRIORITIES
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PARKS SYSTEM PRIORITIES 
(PAGE 56)
• Aquatics Facilities 

(2 strategies)

• Walkshed 
Enhancements/Trails 
(4 strategies)

• Recreational Programming
(4 strategies)

• Inclusive Recreation 
(6 strategies & Health 
Accelerator Plan)
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CLOSING PARKLAND SERVICE AREA GAPS
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SYSTEMS-LEVEL PLAN
PLAN GUIDANCE:
• Actions A.1 & I.1: Parkland/facility target levels of service.

• Acreage targets by park type.
• Common recreational facilities.

• Action A.2: Parkland service area gaps 
identified/prioritized.

• Park acquisition/location based on opportunity.
• Prioritize pedestrian walkshed proximity.

• Action I.12: Prepare conceptual site plan.
• Solicit public participation.
• Create a cohesive park space program.
• Cost estimates/phase development.
• Operations and maintenance budget.



FINDINGS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS
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• Walkshed Assessment

• Access Assessment

• Amenities Assessment

• Parks System Investments

• Accelerator Parks

REPORT COMPONENTS
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INVESTMENT PROGRAM
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PROJECT TYPES
• Walkshed enhancements
• Accessibility 

improvements (On-site)
• Adaptive recreation 

amenities

PROJECT SCOPES
• Shovel-ready
• Capital
• Park-specific
• System-wide
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PARK PROJECT PRIORITIES
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ACCELERATOR PARKS
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IMPLEMENTATION
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PLAN IMPLEMENTATION
PARKS AND RECREATION 
MASTER PLAN
• Annual progress reports
• Five-year updates
• Monitoring includes the Health 

Accelerator Plan

HEALTH ACCELERATOR PLAN
• Leadership Team
• Performance metrics
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QUESTIONS
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